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Summer time starts Friday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will shift to summer 
time on Friday, April 3, when the dock will be pot 
forward 60 minutes, to run three hours ahead of 
Greenwich Meantime (GMT). 
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Italy reschedules Jordanian debt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Italy Wednesday 
signed a bilateral agreement that rescheduled S15.1 
million worth of Jordanian debt to Italy. Under the 
agreement, which was signed for Jordan by Finance 
Minister Sulaiman A1 Hafez and for the Italian gov- 
ernment by the Italian Ambassador to Jordan 
Francesco Cerulli, Rome agrees to reschedule the 
bilateral pan of Jordan’s debt of 55. 1 million to Italy 
(. including 1.6 billion Italian liras and $4.2 million ), 
into 20 half-yearly payments over a period of 10 
years following an 11-year grace period. Payments, 
which will commence on Ocl 31, 2008 include a 
fixed interest rate of 1 .75 per cent for the Italian lira 
loan and 2.25 per cent for the U.S. dollar amount. The 
export loan of approximately S10 million will be 
payable in 30 half-yearly payments starring Ocl 31. 
2001. 
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Members of Peace Now axe seen as they hold signs during their demonstration in front 
of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's residence on Wednesday in occupied 
Jerusalem. Mr. Netanyahu denied Israel had any role in the killing of a Hamas fugitive. 
Palestinian security forces Wednesday identified a Palestinian man found at the scene 
of a carbomb explosion earlier this week as the top Hamas fugitive in the West Bank. 
But adding drama to the case, the fugitive was apparently shot to death sometime before 
the blast (AP photo) . 

Hamas points finger at Israel 

PNA confirms Sharif 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian police revealed Wednes- 
day thk a top member of the 
Islamist group Hamas aDd one 
of Israel's most wanted men 
was killed this week in a slay- 
ing quickly blamed on Israeli 
agents. 

Mohieddin Sharif was shot 
and killed by unknown persons - 
Monday night in the Palestin- 
ian-controlled West Bank riiy 
of RamaQah. police said. 

The killas put his body next 
to a car in an industrial zone on 
the city's edge and blew the 
vehicle up by remote control 
with 10 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives, they said. 

Palestinian police initially 
believed the victim had 'been 
killed preparing a car bomb for 
an attack on Jer usalem. But an 
autopsy showed he was shot 
three times before being placed 
near the car, which had Israeli 
licence plates. 

“Israeli intelligence killed 
him,’' Sharif s brother Ibrahim 
told reporters after viewing 
Mobieddin’s body. 

Hamas officials also accused 
Israeli agents of carrying out 
the murder and vowed revenge- 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu denied 
any Israeli role in the affair. 
“We toe* no part in tins inci- 
dent, despite the rumours 
which have been spread,” he 
said in a press conference. 
don't know what happened 
exactly." 

Responding to the Hamas 
threat :of revenge. Me. 
Netanyahu said: ‘There is no 
reason this incident should jus- 
tly terrorist attacks.” 

The Palesaiman National 
Authority (PNA) issued a state- 
ment condemning Sharif s 
slaying as a “crime aimed at 
sabotaging Palestinian national 
security and stability.” 

Bui tire statement stepped 
short of accusing Israel of the 
killing. The authority also 
called cat Hamas to cooperate 
with the investigation into 
Sharif s death. 



Mohieddin Sharif 

Netanyahu: 
There is no 
reason this 
incident 
should justify 
terrorist 
attacks 


The Israeli army and police 
were placed on alert on 
Wednesday following the death 
of Sharif, officials said. 

vC We are going to deploy rein- 
forcements because warnings 
by Hamas have been followed 
up by action in tike past,” police 

chief Yehuda VHk mid state 
radio. 

■ Tn any case, we planned to 
strengthen oar forces in April 
stead of passovetT. which 
begins on April 10, he said. 

Sharif, 32, from Bet Hamna 
in ibe suburbs of Arab east 
Jerusalem, was considered by 
Isad as one c£ fee main organ- 
isers of suicide bombings car- 
ried out by file aimed wing of 
tte Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

' He had been sought by Israel 


for more than two years, sus- 
pected among other things of 
masterminding two multiple 
suicide bombings in Jerusalem 
last summer which killed 21 
people. 

In January 1996 Shin Bet 
agents assassinated Yefaiya 
Ayyash. a Hamas bomb-maker 
known as “tte engineer;" by 
detonating a booby-trapped 
cellular telephone in his face in 
his Gaza Strip hideout 

Ayyash's murder sparked a 
string of Hamas suicide bomb- 
ings in February and Match 
1996 which killed dozens of 
Israelis. 

Abdul Aaz RantissL a senior 
-Hamas official in Gaza City, 
said Sharif s slaying, following 
tte failed mediation mission 
tins week by U.S. envoy Den- 
nis Ross, "proves that Israel 
does not want peace..'* 

"Hamas has always bad tte 
ability to avenge the murder of 
its sons. This will not end crur 
resistance, it will strengthen it 
because the holy warriors only 
know martyrdom and victory.'’ 
he said. 

. In Bethlebem around 20 
Hamas supporters tried to 
march to Israeti army lines on 
the edge of the town to protest 
. Sharif's death, but Palestinian 
police prevented them from 
reaching the soldiers. 

Hamas is violently opposed 
to peare agreements signed 
with Israel by Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat and has car- 
ried our most of tte deadliest 
attacks against Israelis over tte 
past four years. 

Mr. Netanyahu has accused 
Me Arafat of using Hamas and 
other opposition groups as a 
way of pressuring Israel and 

has conditioned all further 

progress in tte peace process 
on tte PNA taking harsh action 
against armed activists. 

Two other leaders of Ezzedin 
A1 Qassam, the armed wing d* 
Hamas, ate still on brad's most 
wanned list — Add AwadaHah 
and Mohammad Dief. 


Israel asks for U.N. help in arranging 
withdrawal from southern Lebanon 

Hrawi rejects conditions attached to Israeli cabinet 
decision , calls for summit to slap boycott on Israel 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PRIME MINISTER Ben- 
yamin Netanyahu asked LIN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
for help in implementing a 
plan approved by his ministers 
Wednesday to withdraw 
teach troops from south 
Lebanon. 

"Netanyahu called Annan to 
inform him of the decision and 
obtain tte backing of die Unit- 
ed Nations for the Israeli initia- 
tive” tte prime minister's 
office said (See full text of 
cabins decision on page 2). 

Israel’s nine-member “secu- 
rity cabinet” approved for the 
first time Wednesday UN. 
Security Council Resolution 
425. which was adopted in 
1978 and calls on Israel to 
wiihdraw its troops “forth- 
with" from Lebanon. 

Tte decision however linked 
any withdrawal from the 
buffer zone Israel occupies in 
south Lebanon to Lebanese 
guarantees that the border area 
will not be used by guerrilla 
groups to arrack Israel 

“We call cm tte Lebanese 
govenuueni to enter negotia- 
tions” on tte security arrange- 
ments. Mr. Netanyahu said, 
admitting that “this could take 
sometime." 

Bin. Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi rejected the call 
‘There will be no negotiations 
at all with Israel if it wants to 
withdraw from south 
Lebanon," Mr. Hrawi said. "If 
it wishes to withdraw; then let 
it do so.” 

‘The Israeli offers regarding 
tiie withdrawal are nothing but 
trial balloons and Lebanon 
will pay no attention to diem,” 
Mr. Hrawi told reporters at a 


press conference in the Emi- 
rates capital of Abu Dhabi 

"Lebanon will not negotiate 
with Israel over the withdraw- 
al and Israel must withdraw 
from tte south according to 
international resolutions," he 
said. 

Mr Hrawi also called on 
Wednesday for an Arab sum- 
mit to agree on an overall boy- 
cott of Israel in tte absence of 
a comprehensive peace settle- 
ment in tte Middle East 

Mr. Hrawi said all Arab 
scares should not deal with 
Israel or invite it for economic 
meetings until it agrees to quit 
all occupied Arab territories. 

“We do not want any Arab 
state to deal with Israel so long 
as there are occupied Arab 
lands and the rights of tte 
Palestinian people are not 
achieved." he told reporters 
during a visit to the United 
Arab Emirates. 

T hope that an Arab s ummi t 
would be held and there would 
be a collective oath not to deal 
with Israel before all Arab 
lands are liberated ” 

T want to ask why we 
should not have a comprehen- 
sive -Arab agreement which 
includes either the return of all 
Arab rights or tte boycott of 
Israel” Mr. Hrawi said after 
talks with UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan. 

Mr Netanyahu's foil cabinet 
was expected to approve the 
proposal at its weekly meeting 
on Sunday. 

Wednesday's vote was the 
first official approval of pro- 
posals first made by Mr. 
Netanyahu and Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai in 
January few ending Israel's 
increasingly costly occupation 


of south Lebanon. 

Ml Netanyahu, who is act- 
ing foreign minister, also 
called on Israel's diplomats to 
launch an "information cam- 
paign" to explain Israel's ini- 
tiative abroad. 

Meanwhile. Yossi Beilin, an 
Israeli opposition MP said 
Wednesday the Israeli govern- 
ment's plan few a conditional 
withdrawal from south 
Lebanon cannot work and 
called for a unilateral with- 
drawal based on his own plan. 

Mr. Beilin, a former minister 
in charge of the peace process, 
said it was unrealistic for the 
government to expect 
Lebanon to guarantee security 


on their border. 

"We don’t have a partner 
today with whom we can sign 
agreements." he said. 

Mr. Beilin said his “Back-to- 
Back" plan "combines politi- 
cal and security aspects and is 
the only one that will allow us 
to leave south Lebanon.” 

IBs plan calls few erecting a 
100-metre-wide barricade 
along the border with observa- 
tion posts, anti-personnel 
mines and electronic-detection 
systems at a cost of one billion 
dollars. 

The Beilin plan also pre- 
scribes an expansion of the 
UN. Interim Forces In 
Lebanon, which currently con- 


sists of 5,000 soldiers, and the 
deployment of the Lebanese 
army all the way to the border. 

And it recommends having 
the United States, European 
Union and Japan threaten to 
brand Syria a pariah state if 
Damascus supports any direct 
or indirect attack on Israel. 

Mr. Beilin said fas plan 
would be successful because it 
rak-es mm account the "inter- 
ess of the different protago- 
nists.” 

Israel occupies a 15-kilome- 
tre "security zone" along 
Lebanon's southern border to 
prevent guerrilla attacks into 
northern Israel primarily by 
the Shiite militia Hizbollah. 


Anani calls on Israel to Implement 
Resolution 425 with no conditions 


AMMAN (J.T.i — The Jordanian govern- 
ment Wednesday demanded that Israel 
implement all provisions of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 which explicitly 
call for Israeli forces’ withdrawal from the 
occupied Lebanese territories. 

Speaking in response to an Israeli five- 
point statement containing a cabinet deci- 
sion to withdraw from southern Lebanon 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minis- 
ter Jawad Anani said that the Israeli gov- 
ernment's statement as declared Wednes- 
day reflects Israel's acceptance of Resolu- 
tion 425. 

He said "this statement is better in form 
and content than the press statements given 
by individual Israeli government minis- 
ters." 

In its statement the Israeli government 
said "the Israeli defence forces will leave 
Lebanon with appropriate security arrange- 
ments so that the Lebanese government can 
restore its effective control over southern 
Lebanon and assume responsibility for 
guaranteeing that its territory will not be 


used as a base for terrorist activity against 
Israel.” 

Dr. Anani said “Israel’s Teadiness to with- 
draw from southern Lebanon is an 
advanced step from its previous stand, but 
its decision still contains conditions which 
are not stipulated in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425." 

Urging Israel to contact the U.N. to take 
the necessary security measures in southern 
Lebanon in accordance with the provisions 
of the council's resolution Dr. Anani said 
"Israel’s move in this direction would be 
the right step." 

As for Israel’s reference in the statement 
to its intention to exert efforts to reach 
peace accords on all tracks. Dr. Anani said 
“ this statement is intended as an attempt to 
reassure the Palestinian side." 

Dr. Anani demanded that “Israel respond 
to the U.S. plan for withdrawal from Pales- 
tinian territories and to implement the 
Hebron agreement, stressing that progress 
along one track should not be made at the 
expense of other tracks.” 


King to open economic 
conference in Denmark 


COPENHAGEN (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein will 
open a conference on DanLsb- 
Jordanian economic relations 
during his three day visit to 
Denmark along with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor latex this 
month at the invitation of 
Queen Margaret A and her hus- 
band Prince Henrik. 

During tiie April 27-29 visit, 
die King will bold talks with the 
Danish prime minister and will 
meet beads of political parties 
and members of parliament. 

A delegation of Jordanian 
ministers, government officials 
and members of the Jordanian 
Businessmen Association 
(JBA) wiU accompany King 
Hussein to attend the confer- 
ence which is sponsored by tte 
federation of Danish industries 
onApiril28.- 

Danish officials expressed 
hope that die conference will 
mark the beginning of a new era 
in Joidardan-Damsh economic 
and trade cooperation. 

These officials said that dur- 
ing the conference Jordan and 
Denmark: will sign two agree- 
ments one of which is on pro- 
viding (be Kingdom with $40 
mini on loans to finance devel- 
opment projects over a two- 


U.S. ponders how to build on Israeli gesture 


fyBarty Schmid 

Asso ci ated Press 
WASHINGTON — US. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright is frying to figure out 
hew to capitalise on an unex- 
pected IsraeE gesture that has 
given a slight boost to U.S. 


“Certainly, we are going to 
assess whether any of the mod- 
est progress Hast A mbassador 
[DenmsJ Ross detected issome- 
thmg we should try to build on." 
US. Suae Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 
TUesday. 

“Se creta ry Albright will be 
consulting with • the president 


and other senior officials about 
tbairigbtaway," Ml Rubin said. 

.Ibe year-long impasse 
between Israel ate tte Palestini- 
ans has resisted a variety of 
administration taaics, including 
separate visits here in January 
by Israeli Rome Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 


Arafat for talks with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clintan. 

On Monday, Mr. Rubin virtu- 
ally ruled out a Washington 
summit in tight of the wide gap 
between Israd and !te Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) 
co the future of tte contested 
West Bank. 

Meanwhile, diplomatic so- 


year period focusing on die 

environm ent. 

Denmark along with the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme is also to provide 
$4_5 million to finance a project 
for the production of natural gas 
from industrial and domestic 
waste in Amman. 

During tte King's visit, the 
JBA will also sign an agree- 
ment with the Federation of 
Danish Industries and the Dan- 
ish Chamber of Trade to estab- 
lish a joint business council 
which can further boost trade 
and industrial cooperation. 

Noting dial Jordan is export- 
ing very little to Denmark, the 
Danish officials called on Jor- 
danian producers and manufac- 
turers to explore Danish mar- 
kets for prospects of marketing 
Jordanian products and urged 
Jordanian institutions con- 
cerned with tourism to promote 
Jordan’s tourist and archaeolog- 
ical sites. 

They said thai Jordan which 
would save as a bridge for 
exporting Danish products to 
Iraq ooce the embargo on that 
country has been lifted, can 
play a key role in this trade 
exchange in view of its strategic 
geographical location. 

urces divulged the Israeli ges- 
ture — an offer to discuss with 
tte Palestinians a third pullback 
on the West Bank. 

The offer by Mr. Netanyahu 
to Ml Ross near the end of his 
fourth day of shuttle diplomacy 
in tte area prompted Ms. 
Albright to report “some 
progress," Tn some substantive 
form we're perhaps a little clos- 
er" to reopening negotiations 
between Israel and the PNA 


Baghdad, U.N. assist Turkish 
Kurds in northern Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
United Nations and the 
Iraqi government are 
assisting thousands of 
Turkish Kurds who 
refused to return to their 
homeland and have 
sought refuge in Iraq, offi- 
cials in Baghdad said 
Wednesday. 

Some 6,800 Turkish 
Kurds in February aban- 
doned their camp in north- 
ern Iraq — which has 
been outside the Iraqi 
government's control 
since shortly after the 
1991 Gulf war — and 
moved south. 

The Turkish Kurds are 
now in a makeshift camp 
close to Sheikhan. a dis- 
trict about 500 kilometres 
north of Baghdad, govern- 
ment officials said. 

One official said Iraq 
was supplying tents, food 
rations and health care. 
The official would not say 
if the government was 
willing to classify them as 
refugees. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Ahmad Gubartalla, who 
represents the U.N. High 


Mr. Rubin said. 

But Ms. Albright also said the 
progress was not "nearly 
enough” to end the deadlock, 
while Mr. Rubin said “tte peace 
process is not on track, and the 
gaps have not been bridged.'’ 
Ml Netanyahu’s gesture could 
proride a useful opening. On 
record as being willing to turn 
over nine per cent of tte West 
Bank to add to tte 27 per cent 
the PNA already controls, the 


Commissioner for 

Refugees in Baghdad, 
said the United Nations 
also was providing aid, 
which he said "helped to 
save them from hunger.” 
Mr. Gubartalla said he 
believed the Turkish 
Kurds were seeking Iraqi 
government protection “in 
view of the security con- 
ditions surrounding their 
original camp.” He would 
not elaborate. 

The Turkish Kurds, who 
fled Turkey in 1 994, orig- 
inally were residents of a 
refugee camp in northern 
Iraq known as Atrush. 

The UNHCR closed the 
camp in January 1997 on 
grounds it had been taken 
over by activists of the 
Kurdish Labour Party. 

The group, also known 
as the PKK, has led the 
fight for Kurdish autono- 
my in Turkey. 

After the Atrush camp 
was closed, some of the 
Turkish Kurds moved to a 
provisional camp at 'Ain 
Sifrii, also in northern 
Iraq. 

But they abandoned it in 

Israeli prime ministerhad insist- 
ed it would pose an unaccept- 
able risk to Israel to give up (he 
12 per cent to 15 per cent the 
Clinton administration has been 
urging. 

He has not budged from that 
position. And yet Mr. 
Netanyahu told Mr. Ross, 
according to diplomatic 
sources, that Israel was willing 
to put a third pullback on the 
agenda for the so-called final 


February and moved to an 
area under Iraqi govern- 
ment control. 

Diplomats in Baghdad 
said they were forced 
from 'Ain Sifni by guer- 
rillas of the rival Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

A KDP spokesman, Faik 
Nerweyi, reached by tele- 
phone from Ankara on 
Wednesday, denied that 
the KDP were involved, 
saying “we have absolute- 
ly no interest in chasing 
refugees.” The KDP has 
been accused of helping 
Turkish troops battle rival 
PKK rebels in northern 
Iraq. 

The KDP and the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
have controlled northern 
Iraq since 199J. when the 
United States and its allies 
imposed a "no-fly" zone 
after Iraq put down a Kur- 
dish uprising following 
the Gulf war." Bui the two 
Kurdish groups often have 
battled for dominance. 

In the fighting, Iran 
backs the PUK while Iraq 
helps the KDP. 

status talks Israel is supposed to 
have with the Palestinians ro 
wind up tte negotiations. 

Those talks were already 
designed to include (be toughest 
issues, including the future of 
Jerusalem and borders between 
Israel and a future Palestinian. 

StiU, the sources, declining to 
be identified, said Ml 
N etanyahu had not agreed to a 
third pullback, but only to dis- 
cuss one. 
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Text of Israel’s cabinet decision 

Resolution 425 


approving U.N. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Here is 
the text of an Israeli security 
cabinet statement on its deci- 
sion Wednesday to approve 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425 calling for Israel’s 
withdrawal from Lebanon: 

“The ministerial committee 
for national security today 
adopted the following deci- 
sion: 

“1. Israel is accepting Reso- 
lution 425 of the U.N. Security 
Council so that the Israeli 
Defence Forces (TDFj will 


leave Lebanon with appropri- 
ate security arrangements and 
so that the Lebanese govern- 
ment can restore its effective 
control over southern Lebanon 
and assume responsibility for 
guaranteeing that its territory 
not be used” as a base for ter- 
rorist activity against Israel. 

‘*2. The government express- 
es its appreciation to the IDF 
soldiers and commanders who 
are battling to defend the 
inhabitants of northern Israel. 
The IDF will continue its 


activity against terrorist threats 
in the ‘security zone’ until the 
necessary security arrange- 
ments are effected. 

"3. The government of Israel 
calls on the Lebanese govern- 
ment to begin negotiations, on 
the basis of Resolution 425 of 
the U.N. Security Council, to 
restore its control over territo- 
ries currently under IDF con- 
trol and to prevent terrorist 
activities from its territory 
against Israel’s northern bor- 
der. 


“4. Israel views the guaran- 
teed security and safety of the 
residents of the ’security zone' 
in southern Lebanon and the 
soldiers of the South Lebanon 
Array as an integral part of the 
implementation of Resolution 
425 of the U-N. Security 
Council and of any other 
arrangement for the restoration 
of security on our border with 
Lebanon. 

“5. Israel will continue its 
efforts to achieve peace agree- 
ments with all its neighbours.” 


Saudi king says Jerusalem must 
be capital of Palestinian state 


BEIRUT ( AFP) — Jerusalem 
must be the capital of the 
future state of Palestine, Saudi 
King Fahd said in a magazine 
interview set to appear here 
Friday. 

"Nothing will stop the cre- 
ation of the state of Palestine, 
because when all's said and 
done, what's right will pre- 
vail.” the monarch said in an 
interview with the “Revue du 
Liban.” 

“This state will not have the 
position it deserves in the 
hearts of Muslims, Christians 


and all fair-minded people, if 
Jerusalem isn’t its capital.” 
King Fahd said. 

He endorsed the appeal sev- 
eral months ago by Syria as 
well as that" of the Arab 
League for a freeze in normal- 
isation with Israel. 

Normalisation cannot be 
carried out “unless concrete 
goals are attained, at the top of 
which is the return of Arab 
land and creation of a Pales- 
tinian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital.’’ 

This position “is the natural 


result of the freeze in the 
peace negotiations caused by 
Israeli intransigence,” he said 

The Saudi sovereign also 
said it was possible 'that an 
Arab summit might be held 
“within the framework of 
mutual agreement." 

Turning to relations with 
Iran, he said the Saudi king- 
dom’s ties with the Islamic 
republic “have continued to 
improve.” 

“The exchange of visits by 
officials of the two countries is 
a good indicator.” he added 


Palestinian police hand over two 
Arab murder suspects to Israel 


NAZARETH (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian police have handed over 
to Israel two Arab Israeli men 
accused of murdering another 
.Arab Israeli last year, police 
said Wednesday. 

The two suspects, aged 19 
and 21. were transferred Tues- 
day to Israeli police custody 
and were due to appear in court 
Wednesday. a police 
spokesman said A court order 
barred publication of the sus- 
pects’names. 

The two. from Nazareth in 


northern Israel fled to the 
Palestinian-run West Bank 
town of Qalqilya in January' as 
they were being sought by 
Israeli police in connection 
with the slaying of Samar 
Daniel 23. 

Daniel was stabbed to death 
in December during a fight with 
the two suspects over a woman 
in Daniel's family, police said 

One of the suspects allegedly 
fell in love with the woman but 
she rejected his advances. The 
fight and stabbing occurred 


when the two suspects went to 
the Daniel family home to see 
the woman and were confront- 
ed by the victim and other male 
relatives. 

One of Israel's main com- 
plaints in stalled peace talks 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority is the Palestinians' 
refusal to extradite persons sus- 
pected of involvement in politi- 
cally motivated attacks against 
Israel 

Cooperation has been better 
in criminal matters. 


1 ,000 protest against Palestinian 
National Authority in West Bank 


NABLUS (AFP) — 
Around 1 .000 students 
demonstrated in this West 
Bank city on Wednesday to 
protest the detention of 
Islamist activists by the 
Palestinian National 

Authority' (PNA), witnesses 
said. 

The students marched 
from Nablus University to 
the city's Judeid prison to 
demand the immediate 
release of jailed members 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and 


smaller Islamic Jihad. 

Some of the protesters 
wore handcuffs or were 
hidden in makeshift card- 
board jail cells while others 
carried banners saying “No 
to political detention.” 

The secular PNA is hold- 
ing dozens of Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad members, 
some for months without 
charges. 

Israel has demanded the 
authority. lake rougher 
action against the Islamist 
groups, which have killed 


scores of Israelis in suicide 
bombings and other attacks 
over the past four years, as 
a condition for pursuing the 
peace process. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
are violently opposed to 
peace agreements signed 
with Israel by the Palestin- 
ian Liberation Organisation 
fPLQ) since 1993. The two 
movements are committed 
to the creation of an 
Islamist state in all of Pales- 
tine, including territory 
which now makes up Israel. 


Israel 


moves 


squatters at 
Palestinian 
request 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(.AFP) — Israeli authorities 
said they relocated Palestinian 
squatters from their .Arab east 
Jerusalem camp Wednesday 
at the request of die Palestin- 
ian office overseeing Muslim 
religious property. 

Hundreds of Israeli police 
and soldiers showed up with 
10 bulldozers ai the camp of 
tents and makeshift shacks 
near the Mount of Olives a 
day after the Jerusalem 
municipality issued moving 
orders to the 10 families 
remaining at the site, witness- 
es said. 

The Palestinian religious 
property office, or Waqf. 
asked the families to leave 
after it received permits to 
build a school for handi- 
capped children on the site 
last year. municipality 
spokeswoman Johanne 
Malka told .AFP. 

"We have no other place to 
go." said Javvad Burkan. 22. 
adding that he lives in a shack 
at the camp with eight people. 

Mr. Burkan said the camp 
residents were cooperating 
with municipality' officials 
who had arrived to help them 
pack their belongings. The 
camp was set up in June by- 
more than €0 families protest- 
ing what they said were anti- 
Arab policies by Israeli 
authorities in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Thirty -eight families subse- 
quently relocated after they 
rrcer- ed compensation from 
Orient House, the Palestinian 
headquarters in Arab east 
Jerusalem. Twenty-two other 
families have been moved to a 
Waqf building in Arab east 
Jerusalem but say the Waqf 
intends to move them again, 
hoping to use the building for 
education purposes. 



Turkish riot police drag two leftist students by their 
hair Wednesday to the police van following a protest 
attempt in front of Istanbul University. A group of uni- 
versity students were to protest in support of the 
extreme leftists' uprising in Turkish jails (AP photo) 


Hostages at two Turkish 
prisons released in 
second day of standoff 


ANKARA I AP) — Inmates at 
two prisons released the 15 
prison officials they' were hold- 
ing hostage for two days on 
Wednesday after compromises 
by the government aimed at 
ending a crisis at seven jails 
nationwide, reports said. 

Hostages were released and 
the protests ended at Istanbul 
and Ankara prisons. Anatolia 
News Agency and private Star 
television reported 

In the other prisons. 40 
hostages remained in inmates' 
hands, but officials said they 
were close to reaching an 
agreemenL 

The government compro- 
mised Wednesday and decided 
to send 10 inmates, whose 
transfers from a separate jail 
sparked the action, to prisons 
close to their families. 

Leftist prisoners in seven jails 
around the country took 55 
prisons guards and officials 
hostageTuesduy to push justice 
officials to reverse the transfer 
of their comrades away from 
Buca prison in western Turkey. 

It was not clear, however, if 
the government's decision 
would end the protest. 

A spokesman for a solidarity 
association with inmates 
announced earlier that the 
action would not end until the 
prisoners were returned to 
Buca. 

Istanbul chief prosecutor Fer- 
zan Citici. acting on behalf of 
the Justice Ministry, said he 
was confident the standoff 
would end soon. ‘Their con- 


cerns were that they would not 
have anyone to take care of 
them at prisons they were 
being sent to." Mr. Citici said. 

The hostage-taking began in 
Ankara prison on Tuesday and 
soon spread to six other jails 
around the country. Leftist pris- 
oners in three other prisons 
refused roll-calls Tuesday and 
Wednesday in support of the 
350 prisoners involved in the 
standoff. 

Justice Minister Oltan Sun- 
guriu ruled out the return of the 
10 convicted prisoners to Buca 
prison, saying it is a jail solely 
used to hold suspects awaitinc 
trial. ” 

Relatives of both the 
hostages and the prisoners 
stood outside the prisons, 
where police and military units 
kepi watch. 

The prisoners are members 
of the outlawed Revolutionary 
People's Salvation Party-Front, 
which has taken responsibility 
for several killings and bomb- 
ings in Turkey. 

Turkish inmates often riot 
stage hunger strikes or take 
guards hostage to demand 
improved conditions. The latest 
standoff raised concern for 
security in prisons and renew ed 
calls for prisoners to be con- 
fined to individual cells. 

Currently prisoners are often 
grouped together in large 
wards, and prison authorities 
lose control. The inmates often 
smuggle in cellular phones to 
communicate with comrades 
outside and in other jails. 


Israeli cabinet secretary 
slams Arafat visit to 
Anne Frank house 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — A top 
Israeli official on Wednesday 
slammed Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat's visit to the 
Anne Frank house as a politi- 
cal stunt that desecrated the 
memory of the six million 
Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust 

Cabinet Secretary Dan 
Naveh. son of Holocaust sur- 
vivors, said the visit was 
meaningless given what be 
termed Mr. Arafat’s failure to 
uproot expressions of anti- 
Semitism among Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat should “act deter- 
minedly to denounce and 
uproot the shameful expres- 
sions of anti-Semitism and 
racism among the Palestini- 
ans,” Mr Naveh told Israel 
army radio. 

Mr. Arafat visited the Anne 
Frank house in Amsterdam cm 
Tuesday in what was seen as a 


first Palestinian recognition of 
the suffering of the Jews dur- 
ing the Nazi Holocaust. 

Anne died of typhus at age 
15 in the Nazis* Bogen- 
Belsen conceturation camp in 
the final weeks of World War 
n after her family’s biding 
place in Amsterdam, reached 
by a staircase concealed by a 
bookcase, was discovered. 

Ml Arafat said the plight of 
the Rank family and millions 
of other Jews who died in the 
Holocaust was “a sal story” 
that should never be allowed to 
happen again. 

Asked whether he didn’t see 
value in photographs of Ml 
A rafat's visit appearing in 
Palestinian papers, Mr. Naveh 
said: “No one wants him to 
pass on such messages as a 
gimmick.” 

“If souls could cry, they ate 
weeping today,” he added 
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Iraq blast kills 6, injures 40 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — A fuel 
depot in southern Iraq caught 
fire and exploded, killing six 
people and injuring 40 others, 
a Baghdad weekly repeated 
Wednesday. 

The blaze took place in 
mid-March, but was first 
reported in Iraq on Wednes- 


day. The reason for the delay 
was unclear. Iraq’s state-run 
newspapers rarely publish 
information on such inci- 
dents. 

The blaze in Hill a. 90 km 
south of Baghdad, was caused 
by a short circuit and contin- 
ued for three days, killing six 
people and injuring 40. the AJ 
Mosawir AJ Arabi weekly 
reported. 

Losses could range in the 
millions of dollars, the week- 
ly reported. 

Iraqi officials repeatedly 
have said that oil facilities are , 
in poor condition due to U.N. 


trade sanctions imposed after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

They also say Iraq lacks 
proper fire and safety systems 
and is asking the United 
Nations to allow Baghdad to 
import fire fighting equip- 
ment as part of an ofl-for-food 
programme. 

That deal allows Iraq to sell 
limited amounts of oil to buy 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian supplies. 

The United Nations has said 
it will allow Iraq to boost its 
sales under the programme 
from $2 billion to 552 billion, 
but Iraq says that its facilities 
are no longer able to produce 
enough oil to meet that goal 

Oil ministry officials say the 
country's storage capacity has 
been reduced to less than half 
of the four million cubic 
metres or 25 million barrels 
thar they were in 1989.- 
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Egyptian police arrest sect members 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
authorities have arrested 29 
members of an Islamic sect who 
believed Egypt would be swept 
by massive floods which they 
alone would survive, tbs interior 
ministry said Wednesday. 

The sect members, including 
seven women and their leader 
Bahaeddin Ahmad Hussein 
Akkad, were arrested on Tues- 
day near the Giza Pyramids just 
south of Cairo, a ministry state- 
ment said 

“They were arrested as they 
prepared to goto an apartment in 
the 6th of October City [south- 
west of Cairo] to gather there 
because they believed drat mas- 
sive floods would sweep within 
the first three days of April. 

“They also believed that a ship 
would come to rescue them and 




take them to a secure place 
because they are followers of the 
awaited malxfiT the statement 
said 

Ml Akkad was revered as the 
“mahdr or promised one by his 
followers who also denounced 
traditional Islamic teachings as 
contrary to their own beliefs and 
considered all forms of work a 
crime, it said 

The interior ministry did not 
specify any charges against the 
29 but said they were members 
of a breakaway faction of the 
outlawed Tabligb Wil Da'awa 
(CaD and Sermon) group. 

The sect members were sub- 
mitted to experts of AJ Azfaar 
university-mosque, the highest 
authority on Sunni Islam, and 
fee state prosecution was asked 
to investigate the case. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 
14:10 .. Cartoon — The Adven- 
tures of Dinky Dfs 
14:30 Doc. — The Animal Shew 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 — NBA 

18:00 Drama — The Burned Bridge 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — A 
Tomes Crochus 

19 JO New* Headlines 

19:35 Comedy —Big Brother 
Jake 

20:00 Drama — The Great 
Romances 

' 2(h30 Drama — Dr. Quinn, the 
Medicine Woman 
! 21:10 The Oprah Winfrey Show 

! 22:00 News in English 

, 22 JO Feature film — “By the 
■ Swanf* 

23:59 Comedy — Never The 
, Taiwan 

j 00:30 End of 

: xx. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22KW _N‘ews in English 

22:30 Mini-series: “Woman 

on the Run” /PL IT) 

23:10 ..Comedv — The Nanny 
23:30 1 End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:00 Jajr 

05:19 i Sunrise) Du ha 

11:39. Dhuhr 


15:12 Ant 

17:59 Maghreb 

19=18 — isha 


Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Geb Tef. 5920 J 46 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English- Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46141 -JO 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


r> assistance i ! 21 .AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 


Overseas Calls 010230 (09)990990 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. MazmNbaE R30435 

Dr. FayezDabbas 759155 

Dc AdnanZaghtaJ S'^140 


Centra] Amman Telephone 
Repairs 4623101 


IRE ED: 
Princess 


Basina Hospital 


Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 1 01 l02>275555 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


i Friday Programmes 
' 14:10 Cartoon — The Adventures 
; of Teddy Ruspin 

; 14:30 Wishbone 

j 15:00 ..French Programmes 

: 17:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

i 17:30 Doc. — Blue Water 
! Dreaming 

| 19:00 ......... — Le Journal 

J9:!5 Educational Programme 
— Alio La Terra 

19:30 .... News Headlines 

19*35 .—..-Comedy — Friends 
20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 

2th30 The Album Show 

21:10 Drama: “W-i" 


Sl Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624$ 1 j. 

St Afrera Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking EvangeOcnJ 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle CoDege TeL 566 1757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 


Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment pfMeieomtogy 
Fine weather conditions will 

prevail, skies partly cloudy 

with a chance of scattered 
showers, and winds easterly 
moderate. On Friday, tempera- 
tures are expected to dip 
slightly. There will be a chance 
of scattered showers in the 
northern regions and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be worm, 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


Dr. FakherBffles 5522233 

Bras pharmacy .5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ,778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....4637055 
Naxroukh pharmacy ...4623672 
.Al Saiam pharmacy- ...4636730 

Vacooh pharmacy 4644945 

Shmefcam pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy >..847632 

IRE ID: 

Dl .Ahmad Qann J2SI4S4 

.Al Quds pharmacy I — > 

ZARQ.A: 

Dr. Zohour A] Qadi ....906606 
Khaiifeh pharmacy ^854 1 7 


Jordon Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 256SOMX) 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 


17:45 

17:45 

18:10 

18:35 

19:00 

19J5 

22:25 


Kuwait (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi fRJ) 

■ — .Athens (RJ) 

-Moscow (RJ ) 


10:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15 —Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
11:20 Amsterdam. Chicago iRJ) 

11:25 .Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

11:30 Al ' Ain, Dubai (add) (RJ) 


-Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
AI ’Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
JLamaca (RJ) 


J. Electricity Authority ...8 1 56 1 5 -.(02)247100 


Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight In forma ci>>n.. 44-5 3200 
Queen Alia Iml. Airport .44-53200 


AQABA: 

Princess 

103)314111 


Hava 


Hospital 


Other Flights 
12.-00 


11^5 

17-5A 



12:20. 


19*35„_ 


20:10 


20*220 

Jeddah (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre lor Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic. Aixfli .56(6131/7 

Huston Medical Centre Tel. 83*513. 
856856 

LumuJa .4630195 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 06/21 

Aqaba 13/27 

Deserts 05/23 

Jordan Valley 1 2/26 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18. Aqaba 24 
Humidity readings: Amman 
45 per ccnL Aqaba 28 per 
ccnL 


USEFUL 


Food Control Centre 463711 1 

Q.ii Dsenes Depmnem -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rocue Brace 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brgadc 4617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police... 8%390 

Public Security DepL....463G321 

Hotel Complaint. 5605800 

Price Complaints .566] 176 

& SewtEE- ConpSaras 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints . — 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information idirecto- 


Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

ALifch Maternity. 4642441/2 

Julxd .Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shinoisini ....560707 1 
Shmcisani Hospital .....5669J31 

University Hospital 845S45 

Al-Miushcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

A I- Bashir™ 775 [ 1 1/26 

Army. Marks 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Anal Huspital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(091983323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

1 09 (900560 

lbn Sina Hospital — 1 09)986752 


This information is supplied by 
Roy ai Jordanian (RJ/ informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia international Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Inlormation on other flights arc 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250), 


13:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi IGF) 

14:10 Shariqah(AH) 

14:40 — Doha(QR) 

15:00 — .Dubai (EK) 

I&00 .Paris (AF) 

19*-25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 London (BA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20*^40 Cairo (MS) 

2220 — Istanbul (TK) 

22^5 J-amaca (CY) 


-Riyadh (SV) 23:59 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 


w. r. 
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Other Fights 

07^0 Frankfurt (LH) 

07^0 .... London (BA) 

07:45 Beinit (l^E) 

1330 Riyadh (£V) 


00:15 -Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

.Tunis (TU) 

Rome (AZ) 

®^0 .Tunis (TU) 


14:00 — -Abu Dhabi (GR 

15 KM) Annabah, Algiers (IAH) 
15 JO Doba(QR) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fli gh ts 


06:45 

07:10 

09:00 

09:05 

09:25 

09:40 

09:40 

09^0 


Sanaa (RJ) 

- Dhahran (Rj> 

Bombay iRJ) 

.Riyadh (RJ) 

Beinit (RJ) 

Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

- -New Delhi iRJ) 

-....Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

14^5 -New Yotk. A iibjcuUd (RJ; 
London iRJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 — — ■ Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
0930 Amman (MaikaAirponHKW) 

1700 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21^0 Aqaba (RW) 


1&00 _J5amascus, Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

01:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01^5 _>„„^BeiruL Tunis (TU) 


■ 

• • U >nu 1 ,| ■ 


03:00 Jforoe(AZ) 


2250 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW 


DEPARTURES 


Roy's! Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 


oyal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:45 A mman (Mata Airport) (RW 

08:15 .Aqaba (RW) 

09^30 ...-Amman (QAIA) (K^) 
16:45 Amman (Maria 
(RW) 

17^5 Tel Aviv iKW) 


Moscow (RJ) 


20:30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21^0 
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NGO to launch integrated programme 
addressing violence against women 


Srour defends Lower House’s 
regular session performance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jor- 
danian non-governmental 
organisation that nominated 
a local reporter for an inter- 
national human rights 
award Wednesday said it 
will soon launch a pro- 
gramme to address violence 
against women. 

Farah Daghestani, direc- 
tor of the Princess Basina 
Women’s Resource Centre 
(PBWRC). said the pro- 
gramme will have an inte- 
grated approach to tackle 
the complex issue. 

“This issue has several 
dimensions — it has aspects 
of policy, education, legali- 
ty, etc.,” she told the Jordan 
Times. “We will coordinate 
with the [Jordanian] Nation- 
al Committee for Women, 
and we are planning to do a 


(NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Minister; Iranian ambas- 
sador discuss bilateral 
cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Sami 
Gammoh on Wednesday 
received Iranian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Moham- 
mad Ali Subham, with 
whom he discussed bilater- 
al cooperation in a number 
of fields. Messrs. Gammoh 
and Subhani also agreed in 
principle on signing an 
agreement to operate two 
weekly flights by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) and Iran’s 
airline between the two 
countries. The Iranian 
ambassador extended an : 
invitation to Me Gammoh 
to visit Iran and meet his 
Iranian counterpart to 
review means of promot- 
ing cooperation in trans- 
portation fields. . 

J3 killed, ^ injured in 
road ac cidents from, 
March 24-31 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
total of 13 people were 
killed and 39 injured in 663 
road accidents in die King- 
dom during the last wed: 
of March, Traffic Depart- 
ment sources said Wednes- 
day. The sources said 
Amman accounted for 64 
per cent of the accidents, 
followed by Zarqa with 1 1 
per cent, and Irbid with 7.8 
percent 

NPRC, union sign agree- 
ment eliminating proba- 
tionary period 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
National Petroleum Refin- 
ery Company (NPRC) and. 
the general union of work- 
ers in petroleum and chem- 
ical industries Wednesday 
signed an agreement under 
which employees will not 
be subject to a probation- 
ary period upon appoint- 
ment. Under the agree- 
ment. previous work expe- 
rience will be considered 
an extension of the present 
employment, and therefore 
no probationary period will 
be required. The agree- 
ment said personnel trans- 
ferred from the NPRC to 
the Petra Drilling Compa- 
ny will continue to enjoy 
the same salary and 
acquired rights, in addition 
to a 21-day annual leave. 


study with the police on 
honour crimes, on which 
there is very little informa- 
tion available.” 

The PBWRC recently 
nominated Rana Husscini. a 
crime reporter for the Jor- 
dan Tunes, for the Reebok 
Human Rights Award 1997 
— awarded annually to four 
human rights activists 
around the world — for her 
coverage of honour crimes 
in the country, Ms. Husseini 
was presented with the 
award at a ceremony last 
month in New York. 

In the letter of nomina- 
tion, Ms. Daghestani said 
Ms. Husseini has made a 
“significant contribution to 
raising our national aware- 
ness... of these crimes by 
her own personal commit- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and the United States 
Wednesday signed a second 
agreement this year provid- 
ing for an additional S3 
million in soft loans to help 
Jordan purchase about 
20,000 metric tonnes of 
American wheat, according 
to a U.S. embassy press 
release. 

The agreement was 
signed by Minister of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez on 
behalf of the Jordanian 
government and by United 
States Ambassador to Jor- 


By Ahmad Khatfb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — . Jordan has 
been chosen to. house the 
Middle East committee ”of ' 
BirdLife International (ELI) 
because of tire Kingdom’s 
record of biodiversity conser- 
vation. according to an 
announcement at a recent 
s eminar . 

Adnan Buderi, former 
director of the environmental 
consultation unit at the Royal 
Society for die Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN), was elect- 
ed director of the committee, 
which functions under the 
umbrella of the Cambridge- 
based BLL founded in 1922. 

“The decision to select Jor- 
dan is another indication of 
the country’s achievements 
in biodiversity conservation,” 
Mr. Buderi told the Jordan 
Times. 

The decision was 


raent and journalistic skill. 

“She remains the first ref- 
erence and authority on the 
topic of crimes of honour. 

“If any changes occur, 
whether in terms of legal 
amendments and stricter 
prison tenns [for those who 
commit such crimes], or 
changes in social attitudes 
and a growing rejection of 
these crimes, Ms. Husseini 
deserves recognition for her 
contributions.” 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times following the 
award, Ms. Daghestani said 
she nominated Ms. Husseini 
because she believes her 
work is unique. 

“She does a brave thing.” 
said Ms. Daghestani. “And 1 
know she has had a tough 
time. Not everyone likes 


dan Wesley W. Egan and 
Deputy Administrator of 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Mary Chamb- 
liss on behalf of the United 
States government. 

The first agreement was 
signed between tbe two 
countries on March 11, 
1998, and provided Jordan 
with $15 million in soft 
loans to buy 100,000 metric 
tonnes of American wheat. 

Both loan agreements are 
provided by the United 
States Department of Agri- 
culture under the provi- 


announced during an RSCN 
seminar held last week in 
cooperation with BLl to 
launch an inte rnati onal cam- 
paign to protect endemic bird 
areas across the globe. 

The latest book published 
by BLI. entitled ‘Endemic 
Bird Areas of the World,” 
was unveiled ai the one-day 
event. The book, identifies 
218 top bird wildlife areas in 
the world. 17 of which are in 
Jordanian areas including 
Wadi Rum, Wadi Mujeb, 
Azraq oasis, and Aqaba. 

According to the book’s 
introduction, setting priorities 
for biodiversity conservation 
can help fbe world’s govern- 
ments and policy makers in 
making decisions ensuring 
that they meet their obliga- 
tion to protect all life on 
earth. 

As many as 80 bird species 
are found only in these 
endemic areas, the book said. 


what she is doing. We want 
to show that [the Princess 
Basma Centre] supports her 
initiative.” 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
also called Ms. Husseini 
prior to the awards ceremo- 
ny in New York to congrat- 
ulate her. 

“I am really proud of 
you,” she said. “You’ve 
made Jordan’s name recog- 
nised [in the struggle for 
human rights].” 

Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvaih thanked 
Ms. Husseini in a cable last 
week and said they wished 
her “great health, happiness 
and further success in serv- 
ing our country and its citi- 
zens and communicating 
the truth.” 


sions of Public Law 480 
(PL 480). The loans are 
being extended at the con- 
cessional interest rate of 
four per cent per year. 
Repayment will begin fol- 
lowing a grace period of 
three years in IS annual 
instalments, the statement 
said. 

With the signing of this 
agreement, the U.S. will 
have provided a total of SI S 
million in soli loans to'help 
Jordan buy a total of about 
120,000 metric tonnes of 
American wheat for 1 998. 


Therefore, conservation is 
crucial for the survival of 
such unique species “that are 
also very important and spe- 
cial for plants, butterflies, and 
reptiles as well.” 

Last October, Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, honorary' BU 
president, hosted BLl’s fust 
international gathering in the 
Middle East. The five-day 
event included bird watching 
ar Dana Nature Reserve, 
Wadi Araba, Petra and Wadi 
Rum. 

Iyad Abu Mughli, senior 
environmental officer at the 
United Nations Development 
Programme, told the meeting 
that UNDP's first priority in 
Jordan was to protea biodi- 
versity. 

’The UNDP has plans for 
many projects to pro tea 
native plants in the region 
and maintain biodiversity in 
the region, especially in Jor- 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The .speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament on Wednesday 
defended the chamber's 
recently concluded four- 
month session, saying that 
popular criticism levelled 
against it was exaggerated 
and premature. 

Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
told a press conference that 
Jordanians began levelling 
accusations at Ihe 13th Par- 
liament before the Nov. 4 
elections took place. 

Many Jordanians, includ- 
ing the Islamist-led opposi- 


Jordan 
Valley 
town 
receives 
public park 

SOUTH SHUNEH 
(Petra) — A public park 
near South Shuneh town 
in the Jordan Valley was 
turned over Wednesday to 
the town’s municipality 
during a ceremony 
attended by Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji and local 
officials. 

At the ceremony. Mr. 
Biltaji said his ministry, 
together with the min- 
istries of water and irriga- 
tion, municipal and rural 
affairs and the environ- 
ment. and public works, 
will support the South 
Shuneh municipality in 
carrying out a tourist 
development project at 
the park. 

- Mr. - Biltaji pointed out 
that the Council of Minis- 
ters- still has to formally 
endorse the decision to 
transfer the park to the 
municipality, one of sev- 
eral remaining technicali- 
ties. 

Mr. Biltaji. who earlier 
Wednesday led local vol- 
unteers on a clean-up 
campaign in the park, 
said that each citizen is 
responsible for ensuring a 
clean and safe environ- 
ment. 

He called on Jordan 
Valley municipal councils 
and other concerned 
authorities to carry out 
regular clean-up cam- 
paigns and protect the 
environment in the 
region, which is visited 
by many Jordanians on 
the weekends, especially 
in the winter and spring 
seasons. 

Shuneh District Gover- 
nor Ahmad Share’ and 
Shuneh Mayor Tha'er 
Adwan addressed the cer- 
emony. urging local citi- 
zens to take responsibility 
for protecting their region 
from pollution and keep- 
ing the park and other 
public places clean, so 
they may attract visitors 
and tourists from Jordan 
and elsewhere. 

The mayor reviewed 
plans for the development 
of tbe park and designs 
for infrastructure ser- 
vices. 


lion, which boycotted the 
ballot to protest what it said 
was a steady erosion of par- 
liamentary powers and pub- 
lic freedoms under succes- 
sive governments, have 
suggested that the House 
rubber-stamped govern- 
ment policies. 

They claim that the S0- 
seat chamber failed to 
reverse controversial poli- 
cies such as the much- 
opposed privatisation 
scheme and Jordan’s partic- 
ipation in U.S.-Israeli- 

Turkish naval manoeuvres 
held in the Mediterranean 
in December. 

“This House includes 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majaii 
on Wednesday urged the Min- 
istry of Health and Medical 
Care to speed up w ork on 
finalising a national health 
insurance plan to coverall cit- 
izens. 

“A national health insurance 
system is of paramount 
importance. The ministry 
should study it thoroughly in a 
bid to cover all people living 
in Jordan and should take 
steps to offer citizens the best 
possible medical service.” 
said the prime minister. 

He said that under the new 
system, a citizen can choose 


AMMAN (J.T) — Acting 
Minister of Planning Nasser 
La wzi and British Ambassador 
Christopher Batriscombe yes- 
terday signed a memorandum 
of understanding whereby the 
U.K. will provide an addition- 
al JD500.000 for Phase n of 
the Badia Livestock Project, 
according to a British embassy 
press release. 

Today's memorandum 
brings tbe value of U.K. sup- 
port for this project to a total of 
nearly JDS 70.000. it added. 

The project is funded by the 
U.K’s Department for Interna- 
tional Development (DFID- 
fermerfy known as ODA>. Jts 
aim is to promote the adoption 
by badia fanners of flock man- 
agement methods that would 
help increase livestock produc- 
tivity. 


deputies who are quali- 
fied.” Mr. Srour told 
reporters. "Recent incidents 
and discussions indicated 
the deputies.’ level of 
responsibility.” 

Mr. Srour said a visible 
and positive opposition was 
evident in the House, 
whose first term ended 
Sunday. 

“Parties do not stick ro a 
specific stand just for the 
sake of argument, their 
stands differ according to 
the issues at hand.” said Mr. 
Srour. who has held the 
influential speaker post for 
the last three terms. 

Around 67 deputies have 


the hospital for treatment pro- 
vided he or she pay the 
required share of the expens- 
es. 

Presently, only government 
employees and their depen- 
dants or poor people have the 
right to free treatment at gov- 
ernment hospitals. Private 
sector employees must pay for 
treatment at both government 
and private hospitals. 

Dr. Majaii said it is impor- 
tant that Jordanian citizens 
receive the best medical ser- 
vice and feel an improvement 
in such service under a nation- 
al health insurance scheme. 

Referring to allowances 


This second phase of DFID 
support to die Badia Livestock 
Project is focused on enhanc- 
ing the Livestock Extension 
Training Facilities and Activi- 
ties ar Safawi. In cooperation 
with the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. a technical training centre 
will be set up at the BRDP 
headquarters in Safawi. 
Through the centre, a team of 
Jordanian and British experts 
will woric in partnership with 
badia livestock farmers to 
develop and deliver extension 
services appropriate to their 
needs, the statement said. 

This training assistance is 
designed to support the farm- 
ers* efforts towards increasing 
the economic productivity of 
their sheep. Training work- 
shops will be targeted at the 
Livestock Project staff (Min- 


asked for an extraordinary 
session in June to continue 
debate on pending draft 
legislation, including the 
new elections law. 

Though many believe that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
will issue a Royal Decree 
endorsing their request, 
some deputies say the gov- 
ernment will make sure the 
agenda does not include 
any controversial draft 
laws, such as amendments 
to the 1993 Press and Publi- 
cations Law. 

linlike normal House ses- 
sions. agendas of extraordi- 
nary session are fixed by 
decree. 


given to public sector doctors, 
pharmacists and dentists, the 
prime minister said the gov- 
ernment was restructuring the 
allowance system so that only 
those who deserve the 
allowance may receive iL 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
reviewed the ministry’s plans 
in the coming phase, stating 
that special teams are con- 
ducting an in-depth study on a 
12-year national health insur- 
ance scheme. 

He also reviewed the min- 
istry's training plans and its 
modernisation of hospital lab- 
oratories. 


istry of Agriculture and 
HCST), community based 
“para-vets,” and male and 
female livestock farmers. The 
training programmes will 
focus on extension skills, gen- 
der awareness and monitoring 
and evaluation of small pro- 
jects, according to the 
announcement 
Since 1994. the U.K gov- 
ernment's Department for 
International Development has 
been providing technical assis- 
tance to the livestock compo- 
nent of the BRDP Phase I of 
this project came to an end in 
December 1997. It included 
the attachment of three veteri- 
nary experts based in Safawi. 
and U.K-based MA. and 
Ph.D training awards benefit- 
. mg staff of die HCST and the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 


dan, he added. 


Ministry, Swedish road company 
begin implementing road agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Work is under way on 
tbe implementation of an agreement on 
cooperation between the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works and Housing and the Swedish 
National Road Consulting Company 
(SweRoad), according to a ministry' press 
release Wednesday. 

The agreement was signed earlier this 
week by Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Nasser Lawzi and by Hans Eriks- 
son. the vice president of SweRoad, it 
said. 

According to an official at the ministry, 
the agreement is being financed as a grant 


by the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida) for the execu- 
tion of services regarding the Road Sector 
Development Plan Project. 

He said the objectives of this technical 
assistance is to enhance the efficiency of 
the ministry in terms of overall goals for 
the road construction and maintenance, 
develop adequate tools, procedures and 
skills, and enhance cooperation between 
the different road directorates toward the 
common goals. 

SweRoad will complete the services 
within 18 months, the statement said. 


U.S. loans Jordan additional 
$3 million to purchase wheat 


Jordan chosen to host Mideast 
chapter of rare bird organisation 


Majaii asks health ministry to 
finalise national insurance plan 



Acting Minister of Planning Nasser Lawzi and British Ambassador Christopher Bat- 
tis combe Wednesday sign the memorandum of understanding to provide British sup- 
port to the Badia Livestock Project (Petra photo) 


Jordan, U.K. sign JD500,000 
memorandum for badia project 


what’s qoin 


AMMAN INIERNATION- ■ 

• AL 

THOEAXRE FESTIVAL 
Thursday . ' . ' 

* Jordanian play “Another 

BuBet at BemardaV 1 Alba’s 
House" ahdlndhn pJtty '.‘‘BBct. 
Do“ar the Royal Qdtueal Centre 
at 7:30 pjn. 'and 9HG pm: 
resprativeiyr ■ '■ -> 1 5 ' : • 

Friday 

* Palestinian phy'The Island" 

at Osama AI Mashini Theane, 
Abdali at 6:90 pm .. ' - 

* Pafcsmnan jSay TA Brit^e 

for Eva^ anF. 'ItHasran jflay 
■’Oiheflo’*^ toe Royal Cultural 
Centre atTJftpm and WJOpjn: * 
respectively.. ; 

; mm . 

* Spanish film “Mujeies al . 


■border dc un aiaqoe denervios" at 
fcstituto Qrfantes^>al Amman 
caThnrsdaji April 2, at5dX) pja 
j.* Spanish fflmT^Beherielaos" 
[ptfl)atfasrituwCerv«ttes,Jd)a] 

: Amman ocr Saturdays April ‘4- at 
. 5:00pm - - 

CNWGSPRING BAZAAR 


toe’ Dmied- iia&rof-'WBniepY 
OmkLof Jordan (UNWG), ai the 
' Orthodox Gob' on HidayApnl 3 
r lCbOO am.-7.-00 pm " ; T ; 

I^CFBR^-:- - . 

. «Tiisin”.hy^pai33^a^ Hil- 
brigbt : Bouse;- ' Sfenrisani . ^TfeL 
. 56S-476^'po ! Bjn rad^-April. 2 
i (4.<X)pm^S^pm). : ' ' 


T jJfobacnnad Al 

; 'SbaBBB^ Balqa, 


■ equip' 

~ pejftaie: the 


advent of "Ed Al Adba) at toe 
Umvasity of Jordan, until April 7. 

* Book eitoibHroo at toe Bisb- 
; op’s School Jabal Amman. First 

Circle, until April! 

. - * Modem Jctdaman Ceramics'’ 
by Raed Ai Dahleb at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
April tQ. 

* Painting s oo handmade paper 
at Noor Al Hussein Foundation, 
off ■'WkS Soya Sc (TeL 
5699141/2), until ApriT25. 

■ * “Modem Jordanian Ceram- 
ks” by Raed Al IMleh 3t Instmi- 
. eo Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
April 10. ’ 

* IK&cks by Igrdanirn artist 
Yousef Baddawi at .Darat AI 
Rnjun, Jabal Wabdeh until April 
9 (Tel 4643251/2). Also display- 
ing a private coDection of Mam- 
douh Bisharat entitled- “A Vision, 
An Identity" and works by con- 
temporary Arab aitisis “Tbe . 
New Collection.” 


Major blizzard to hit country? Don’t take our word for it 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The great American 
novelist Mark Twain once surprised 
a number of people who had heard 
of his untimely demise by showing 
up very much alive. His comment? 
“Rumours of my death have been 
greatly exaggerated.” 

The Jordan Times would like to 
take tilis opportunity to inform read- 
ers ihat reports of a major blizzard 
due to hit the country were, well, 
greatly exaggerated 
Some readers may have read the 
article, “Major blizzard to hit coun- 
try next week,” without looking at 
the date of yesterday’s issue. Apnl 1. 
April Fool’s Day. 

However, the Meteorological 
Department, while denying a report 
of a blizzard in “a local newspaper ” 
did announce yesterday that some 
scattered showers are expected 


between Thursday and Friday (no 
kidding). 

In the best tradition of pranksters 
— and newspapers — the world 
over, the Jordan Times, in keeping 
with its annual tradition, decided to 
insert a little joke to catch the 
unwary in their daily routine. 

From news agencies worldwide, 
we learned that a Japanese national 
daily reported yesterday that 
researchers had invented a machine 
that determines the real meaning of 
politicians’ statements. 

Similarly, the beer giant Guinness 
made an April Fool of the London- 
based Financial Times by putting 
out a spoof press release, under an 
April 1 embargo, announcing that it 
would become the official sponsor 
of Greenwich observatory and that 
Greenwich Mean Time would be 
renamed “Guinness Mean Time.” 

The Iraqi Babel newspaper pub- 


lished a brief article, made promi- 
nent by a red-inked headline, quot- 
ing U.S. President Bill Clinton as 
saying that “it was time for lifting 
the sanctions.'' 

On its part, the Jordan Tunes, in 
light of the copious amounts of snow 
that has fallen here, decided to stick 
(no pun intended) to this track. 

We were overwhelmed yesterday 
with phone calls by numerous read- 
ers asking for confirmation of the 
report. 

It was a further proof of how many 
and how vigilant our readers are, 
and that made us glad. 

Among the first to call was the 
weatherman himself, who wondered 
first and laughed ar the joke later. 

Scores of secretaries called from 
business and diplomatic offices, ask- 
ing if their bosses should cancel 
their travel plans for the up-coming 
‘Eid Al Adha. 


Officials at the ministry of tourism 
also enquired. 

As is sometimes the case, howev- 
er. not everybody got the joke. 

Some argued that the newspaper 
was losing its credibility by publish- 
ing such items on April Fool's Day, 
and one lady even threatened to refer 
us to the Royal Court. 

Last year, when the Jordan Times 
published an April fool on a Jordan 
Valley fanner who discovered the 
secret of cloning pumpkins, some 
officials at the Ministiy of Agricul- 
ture were not very appreciative. 

But we appreciated very much 
Bob Robertson's warning. 

Based upon his forecast, we evac- 
uated our offices in time, thus sur- 
viving yesterday's terrible earth- 
quake. registering eight on the 
Richter scale, with the epicentre 
directly under the Jordan Times 
building! 
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Yeltsin inches towards conciliation 


in standoff with deputies 


MOSCOW fAFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin took 
a step towards conciliation 
over his choice for prime 
minister Wednesday, offer- 
ing talks with both parlia- 
ment speakers over the 


nomination of young 


reformer Sergei Kiriyenko. 

The Russian president 
invited Yegor Stroyev and 
Gennady Seleznyov to meet 
him and Mr. Kiriyenko 
Thursday to discuss the 
controversial candidacy, 
which has threatened the 
most serious constitutional 
and political showdown in 
Russia since the parliamen- 
tary uprising in October 
1993. 

The state Duma lower 
house immediately backed 
down from a demand issued 
early Wednesday that Mr. 
Yeltsin drop his young pro- 
tege pending all-party talks 
on Russia's economic and 
political future. 

But the chamber, packed 
with Communists opposed 
to a candidate the}- see as 
inexperienced, maintained 
its hostility to the presi- 
dent's recent flurry of polit- 
ical manoeuvres, damning 
his go-it-alone approach. 

'The demand of the presi- 
dent to ratify the candidate 
for prime minister without 


serious examination with 
political forces does not 
correspond to the construc- 
tive cooperation between 
the different organs of 
state" deputies said in a res- 
olution. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky said 
Mr. Yeltsin was "ready to 
listen to his interlocutors." 
at Thursday's noon (0800 
GMT) meeting at the Rus 
retreat. 1 00 kilometres west 
oF Moscow. 

He added that the invita- 
tion to the speakers of the 
Duma and Federation 
Council (upper house) 
amounted to the Kremlin's 
last word on the simmering 
controversy over Mr. 
Kiriyenko's candidacy until 
Thursday's rendezvous. 

Duma speaker Seleznyov- 
said the group of four meet- 
ing could be no substitute 
for the roundtable which 
deputies want convened to 
hammer out a broad-church 
cabinet and compromise 
government programme. 

” But the initiative remains 
Mr. Yeltsin's first move 
towards compromise in 10 
hectic days of political 
spring-cleaning. starting 
with his dismissal of the 
government on March 23. 
which have broucht the 


Russian president eyeball to 
eyeball with his parliamen- 
tary foes. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 67. has stuck 
by his young protege, whom 
he plucked from obscurity 
last week to form a new- 
cabinet and revitalise the 
reforms, and has threatened 
to dissolve the parliament if 
it rejects his candidate. 

Communists and allied 
leftists who can almost 
muster a majority in the 
450-seat chamber have 
vowed to block the appoint- 
ment in a first vote Friday, 
saying Mr. Kiriyenko is too 
inexperienced and not rep- 
resentative of the full range 
of political opinion in par- 
liament. 

Two further "no" votes 
will enable Mr. Yeltsin to 
dissolve the chamber and 
call fresh parliamentary 
elections. 

“The Duma and president 
have started political horse- 
Irading. each trying to show 
the other that they are more 
powerful." said Nikolai 
Petrov of the Carnegie 
Endowment think-tank, 
commenting Wednesday's 
brinkmanship. 

"Deputies need time to get 
something like government 
posts or concrete promises, 
and. also for settinc to know 


Kiriyenko and his proposals 
better " he added. 

But Mr. Kiriyenko himself 
categorically ruled out 
resorting to such bargaining 
merely to secure hfs own 
confirmation. 

“A few concessions to the 
Duma members could prob- 
ably resolve the problem of 
mv being approved, but this 
is not crucial for me now." 
Mr. Kiriyenko was quoted 
by ITAR-TASS as saying. 
“For me it is the programme 
and formation of the new 
government which are 
important." 

"Dragging me into (politi- 
cal horsetrading ) will not 
work." Mr. Kiriyenko said. 
"Talk from positions of bar- 
gaining or blackmailing is 
impossible." 

Instead Mr. Kiriyenko laid 
the emphasis on his pro- 
gramme rather than person- 
alities. 

"A government pro- 
gramme must not only 
appeal to everyone but 
bring good economic 
results." Mr. Kiriyenko 
said. "Appointments to a 
new government should be 
made with due account 
taken of the need to imple- 
ment the proposed pro- 
gramme rigid! v and quick- 
ly" 


Cambodian chopper crashes 
into Khmer Rouge minefield 


S1EM REAP. Cambodia 
(AFPj — A government 
helicopter flying journalists 
and a British diplomat to a 
captured Khmer Rouge 
base in northern Cambodia 
crash-landed into a jungle 
minefield Wednesday. 

The diplomat, the pilot 
and a senior Cambodian 
military official were hurt 
the military said. 

Others among the 36 on 
board escaped with cuts 
and bruises but concern 
was expressed because they 
would have to spend a night 
at Preah Vrhear, a former 
Khmer Rouge base takeft 
last Sunday. 

The Russian-built Mi-8 
helicopter came down just 
short of the landing field at 
the base on the Thai border, 
165 kilometres northeast of 
Siem Reap. 

The crash set off two 
mines under the helicopter, 
intelligence service Colonel 
Dam Hak. one of the pas- 
sengers, told reporters at 
Siem Reap military 
Airbase. 

Sources identified the 
British diplomat as 
Laurence Pickup, number 
two at the Phnom Penh 
embassy. A British official 
said the diplomat's injuries 
"did not appear to be life- 
threatening." 

Pickup "was brought to 
Siem Reap where he was 
checked by doctors at a pri- 
vate clinic. 

AFP photographer David 


van der Veen was one of at 
least 10 journalists on the 
helicopter which crashed at 
0330 GMT. 

Other news organisations 
represented on the flight 
included a photographer for 
the U.S. agency Associated 
Press, a reporter for the 
Daily Telegraph of London, 
a photographer and reporter 
for Reuters and at least one 
camerawoman for 

Worldwide Television 
News. 

The British Broadcasting 
Corporation and the 
Japanese Nihon Den pa 
News had at least one cor- 
respondent each on board 
and there was a crew from 
an unidentified German 
television network. 

British embassy transla- 
tor. Ly Heang. who sus- 
tained a minor head wound 
and relumed to Siem Reap 
with Mr. Pickup, said some 
of the journalists suffered 
cuts to their hands and 
faces. 

The journalists were to 
remained at Preah Vi hear 
because no new helicopter 
could be sent from Phnom 
Penh to fly them back to the 
capita] straight away, mili- 
tary sources said. 

Diplomats in Phnom 
Penh expressed concern at 
the group staying in Preah 
Vihear because of the dan- 
ger of u new attack, the 
mines and the malaria risk. 

Deputy Chief of Staff 
Meas Sophea. who was 


leading the trip, said the 
reporters were all fine. 
“Everybody is okay." he 
said. "But the helicopter 
cannot be used." 

He said the journalists 
had extricated themselves 
from the wreckage and 
“were iaking pictures." 

Ly Heang said "we 
crashed with the door side 
facing the ground and there 
was no way to get out. The 
pilot had to* break the wind- 
shield to get out. 

"I was so frightened. I 
didn't think I would survive 
and didn't think I would 
ever be able to get back 
here. 

The helicopter was 
unable to gain altitude for 
the planned landing just 20 
metres from Preah Vihear 
temple, co-pilot Koy Tha 
said. 

"We tried to land smooth- 
ly but we dropped on a 
minefield and a mine 
exploded." Koy Tha said. 

The flight was arranged 
after government forces 
took Preah Vihear with 
Khmer Rouge defectors last 
Sunday. 

Two helicopters made the 
trip Wednesday. A smaller 
chopper carrying Meas 
Sophea and several high- 
ranking Khmer rouge 
defectors to the ancient 
temple landed safely. 

Those seriously injured in 
the crash were brought to 
Siem Reap in the smaller 
helicopter. 


Bombs hit homes of 
four Basque politicians 


SAN SEBASTIAN. Spain 
f R) — Bombs exploded at 
the homes of four local rul- 
ing-party politicians in 
Spain's Basque country’ 
early Wednesday in attacks 
blamed on the Basque sep- 
aratist guerrilla group 

ETA. 

One person was slightly 
injured in the wave of 
explosions, which occurred 
at entrances to houses and 
apartment blocks where 
the popular party officials 
lived, authorities said. 

While the bombings 
mostly caused only minor 
damage, the strongest of 
the four blasts smashed 
down doors, shattered win- 
dows and wrecked a stair- 
case in one building. 

The first bomb went off 
just after midnight in the 
doorway of a town council- 
lor's home in Fuentetiabia, 
near the border with 
France, officials said. 

The politician’s sister, 
who had just entered the 


house, suffered cuts and 
scratches from flying 
debris. 

Other explosions 

occurred in the resort of 
San Sebastian and the bor- 
der town of Iron. The 
homes of three town coun- 
cillors and a regional party 
leader were targeted, 
police said. 

Damaged buildings were 
evacuated while engineers 
checked to be sure the 
structures were safe. 

Authorities blamed the 
bombings on ETA i Basque 
homeland and freedom ). 
which has killed more than 
800 people in its 30-year 
fight for an independent 
Basque slate encompassing 
parts of northern Spain and 
southern France. 

Officials said the attacks 
may have been in retalia- 
tion for a recent police 
crackdown on ETA that has 
resulted in nearly a dozen 
arrests and the dismantling 
of two of the group's dead- 


liest units. 

Local popular party 
politicians have been the 
most recent victims of ETA 
shootings and car bomb- 
ings. 

"Once again, we are the 
targets.” said R icardo 

Hueso. head of the Pany 
Branch in (he Basque 
province of Guipuzcoa. the 
site of Wednesday's bomb- 
ings. "But we will continue 
fighting them." 

Following the attacks, 
ruling party politicians 
throughout the 

autonomous Basque region 
were warned to take extra 
security measures, state 
radio reported. Many are 
already protected by body- 
guards. 

ETA considers the cen- 
tre-right popular party the 
heirs of the late Spanish 
dictator General Francisco 
Franco, who brutally 
repressed Basque national- 
ism during his nearly four 
decades in power. 


End of 
Papon trial 
delayed by 
key defence 
questions 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — The expected 
conclusion of Maurice 
Papon's trial for crimes 
against humanity hit a 
snag Wednesday w hen 
Mr. Papon's lawyer asked 
the court to consider 
three key questions 
touching ’ on the 
Nuremberg definition of 
the charge. 

The marathon six- 
month trial was to have 
gone to the nine-member. 
Three-judge jury at noon. 

But ‘ head defence 
lawyer Jean-Marc VarauL 
who reiterated the 
Nuremberg criteria for 
crimes against humanity 
in detail Tuesday, asked 
chief judge Jean -Lou is 
Castagnede to ask the 
jury to consider three 
additional questions. 

These were: Did Mr. 
Papon have the ability to 
resist Nazi orders to 
round up and deport 
Jews? Did he know about 
the concerted plan to 
exterminate Jews and did 
he concur? And. would 
his resignation as number 
two in the Bordeaux 
Prefecture during the war 
have changed die out- 
come for the Jew s? 

The prosecution and the 
dozen or so lawyers for 
the civil parties in the 
trial al! opposed the 
motion, and the court 
recessed to consider it. 

Wednesday. Mr. Varaur 
told the court that 
Nuremberg Article Six 
defines crime? against 
humanity as the “system- 
atic extermination of a 
people according to a 
concerted plan based on 
race or religion." 

An individual, to be 
found guilty of thai 
crime, must be proven to 
hate had "knowledge of 
the extermination plan, 
believed in it. and will- 
ingly collaborated in its 
implementation." he said. 

“War crimes are not 
crimes against humani- 
ty." said Mr. Varaul. 

Before concluding his 
three-day closing argu- 
ment. Mr. Varaul 
implored the jury to 
acquit Mr. Papon, saying 
his conviction would 
“trivialise" the concept of 
crimes against humanity 
and would constitute "the 
unjust sacrifice of an 
innocent man ... to 
appease the horror of a 
nation's collective guilt. 



Australian Prime Minister John Howard reacts whilst reading a note handed to him 
during question time in Canberra’s Parliament House announcing that his govern- 
ment had won a legal victory over Aborigines trying to prevent the construction oF the 
Hindmarsh Island bridge in South Australia because it crossed sacred ground. 
Howard's controversial land rights legislation returned to the Senate on Wednesday, 
with its rejection possible forcing Australia into a race election (Reuters photo) 


Australian senate 
resumes land rights battle 


CANBERRA (R) — The 
Australian parliament 
Wednesday began reconsid- 
ering the government's con- 
troversial aboriginal land 
rights reforms, with the 
expected rejection of the bill 
likely to trigger an early elec- 
tion this year. 

Aboriginal groups fighting 
the reforms said they 
remained confident the upper 
house senate would reject the 
bill, despite a government 
softening on some key claus- 
es. 

Prime Minister John 
Howard has threatened to 
call an early election, possi- 
bly as soon as July, if the sen- 
ate rejects the legislation a 
second time. It has already- 
done so once. 

The government needs the 
support of at least two non- 
government senators to pass 
legislation through the 76- 
seat chamber, where the 
labour opposition, minor 
parties and independents 
hold a small majority. 

A government spokesman 
said the senate was expected 
to \ote on the bill late next 
week. 


The minister responsible 
for the land rights legislation. 
Nick Minchin. urged labour 
to back down on its opposi- 
tion. 

"Labor should now get out 
of the way.... stop its obstruc- 
tionist tactics, let this bill 
through." he told reporters 
outside parliament. 

The bill aims to end a land 
row between Aborigines and 
farmers over government 
pastures leased to fanners by- 
guaranteeing aboriginal 
access to that land while lim- 
iting their rights to claim that 
access. 

Even ■ if the government 
wins senate approval, the 
legislation's fate remains in 
doubt because it will face a 
series of legal challenges. 

A Landmark case that was 
expected to resolve one key- 
issue ended Wednesday 
without making it clear if the 
government had powers to 
pass laws detrimental to 
Aborigines. 

The high court rejected an 
aboriginal challenge to a law 
that prevented them stopping 
the construction of a bridge 
on sacred land. 


The Aborigines had argued 
the law was unconstitutional 
because the constitution 
allowed the government to 
pass laws only for the good 
of Aborigines and not to their 
detriment. 

Critics .of the land rights 
bill have said they would 
challenge it on the same con- 
stitutional basis. 

But in its 5-1 ruling, the 
high court rejected the case 
on unrelated grounds, leav- 
ing the government's uncon- 
stitutional powers unclear 
and failing to erase one area 
of challenge on the land 
rights bill. 

The government does not 
have to hold an election until 
mid- 1999. but can call a snap 
poll at any time because the 
senate has already rejected 
two other bills twice. 

However. Mr. Howard is 
not obliged to call ah' election 
immediately and is expected 
to wail until the senate 
rejects several other bills 
before doing so. These bills 
can then be pushed through a 
joint sitting if he wins the 
election. 


China hailed for openness 
during U.N. human rights visit 


GENEVA i AFP) — China 
showed a spirit of good will 
during a visit by U.N. experts 
invesiigaung arbitrary deten- 
tion. allowing unprecedented 
access to prisoners, a report 
handed to the Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva said. 

As a result of the "spirit of 
openness" the group was able 
to conduct all its interviews 
with prisoners without witness- 
es. in locations chosen ai the 
la>t moment by (he delegation 
with only U.N. interpreter* pre- 
sent. the report i ssued 
Wednesday said. 

The 27-page report, sum- 
marises the findings or the 
U.N. working group on arbi- 
trary detention which paid a 
ten-day \isit io China in 
October l°97. 

The mkdon was led by 
Chairman Kapil Sihai from 
India and Louis Joinei from 
France. 

The mission visited two 
detention centres never tvfore 
seen by a foreign delegation. 
One of them was (he Shanghai 
Pre-Trial Detention Centre, 
which holds 5$5 suspects, 
including 24 women. 

The group also went to 
Drapchi prison in the Tibetan 
capital of Lhasa, where it con- 


ducted private interviews with 
some I * ) detainees. 

Some of the detainees were 
picked at random and some 
chosen from a list of non com- 
mon-law prisoners. "In China 
this was an unprecedented ini- 
tiative." the report said. 

The experts said the prece- 
dent created by its visit "augurs 
well for the continuing cooper- 
ation" with the international 
community on human rights. 
The conclusions should be 
welcomed by the United States 
and Europe which have decid- 
ed against sponsoring a resolu- 
tion against China's human 
rights track record at the com- 
mission which cuds April 24. 

Western countries insist that 
dialogue should be given a 
chance to produce human 
rights improvements and point 
out that China has already- 
made some progress, notably 
in releasing several leading dis- 
sidents and pledging to sign the 
U.N. convention on civil and 
political rights. 

The document said changes 
brought about by a revision of 
China's criminal procedure 
law were a "step in the right 
direction." For instance, the 
growing role of lawyers in 
criminal trials, enablins them 


to defend suspects more effec- 
tively, was in line with interna- 
tional legal norms. 

China has moved from an 
"inquisitorial system of crimi- 
nal justice towards a more 
adversarial system which, 
hopefully, will contribute to the 
protection of human rights." 
die report said. 

However, the group pointed 
out that additional work still 
needed to be done. For ■exam- 
ple. though counter-revolution- 
ary offences were no longer 
punishable under criminal law. 
they were judged as offences 
endangering national security, 
a term which remained unde- 
fined. 

That could enable authorities 
to arrest and harass people who 
may be peacefully exercising 
their fundamental liberties. 

The group urged China to 
amend its law so that any 
peaceful activity in the exercise 
of fiindamental rights as guar- 
anteed by the U.N.'s Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
would not be judged a criminal 
offence. 

It also urged China to state 
clearly that a person would be 
presumed innocent until 
proved guilty by a court of Jaw. 


Outcry over guns in schools 
after death of student 


LILLE. France i AFPi — A 
French secondary school stu- 
dent died Wednesday t ,fter 
playing with a pistol in class, 
raising an outcry over the pres- 
ence oi guns ir. schools. 

The Uvy car-old youth was 
rushed to hospital in critical 
condition Tuesday after he and 
his best friend toyed with his 
father's pistol at the back of the 
room during a natural historv 


class. 

Police quoted the friend as 
recounting that the youth, 
named only us Hassan A., 
passed him the pistol under the 
table and said: ‘Try iL it's not 
loaded." The bullet lodged in 
Hasson’s brain. 

The two were described as 
quiet and studious and the 
school has no record of data, or 
schoolyard violence. 


Teachers trade unions 
expressing fears that U.S.-style 
v iolence was emerging in 
French schools, called for the 
government to take action. 

Education Minister Claude 
AHegie said it Was “inadmissi- 
ble that studenis introduce 
weapons into schools" and that 
he was catling on the Interior 
Ministry to establish security 
checks outside schools. 


OSCE 
gives its 
blessing to 
Armenia’s 
elections 
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YEREVAN (AFP; — The 
Organisation for Security and 
Coopermon in Europe 
Wednesday gave its qualified 
blessing to Armenia's presi- 
dential elections, saying that 
Robert Kocharian's margin of 
victory was large enough to 
overcome any misgivings 
about the vote. 

“Overall, these elections are 
a step forward from the trou- 
bled elections of 1996 towards 
a functioning democracy,'' said 
the OSCE, which sent 140 
observers to monitor 
Monday’s rnn-off vote. 

The 1996 elections had been 
marred by serious fraud which 
resulted in demonstrations by 
the opposition and riots in the 
capital. The authorities had to 
deploy tanks to restore calm. 

Bui Wednesday the OSCE 
broadly welcomed the latest 
elections while acknowledging 
there had been ‘irregularities”. 

“In some areas the elections 
fell short of tire commitment 
Armenia has made to OSCE 
standards.” the OSCE state- 
ment said, read out to a press 
conference by U.S. diplomat 
Sam Brown. But he empha- 
sised: “These shortcomings do 
not cause us to question the 
outcome." 

The final results of the poll 
had still not been published at 
noon Wednesday, but figures 
from the tally of 95 per cent of 
the vote gave Mr. Kocharian a 
convincing 60 per cent against 
40 per cent for his rival, tire 
republic’s Soviet-era leader 
Karen Demirchian. 

Among the irregularities 
noted by the OSCE Mr 
Brown said that “in some 
precincts in Yerevan there 
were large discrepancies 
between signatures and ballots 

-cask • •'■sim-.i-i I' l-i-i ■ 

In several, polling stations. 
extraordinarily. 1 high, turnout 
raises questions over the 
integrity of tire process in these 
locations." 

“Such inequalities provide 
opportunities for fraud and 
abuse, opportunities which in 
sporadic cases were used," Mr. 

Brown noted. 

There had been “irregulari- 
ties in several instances" with 
"sufficient indication of vote 
fraud to require further investi- 
gation and possible criminal 
charges." he said. 

But overall, he said, “elec- 
tion day activities were con- 
ducted calmly and in accor- 
dance with the law in (he v3$i 
majority of districts." 

The OSCE had been notably 
more critical of the first round 
of voting on March 16, 
describing it as ■ “deeply 
flawed” and calling on the 
authorities to take concrete 
steps to prevent fraud ip the 
run-off round. 

The Armenian electoral 
commission, responsible for 
organising the vote, and sever- 
al ambassadors from OSCE 
member countries in Yerevan, 
considered the OSCE's judge- 
ment harsh. 

.Armenia's new president. 

Mr. Kocharian, 43, was the 
leader of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
the mosdy Armenian-populat- 
ed enclave within Azerbaijan 
during a six-year war of seces- 
sion which ended in 1994. 

Ms war-hero stares and no- 
nonsense natio nalism, coupled 
with pragmatic free-marktt 
policies and his power base as 
prime minister and acting pres- 
ident, made him a fins 
favourite for the vote and he 
emetged as a clear leader in the 
first round ballot 
The Karabakh factor 
remained a key element in die 
run-off vote, particularly as die 
elections were initially 
prompted by the resignation in 
February of Levon ■ Tar- 
Petiossian over crum Wing sup- 
port for his own more conaha' 
tory proposals for peace in the 
enclave. 

But Mr. Kocharian has also 
promised to pursue more- liber- 
al econ omic policies in a bid to 
attract greater foreign invest- 
ment into Armenia, one of 
poorest of the former Soviet 
republics. . ... 

Of the 2 J million people e&- V* ^ 

gibfe to vote Monday, turnout 
was 52.8 per cent — to** ‘ 1 

than in the first round, when & 
per cent of voters cast their baF 
lots. 
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see further 
threat from 
Hong Kong 
bird flu 


KONG KONG (R> — 
Scientists have discovered 
that a bird virus which killed 
several people in Hong 
Kong last year was actually 
made up of two viral strains, 
complicating the battle 
against the vims, experts 
said Wednesday. 

Researchers at the U.S. 
Centres for Disease Control 
(CDCj have found that the 
“bird flu" outbreak in the ter- 
ritory was caused by two dif- 
ferent strains of the H5NI 
vims. 

The Atlanta-based 
research institute released 
the findings to a medical 
conference in Hong Kong 
Tuesday, experts said. 

‘'Nancy (COX of the 
CDC) bad demonstrated that 
there are two H5N1 viruses 
infecting humans in Hong 
Kong, both of which were 
able to cause severe infec- 
tion and death,” said John 
Tam, a professor of virology 
at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. 

Professor Tam, who 
attended the conference, said 
the findings would compli- 
cate the search for a vaccine, 
which does not yet exist 
“Vaccine • production 
becomes a problem as there 
are two different viruses," he 
said. 

The finding might imply 
multiple sources for the 
killer virus, which was pre- 
viously thought to originate 
only in ducks. The virus was 
passed to chickens, which in 
turn transmitted it to 
humans. 

“It may . implicate a diver- 
sified sours of where the 
virus originates from. So fins 
is something -that' virologists 
.really, need toirlook into,” ‘ 
Professor Tam said. 

The virus, which killed six 
people in Hong Kong and 
infected at least a dozen oth- 
ers. was unknown in humans 
before last year. 

The outbreak caused con- 
cern worldwide of a recur- 
rence of tiie “Hong Kong 
flu” pandemic of 1968 
which killed 46,500 people 
worldwide. 

The “bind flu” disease can 
cause multiple-organ failure, 
and very few humans have 
antibodies against iL 
Medical experts issued 
new warnings Tuesday that 
the bug could recur in a 
more virulent form after 
months of inactivity. 

“The chance is always 
there," Professor Tam said. 

No new cases have been 
reported since the slaughter 
of 1 .4 million fowl in 
December, but tough poultry 
import controls and hygiene 
rules remain in force. 

A U.S. flu expert, Robert 
Webster, said last month he 
did not expect many more 
cases in Hong Kong this 
year. 

But experts noted in the 
Tuesday conference that the 
territory should remain cau- 
tious. 

“We still have to be very 
cautious about what may 
happen in the future.” said 
Magnus Hjelm, a chemical 
pathology professor at the 
Chinese -University of Hong 
Kong. - 

Professor Tam warned that 
Hong Kong was not yet 
clear of the virus, which 
could recur after mutating 
with other bugs into a form 
that might spread more read- 
ily between human beings. 



Demonstrators protesting against deposed Cambodian co-Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, beat a young boy in Phnom Penh. Running street battles erupted in cen- 
tral Phnom Penh alter supporters of deposed Cambodian co-Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh clashed with opponents Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

New standoff between Ranariddh 
supporters and opponents 


PHNOM PENH (Am — A 
second standoff between 
supporters and opponents of 
deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh caused renewed 
tension in Phnom Penh 
Wednesday. 

Hours after police broke 
up one demonstration 
which threatened to degen- 
erate into fighting, rival 
sides gathered again near 
the hotel where the prince 
has been staying since his 
return to Phnom Penh 
Monday, an AFP reporter at 
the scene said. 

Armed riot police were 
again called for the second 


confrontation as isolated 
fist fights broke out. 

Around 1,500 royalist 
supporters were outside the 
hotel when they saw a 
march by around 300 oppo- 
nents of the prince coming 
along the main Norodom 
Boulevard. 

Some of the royalist 
activists broke away pick- 
ing up sign boards and 
stones to confront the rival 
demonstration around 500 
metres from the prince’s 
hotel. 

Around 50 riot police with 
rifles and bullet proof vests 
turned up and moved people 
away but the two sides did 


not immediately disperse. 

Earlier, riot police broke 
up a large demonstration by 
the prince’s supporters after 
they traded increasingly 
hostile insults with political 
rivals. 

Armed police dispersed 
more than 1.000 people, 
many of them motorcycle 
taxi drivers, who had gath- 
ered in a park opposite the 
Hotel Le Royal, where the 
prince has been holding 
meetings. 

Prince Ranariddh returned 
Monday from nearly nine 
months in exile after he was 
ousted by co-Premier Hun 
Sen. 


Asia-Pacific travel executives urge 
crackdown on child sex industry 


MANILA' (AFP) — Asian 
and Pacific travel executives 
Wednesday said they would 
support a crackdown on inter- 
national sex tourism follow- 
ing a British initiative that 
would involve alerting South 
East Asian police whenever 
known paedophiles travel 
abroad. 

Pacific Asia Travel 
Association (PATA) 

Communications Director 
Bill Hastings told AFP its 
members “very much 
endorse” the efforts of groups 
trying to bait the child sex 
industry contributed to in part 
by tourist paedophiles. 

The London daily The 
Guardian said the British 
campaign would involve 
British police alerting their 
Sooth East Asian counter- 
parts whenever known pae- 
dophiles travel abroad. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook will also 
announce a conference in 
London in October, bringing 
together experts on the sex 
trade from police forces, gov- 
ernments and charities across 
Europe and Asia, the paper 
added. 

Tourism ministries in the 
region, notably Thailand, 
have asked the PATA to help 
on the problem of child pros- 
titution and pornography, 
said Joseph Mclnemey, 
PATA chief executive officer. 

“Tt isn’t an easy fix situa- 
tion,” be said at a press brief- 
ing of the PATA annual con- 
ference in the Philippine cap- 
ital. 

“We’re going to work with 
other organisations who take 
the lead on it,” he said 

The group had invited a 
representative of the End 
Child Prostitution, Child 


Pornography and Trafficking 
of Children for Sexual 
Purposes (ECPAT) to give a 
media briefing on the issue. 

He indicated there was an 
“understanding that we are 
against it” and they want to 
fight it. adding: “Now we 
have to come with a plan to 
doit.” 

“It's good that this bilateral 
agreement is starting,” said 
Ron O’Grady of ECPAT, 
referring to the British initia- 
tive, but he stressed more 
needed to be done. 

“Education is the most 
important contribution” that 
the travel industry make, he 
said 

Airlines could be putting 
information in their inflight 
magazines about penalties 
and prevention. Mr. 
Mclnemey said adding they 
would be looking at specific 
measures to assist groups 
such as ECPAT. 

Travel executives attending 
the three-day conference 
were more guarded with offi- 
cials stressing the main focus 
of the conference was the 
impact of the Asian financial 
crisis on the travel industry. 

Earlier Wednesday. Mr. 
O'Grady urged the world's 
travel and tourism industry to 
do more to fight the spread of 
child prostitution which has 
increased partly due to the 
greater number of people 
going overseas. 

‘The travel industry is at 
the forefront of the issue 
because travel agents and 
tour operators know what’s 
happening,” O' Grady told the 
PATA conference. 

He added that “in a number 
of cases, they (travel agents 
and operators) have been able 
to prevent tourists” from 


engaging in sex with child 
prostitutes. He did not specify 
how this had been achieved. 

Paul Hoskins of Fulcrum 
Management International, a 
travel consultancy group, 
said sexual abuse of children 
“is a widespread problem." 
not just in Asia and the 
Pacific and said it “seems to 
be the situation when people 
travel abroad they feel free 
from constraints.” 

This resulted in many 
“entering brothels" which 
offer child prostitutes. 

He said it was difficult for 
airlines and other travel 
groups to screen potential 
abusers but added they could 
make a contribution by mak- 
ing information available. 

An ECPAT statement said 
there were more than one 
million child prostitutes in the 
world with over 650,000 of 
them in Asia. 

The largest numbers were 
in China and India but there 
were also large numbers in 
the Philippines. Thailand, Sri 
Lanka, Taiwan. Vietnam and 
Cambodia, it said. 

ECPAT also quoted United 
Nations figures saying there 
were 25,000 child prostitutes 
in Honduras. 26,000 in 
Paraguay and 40.000 in 
Venezuela. 

Child prostitution is also 
growing in Eastern Europe. 
ECPAT said, but added there 
were also cases of East 
European child prostitutes 
showing up in Western 
Europe. 

In Africa, there were large 
numbers of children engaged 
in prostitution in South Africa 
but there was also a growing 
problem in Sudan, Kenya and 
Libya, ECPAT said 


‘Elections are the real April Fool’s Day in the Philippines’ 


MANILA (AFP) — Cynical 
Philippine newspapers 
Wednesday said there was 
no need for people to cele- 
brate April Fool’s Day since 
elections - were coming up 
with enough voters willing 
toactasfbok 

Former Press Secretary 
Horacio Paredes wrote in his 
column in the Malaya 
(Freedom) newspaper that 
“the greatest of all pranks is 
that which is polled on the 
Filipino people with each 
election.” * 

Greg Macabenta, colum- 


nist of tiie Business World 
newspaper echoed Mr. 
Paredes' sentiments, saying 
Filipinos “have the longest 
April Fool’s season" — 
meaning the campaign peri- 
od for the elections. 

Filipinos will go to the 
polls on May 11 to elect the 
successor to President Fidel 
Ramos, half the senate, the 
entire house of representa- 
tives. as well as about 
17,000 local posts. 

. Both columnists 

bemoaned Filipino politi- 
cians’ use of gimmickry and 


black propaganda to win 
elections rather than dis- 
cussing issues. 

“In our country, it seems 
like every day is April Fool’s 
Day ” Mr. Macabenta said. 

The campaign for presi- 
dential elections oh May 11 
is shaping up to be one of the 
most colourful in years. 

Surveys show the likely 
winner will be Vice- 
President Joseph Estrada, a 
college drop-out, admitted 
heavy drinker and philander- 
er whose main claim to fame 
is that he was once one of 


the country’s top movie 
stars. 

Other showbiz figures are 
also widely expected to be 
elected to lower positions 
while veteran politicians in 
the race have been busy trad- 
ing accusations of assassina- 
tion plots and graft charges. 

Teresita Baltazar. execu- 
tive director of Philippine 
Conscience, a civic group, 
said in a statement that “as 
we view the circus parade of 
political candidates, we are 
filled with alarm and revul- 
sion." 


Clinton holds talks 
with Senegal’s president 


DAKAR (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
held talks with Senegal’s 
head of state Abdou Diouf 
Wednesday, after receiv- 
ing a warm welcome in 
the French-speaking capi- 
tal where he concluded an 
African tour. 

The meeting between 
Mr. Diouf and Mr. Clinton 
was expected to cover 
bilateral ties and 
Washington’s new poli- 
cies on Africa and to last 
for more than an hour, to 
be followed bv lunch at 
the presidential residence 
here. 

Dancers performed and 
tam-tams were drummed 
while large numbers of 
Dakar residents turned out 
on roadsides to see Mr. 
Clinton and his wife 
Hillary ride from the sea- 
front Meridien Hotel to 
Mr. Diouf’s city centre 
palace. 

Travelling with a large 
entourage, the U.S. leader 
had been greeted by Mr. 
Diouf and other govern- 
ment members late 
Tuesday night when they 
arrived from Botswana, 
the fifth country on their 
trip. 

The visitors woke up to 


an English headline 
splashed across the front 
page of the daily Le 
SoleiJ, saying “Weieome 
Bill!” and capping an edi- 
torial which described Mr. 
Clinton as ‘TAfricain™. 

The U.S. leader arrived 
in Ghana on March 23 to 
begin a tour aimed at 
bringing new policies to 
Africa, but did not land in 
Dakar without first mak- 
ing what was described as 
a “courtesy call” to 
French President Jacques 
Chirac from his plane. Air 
Force One. 

Senegal, one of France’s 
former colonies, is the 
only French-speaking 
country on his itinerary 
apart from a short but sig- 
nificant stop in formerly 
Belgian-run Rwanda. 
There, Mr. Clinton recog- 
nised that the world had 
not done enough to pre- 
vent the 1994 ethnic geno- 
cide of more than half a 
million people. 

U.S. officials said that 
the president had chosen 
Senegal to end the trip, 
which also took in 
Uganda, South Africa and 
Botswana, to avoid giving 
the impression that he was 
avoiding almost half of 


rhe continent, but it was 
also apparent that Mr. 
Clinton was sending a 
message to Paris and to 
African leaders that the 
era of the previous carve- 
up of Africa on colonial 
lines was over. 

After meeting Mr. 
Diouf, Mr. Clinton was to 
visit Thies military base 
70 kilometres from Dakar, 
to watch military exercis- 
es by Senegalese troops 
trained by U.S. Green 
Berets to carry out peace- 
keeping operations. 

A White House aide 
Wednesday stressed that 
Senega] was the first 
African country to take 
part in an American pro- 
gramme to prepare troops 
for an African crisis reac- 
tion force. 

The creation of an per- 
manent force to intervene 
in conflicts on the conti- 
nent is a controversial 
issue, involving France 
and Britain as well as the 
Unired States, with the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. 

In South Africa, the idea 
received a cool response 
from President Nelson 
Mandela, who said he 


would not back such a 
force unless it was led by 
an African, while Mr. 
Clinton has also been 
obliged on his tour to tone 
down his blunt “Trade. 
Not Aid" slogan for future 
U.S.-African dealings. 

Wednesday. Mr. Clinton 
w'as also due to visit a vil- 
lage rehabilitated thanks 
to U.S. aid. 

On the way to Senegal. 
Mr. Clinton was told by 
Mr. Chirac on the tele- 
phone that the French 
president was “very much 
in favour” of Franco-U.S. 
cooperation in Africa, 
officials said. 

One of the high points 
of his visit will come 
Thursday when he will go 
to Goree Island off Dakar, 
which once served as a 
transit centre for black 
slaves being shipped to 
the Americas. 

He will make what is 
tipped to be an important 
speech there after attend- 
ing a roundtable on 
democracy and human 
rights and having paid a 
visit to the main mosque 
in Dakar. 

He is due to fly back to 
Washington Thursday 
evening. 


Northern Ireland peace agreement drafting gets underway 


LONDON (AFP) — Northern 
Ireland talks chairman George 
Mitchell is working on a draft 
peace agreement to submit to 
negotiators before the weekend 
at the request of the British and 
Irish prime ministers. 

Meanwhile, Tony Blair and 
his Irish opposite number Bertie 
Ahem were due to meet in 
London late Wednesday to dis- 
cuss progress at the talks which 
have been given an April 9 
deadline to come up with an 
accord on autonomy for fee 
province. 

Speaking to the British parlia- 
ment, Mr Blair underlined what 


was at stake as all efforts are 
concentrated on reaching a set- 
tlement. 

“It’s an historic opportunity 
— it will come this generation 
and maybe not in future genera- 
tions," he warned. 

In Belfast. Gerry Adams, 
leader of Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA ). declared: “Change 
needs to be brought about, and 
Mr. Blair is the one that can do 
iL” 

Referring to fee British prime 
minister's meeting wife Ahem. 
Mr. Adams said: ‘Tony Blair 
has to move along wife the 


Taoiseach [Irish prime minis- 
ter].’’ 

Mr. Blair and Mr Ahem were 
due to meet at Downing Street 
from 2015 local time for at least 
two hours, the prime minister’s 
office said, adding feat no state- 
ment or press briefing were 
expected afterwards. 

Asked whether a final draft 
paper would be put to negotia- 
tors by Friday, Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam said at 
Stormont Castle, where the 
talks are taking place: ‘1 think 
George is doing his best to do 
what you say...and to pull things 
together.” 


A source close to the talks said 
the draft to be submitted to 
Protestant unionists and 
Catholic nationalists would be a 
synthesis, accepted by London 
and Dublin, which fee parties 
could study at the weekend. 

Ideally a revised version 
would emerge by Monday and 
would then be submitted for 
final approval to the negotiators, 

This final step in the lengthy 
peace process is being kept 
confidential and the parties have 
been told not to leak anything to 
the media about its contents 
before April 8. the eve of the 
deadline. 
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Peres has 
priorities right 


THE FAILURE to rejuvenate the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks, whether through LIS., European or 
Arab intervention, has one obvious explanation: the 
current make-up of the Israeli government, in which 
a coalition of ultra-religious and right-wing factions 
hold Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu at ran- 
som and give him very little room to manoeuvre. In 
the wake of the visit by U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross, the former Israeli prime minister. Shimon 
Peres, said that unless his Labour Party joined the 
government, Netanyahu's hands will continue to be 
tied by extremists in his government who threaten to 
bring down the government if the prime minister 
shows any willingness to relinquish any occupied 
Palestinian territory. 

Since, according to the latest Israeli poll, more than 
53 per cent of the Israeli people agree to a 13 per 
cent redeployment as proposed by the U.S. and wish 
to see the peace negotiations move forward, against 
only 20 per cent who do not, why then maintain the 
present composition of the Israeli government 
against the will of the majority of the people? Peres 1 
offer to join the Netanyahu government is open- 
minded and statesman-like, unlike the Labour Party 
leader, Ehud Barak, who has another agenda in 
mind: to topple Netanyahu altogether and seize 
power. Overall, Peres seems to have his priorities 
straight, especially at a time when unseating 
Netapyahu is near impossible, now and in the fore- 
seeable future. Why then prolong the agonies associ- 
ated with a deadlocked peace process on all fronts by 
refusing to come to the rescue of the elements within 
the government who are as keen as Labour to collect 
the dividends of peace? 

We believe that Peres is right in seeking a workable 
arrangement with Netanyahu, under which the Oslo 
accords would have a better chance of being imple- 
mented and the negotiations on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks resurrected from their current 
state. Otherwise, the parties wiD continue to face the 
same kind of hurdles currently in the path of all 
efforts to put the peace talks on track again. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Tareq Masarweh commented on the failure 
of U.S. Middle East envoy Dennis Ross in his mission 
to break the deadlock in the peace process saying that 
now the U.S. has failed to persuade Israel to implement 
the Oslo accords or even accept Washington’s compro- 
mise concerning the withdrawal from the occupied 
lands the U.S. should abandon its impossible mission. 
It is time for the Arabs to act. if not on the Palestinian 
track then on the Lebanese track, and it is hoped that 
Saudi Arabia. Egy pt and Syria whose government offi- 
cials have been meeting to discuss the peace process 
will openly demand that the U.N. force Israel to imple- 
ment its Security Council Resolution 425 concerning 
the occupied Lebanese territories, said the writer. 
Masarweh said the Arab states which had backed the 
U.S. in its aggression on Iraq in implementation of a 
U.N. resolution against Iraq should demand that the 
world organisation use force to evict Israel from 
Lebanon in accordance with Security Council 
Resolution 425 and to impose economic sanctions on 
the Jewish stale. The writer said the three Arab states 
which are planning a mini summit soon should focus on 
such a demand which they should present to the U.N. 
and the world community. 


A1 Arab Al Yawm’s Saleh Qallab addressed 
remarks and suggestions by Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha' al directed to Palestine President Yasser .Arafat 
in which he called for the cancellation of the Oslo 
accords and the adoption of a new strategy in dealing 
with Israel. The writer said Misha’al’s idea of ending all 
bids to arrive at a peaceful solution with the Israelis 
and to use all possible means to end the presence of the 
Jewish state is mere sweet, but irresponsible talk 
reminding the Arabs of the ideas advocated by outspo- 
ken leaders in the 1950s and the 1960s. Indeed MishaTs 
remarks are sweet words but they are by no means real- 
istic since the situation calls for negotiation rather than 
confrontation in light of the present imbalance of mili- 
tary power and the prevailing international situation, 
according to the writer. He said even little children in 
the Arab World realise that the U.S. is totally biased 
towards Israel and what is required is not seeking 
unproductive slogans to win sympathy for the 
Palestinian cause. The writer said Misha' al's remarks 
as aired by the Qatari satellite television station Al 
Jazireb suggest that the Palestinians resort to car bomb 
attacks which have been condemned and can by no 
means help the Palestinians, and the mere slogans can- 
not achieve their legitimate rights. 


View from Academica 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Customer satisfaction not yet 


much of a bargain 


THERE IS a huge, even colossal, difference between the era we 
are in and the era we are entering. While in other more fortunate 
(i.e. more serious, meticulous, and orderly) nations of today's 
world the transition from the former into the latter is proceeding 
somewhat smoothly ( much work has been and is being done to 
prepare for and facilitate the transition), in ours, the transition is 
not going to be that easy. Old habits are still with us, as well as 
old attitudes, old notions, old beliefs, old ideologies, old theories, 
old w-hims. old customs and old practices. We. it seems, adore 
(dote on) the old. the outdated, and the defunct. Worse, many of 
those who are to guide us and oversee the transition are them- 
selves obsolete or archaic — and outrageously so. And this is no 
joke. 

The other day, I was reading a book which 1 had borrowed from 
a colleague of mine (“The Essence of Total Quality 
Management." by John Bank. Prentice HalL 1992). Technical, 
dry, and boring? Not in the least, and I highly recommend it to 
everyone for sheer enjoyment, in addition to the depth of its ideas. 

The first part of the book includes chapters whose very titles are 
telling: “The Customer as King." “Consumer Power." “Customer 
Care." etc. You see, the new era we are supposed to be entering 
— call it what you will: the New World Order, the New 
Millennium, the Twenty Fust Century, the Era of Competition. 
Quality. Globalisation. Free Market Economy. Internet. Science 
& Technology, etc. — is one where much emphasis is placed on 
the quality of service. It is a service-oriented (perhaps even ser- 
vice-obsessed) era. It is also customer-oriented. 

So? 

Weil, service as a conceptridearideayaim/objective/pur- 
pose/end is going to be fit already is in the luckier nations) the 
most important, prior, crucial, ultimate concern for each and- 
every person or institution offering services to people in each and 
every walk of life. Meaning what? Meaning that not only is the 
green grocer, taxi driver, shop, restaurant, hotel bank or factory 


offering services but also the civil servant the teacher, the admin- 
istrator, the school the university, the government institution, the 
press and media establishments, etc. When we say such individ- 
uals and institutions are for supposed to be) service-oriented, we 
mean that the quality of whatever service they offer has to be a 
top priority. What is also meant is that if any of the said individ- 
uals or institutions foils to provide quality service — that is, sat- 
isfies customers' needs aril meets customers' demands — the 
very well-being, welfare of such an individual or institution is at 
stake. And die well-being and welfare of society at large. 

The era we are talking about is an era of tough competition and 
hard-earned money. Instead of one university', there will be 10, 
instead of one school there will be 20. In the end, it is survival of 
the fittest (i.e.. the best). The poor, the mediocre vanish, disap- 
pear. evaporate. But so is the case also with non-money-oriented 
individuals and establishments (i.e. the public sec lot): they have 
to compete or perish. And if they do not themselves perish, they 
kill the group, society, country which they are supposed to serve. 

Here, customer satisfaction is key. Survival, progress, and arc- 
cess will be tied to customer satisfaction. As the tide of one of the 
chapters of Bank’s book states, the customer is “king." 

In this same chapter, the author mentions a popular poster 
which many shops, offices, and factories (in the lucky countries) 
used to highlight — and which every competitive shop, office, 
factory and institution applies literally and faithfully now. The 
poster reads: 

— The customers are the most important people in our busi- 
ness. 

— They are not dependent on us. We are dependent on them. 

— They are not an interruption to our work. They are the pur- 
pbse of iL 

— Thej’ are doing us a favour when they come in. We are not 
doing them a favour by serving them. 

— They are a part of our business, not outsiders. 


—They are not just a statistic. They are flesh and blood hunaap 
beings with feelings and emotions like ourselves. _ ? . ; _J 

— Thev come to us with their needs and wants. It is our job i fog|= 


fulfill them. , 

— Thev are deserving of the most courteous and 

treatment we can give them. 

They are the lifeblood of this and every other 

Wi thorn them we would have to close our doors. 

The last mono is no joke. At the end of all these mottoes, 
following statement appears: “Don’t you ever forget it 
Now. where does our part of the world (with its individuals 
institutions, public and private) stand in relation to these cri 
work ideals, values or ethics? Reverse each and every motto, you: 
find it applies to us perfectly. How do you think number 3 reads' 
in our society. Most definitely, something like this: “Customers, 
are an interruption to our work. They are a nuisance. Your nevysrv 
paper, phone call and cup of coffee are more important than they 
are." How does number 4 read? Something like this: “We ; 
doing them a favour every time they come in. And they are 
unappreciative." How does number 6 read? “Customers have 
feelings. Abuse them.'’ How does number 7 read? “Customer 
come to us with their needs and wants. It is our job to frustrate. 

and torture them.’’ You get the picture. 

Should the customer be king in our part of the world? No way; 
He/she is a clown, a squineL VC- 

Much as we wish to be optimistic (and much as we highly^ 
value the progress that has been made in our society, which is a£> 
best humble, fragmentary or at die level of the some, not the' 
many), we feel there is an abyss, a bottomless pit, and a huge 
chasm separating us and the promising (shall we scary?) era we 
are expected to enter Between the era we are in and the era we 
are entering lies an ocean. To cross it, we need a lot of bridging! 


a 




Arabs set high price for Israel to quit Lebanon 


By Robert Fisk 

in Beirut 


ISRAEL IS not leaving south- 
ern Lebanon. Despite all the 
honeyed words from Israel 
itself despite all the reports on 
CNN. despite the private sus- 
picions of Arab diplomats who 
should know better — Israel is 
not going to withdraw a single 
soldier from its occupation 
zone 60 miles south of Beirut. 
Indeed, recently, more Israeli 
troops have been sent into 
frontline positions previously 
held by Israel’s proxy "South 
Lebanon Army." 

True, Israel would like to 
leave. It lost 39 of its occupa- 
tion troops in southern 
Lebanon last year and another 
eight have died in action in 
1998; its Lebanese militia ally 
has lost a further 29 men in the 
same 15 months. Almost 
equally serious is the fall in 
casualties among Israel's 
Hizbollah enemies. While the 
guerrillas were losing as many 
as 100 men for ever}- Israeli 
killed 10 years ago, thev- are 
now taking casualties on an 
almost one-to-one basis. Just 
82 Hizbollah men have died in 
the past 15 months, only six 
more than Israel and its militia. 
The outcry from the mothers 
of Israeli soldiers serving in 
Lebanon grows. 

Listening to Israeli politi- 
cians these past two weeks, the 
world might be forgiven for 


believing the mothers will get 
their way. Benyamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli prime 
minister — who is not inter- 
ested in abiding by U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 (calling for total 
Israeli withdrawal from ail 
occupied Arab territory) — 
suddenly announced he want- 
ed to abide by Security 
Council resolution 425. which 
calls for a total and uncondi- 
tional withdrawal from south- 
ern Lebanon. The Israeli cabi- 
net. we are told, has “agreed" 
to a withdrawal. 

But Israel wants conditions 
attached. It wants a promise 
that the Lebanese army will 
safeguard the border and pre- 
vent crossr-border attacks. And 
it wants the Hizbollah dis- 
armed before a withdrawal. 
The first desire is reasonable 
enough. But the second will 
never be agreed by the .Arabs, 
for two reasons. Firstly, Syria 
wants Israel to withdraw- from 
the Israeli-occupied Syrian 
Golan Heights, and Syria's 
support for the Hizbollah is 
the only pressure it can bring 
upon the Israelis to hand back 
Golan as well as southern 
Lebanon. Secondly — in the 
words of a former Lebanese 
diplomat — Israel in the eyes 
of the .Arabs, has run out of 
credit. "Oslo was a big test for 
us and for the Israelis." he said. 
"Israel signed the Oslo agree- . 
men:. But despite its signa- 


ture. it is still controlling much 
of the West Bank and is build- 
ing even more Jewish settle- 
ments on Arab land. What is 
to stop them doing the same 
thing if we agreed to their con- 
ditions for withdrawal from 
Lebanon?" 

"We could disarm the 
Hizbollah. which is the only 
force pushing them to leave, 
and then the Israelis might find 
a reason to stay. And we could 
do nothing about iL We 
learned a lot from Oslo and 
we are not going to make the 
same mistake again. These 
deals need international guar- 
antees. not just peace accords 
that can then be broken." 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
rejected Mr. Netanyahu's pro- 
posal for a withdrawal. Fans 
Bouez. the Lebanese foreign 
minister, told delegates that if 
Israel wanted to abide by reso- 
lution 425 — passed in 1978 
after Israel's first invasion of 
Lebanon — then “it should 
just pack up and get out” In 
reality, numerous Hizbollah 
officials have made it clear the 
guerrillas would not pursue 
the Israelis over the border. 
Hizbollah has already set up a 
political organisation within 
Lebanon's own internal politi- 
cal structure to secure a future 
once the war is over. An 
Iranian government 

spokesman. Culture Minister 
Alai] ah Mahajarani. has him- 
self said if Israel leaves 


Lebanon, there would be "no 
need to continue its resistance 
activities" Since Iran arms 
the Hizbollah — if less gener- 
ously than America arms 
Israel — this was a significant 
remark. 

The ironies of the situation, 
however, are all too clear. 
Whereas 20 years ago. the 
Lebanese demanded an Israeli 
withdrawal, and" the ’Tsraelir' 
refused, now the Israelis are 
demanding a withdrawal and 
the Lebanese are turning them 
down. This has provided good 
propaganda for the Israelis. 
Here they are. vainly demand- 
ing to end their own occupa- 
tion while the world accuses 
them of reneging on the "peace 
process" In truth, southern 
Lebanon is the only area 
where the Israelis are bleeding 
— literally — to hang onto 
occupied land: and the Arabs 
are not going to oblige them by 
letting them go. 

The United Nations Interim 
Force In Lebanon have been in 
southern Lebanon for 20 years 
and have signally foiled to 
complete their mission of 
moving up to the Israeli fron- 
tier and securing the sovereign 
territory of Lebanon for the 
Beirut government U.N. 
forces are a mile further from 
the Israeli border than they 
were two decades ago. 


— The Independent 
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Sad situation 


To the editor: 


REFERRING TO the letter to the editor headlined 
‘Double Whammy’ (Jordan Times, March 30, 1998), 
I too have a few comments to add in criticism of the 
''rfaff&police force. ' v '* * * 

To begin with I have often wondered if the purpose 
of the traffic police is to decorate the curbside while 
they chat amongst themselves. I wonder how they 
seem to be oblivious to the many violations taking 
place before their eyes. Or perhaps what I perceive 
as a violation (i.e.. Making a left hand turn from the 
right hand lane and cutting off other motorists) is 
proper driving to them. 

What sort of training are these officers required to 
take, if any? Whatever the answer, it remains signif- 
icant that without proper standards, chaos will pre- 
vail. 

It is sad that the people who could make the proper 
changes do not care to do so. 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contri' 
butions from its readers on any issue they wish 
to tackle. Letters intended for publication should 
contain the writer's full name and preferably 
address as well. Names can be withheld upon 
request but only under special circumstances. 
Letters are subject to editing and abridging. 


U.S. frustration at stalled peace talks not sure signal of disengagement 


By George S. Hishmeb 
Special to the Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON — American exas- 
peration was evident Monday in 
what is likely to be an empty threat 
voiced by the spokesman of the U.S. 
State Department. “There are many 
options, and one option has always 
been to disengage” from U.S. efforts 
io revive the derailed Middle East 
peace process. 

James Rubin was sounding off 
about the failed attempt of U.S. 
mediator Dennis B. Ross to con- 
vince Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat 
to resume their peace negotiations in 
accordance with an “American plan” 
which has yet to be revealed. 

“If the two sides aren't prepared to 
make the hard calls, the catalyst can 
only do so much." he intoned. 

The U.S. disappointment was rem- 
iniscent of a similar gesture made by 
President Gerald Ford (and his 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger) 
in 1975 when he announced a 
“reassessment" of U.S. policies 
towards Israel, suspending new mil- 
itary and economic agreements with 
the Jewish state, after the U.S. fail- 
ure to arrange for a second Israeli 
pullout from the Sinai Peninsula. 

At that time. 76 U.S. senators sent 
a letter to President Fond, urging him 
to be “responsive to Israel's eco- 
nomic and military needs" — a 
clear sign, according to William 
Quandt, who was then on the White 


House staff, that "continued pres- 
sure on Israel would be politically 
counterproductive." In what 
appeared to be an afterthought. 
Rubin told reporters accredited" to 
the State Department that disengag- 
ing was “not an option that the 
Secretary iof State Madeleine 
Albright i is advocating or on option 
that we would like to see happen at 
all.” 

Regardless, the mood at the State 
Department was not pleasant. Some 
officials maintained privately that 
Secretary Albright had registered 
her deep frustration and concern 
over Netanyahu's stalling when she 
talked over the weekend via a tele- 
phone hookup from her office to 
some 50 Jewish leaders here. 

The interpretation given by an 
American Jewish spokesman of the 
tali: was not entirely accurate, they 
said especially his denial that she 
was hoping they would place pres- 
sure on the right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment. 

No transcript of the remarks were 
provided by the State Department. 
An American -Jewish spokesman 
insisted that .Albright assured them 
the United States would not present 
Israel with an ultimatum for a with- 
drawal from the West Bank or that 
the Albright talk was an attempt to 
blunt Netanyahu's lobbying efforts 
among Jewish organisations here. 

Even Ross let out some steam in 
Jerusalem on the eve of his return 
from a fourth and final meeting with 
Netanyahu on Monday: “At some 


point we have to bring this 
i .American) effort to a conclusion." 

In brief, the American plan report- 
edly calls for a 13.1 per cent with- 
drawal from the West Bank to be 
undertaken in three phases over a 
three-month period, in rerum for a 
systematic Palestinian crackdown 
on militants. 

The American initiative stems 
from the failure of the Netanyahu 
government to implement its pledge 
under a U.S.-backed agreement last 
year to carry out three troop with- 
drawals by this summer. The 
Israelis now favour only one pull- 
back before entering into final status 
talks — a position rejected outright 
by the Palestinians. 

The U.S. approach aimed at creat- 
ing “conditions necessary for fast- 
track permanent-status negotiations" 
was recently detailed by Martin 
Indyk. assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern Affairs, in testimony 
before the House International 
Relations Committee. 

The four elements in the American 
approach, he said were: “First, 

there needs to be enhanced security 
cooperation and an intensified effort 
— and a verifiable effort — on the 
pan of the Palestinian Authority' to 
fight terror and the terrorist infra- 
structure in territories under its con- 
trol. 

“Second, further redeployments in 
accordance with the existing agree- 
ments need to be implemented bv 
Israel 

‘'Third, there should be a timeout 


in regard to unilateral steps which 
undermine confidence in the negoti- 
ating process. And this is. we 
believe, an obligation of both sides. 

“And finally, we believe there 
should be the resumption of perma- 
nent status negotiations and the con- 
duct of those negotiations on an 
accelerated basis with a mutually 
agreed target date.” 

This American position does not 
sit well with pro-Israeli groups here. 
Robert Satloff, executive director of 
the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy, complained to the same 
committee that the United States 
“has not matched this effort (at 
reviving the talks) with consistency 
in monitoring the two parties’ com- 
mitments to each other and in fulfill- 
ing its own, independently-made 
commitments to them.” He faulted 
the United States for failing to issue 
statements “calling specifically for 
Palestinians to fulfill their outstand- 
ing Oslo obligations, especially 
those outlined in the U.S.-authored 
and -initiated ‘Note for the Record’ 
appended to the Hebron Accord.” 
He actually thought that “at times 
and perhaps inadvertently" the U.S. 
issued statements and adopted posi- 
tions that seem to relieve 
Palestinians of some of their Oslo 
obligations 

Satloff calls for a “concession of 
historic importance from the 
Palestinian side (that) is comparable 
to the Israel compromise;’ which he 
identified as the “re-partition of 
mandatory Palestine in which Israel 


would withdraw from virtually all of 
Gaza and large chunks of the West 
Bank, (and) the still emerging 
(Israeli) consensus on some form of 
Palestinian statehood." 

The Palestinians, he thought, 
could offer “a concession regarding 
Palestinian claims to. Jerusalem as 
capital of a future state; a concession 
regarding refugees and their claim to 
a right of return; and a concession 

regarding territorial claims in the 
West Bank.” He did not provide any 
details, however. He added. “If 
there is to be peace, there will be ter- 
ritorial compromise, with Israel 
retaining significantly less territory 
than currently under its control but 
with Palestinians forever relinquish- 
ing some significant part of the terri- 
tory they claim, too.” 

Such a Palestinian declaration, be 
said “would parallel the historic 
Zionist concession regarding a re- 
partition of Mandatory Palestine and 
provide a hopeful and equitable 
basis on which the parties can pro- 
ceed with ‘final status' negotia- 
tions" 

No doubt President Clinton will 
find much on his plate when be 
returns later week from his history- 
trip to Africa. Whether the 
incumbent president will follow ifl 
the footsteps of Ford remains to h® 
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Field Marsha I Habel Majaii 


HONOURED WITH over two dozen national and inter- 
national medals during what is described as a brilliant 
military career. Field Marshal Habes Majaii has again 
been recognised for his lifetime of service to the Kingdom. 
A Royal Decree, issued recently ; has named a Jordan 
Armed Forces battalion after him. The battalion, the 
Fourth Royal Mechanised Battalion, was the one he led as 
commander in the 1948 Battle of Bab Al Wad. At that time 


As history tells it 


it was an infantry battalion. With the issuance of the Royal 
Decree the battalion is now officially called Field Mar- 
shal Habes Majaii Fourth Mechanised Battalion. Bom in 
Maan in 1910. Field Marshal Majaii trained with the 
British at the Boulos School in Palestine in 1933. His first 
command posting was as Commander of the Cavalry at 
Jerash in 1939. He fought in both the 1948 and 1967 
wars with Israel. In 1948 he was the first Arab to be made 
a commander in the Arab Legion banalions (all others 
were British commanders). He rose through the ranks to 
become Army Chief of Staff in 1957. was promoted to 
Field Marshal (the first of four after His Majesty King 
Hussein) and then named Commander in Chief in 1959. 
He was appointed Minister of Defence in 1967. As a field 
marshal, one does not retire but is either in active or 
inactive service. Tluis it was that Field Marshal Majaii 
was recalled by His Majesty King Hussein to his post as 
Commander in Chief during the turbulent period in late 
1970. For four consecutive terms since 1985. the Field 
Marshal has served as a member of the Upper House of 
Parliament. Oral history has it that his mother gave birth 
to him while she and other wives of Jordanians who 
launched the Karak revolt of 1910 were incarcerated by 
the Ottomans. Thus his name ( an Arabic derivative of 
jail). Habes. 

**** 

AGAIN AT THE HELM: Another military man 
makes the news. Nader Dahabi. an Air Force Major Gen- 
eral, and since 1994 president of Royal Jordanian, has 
been reelected to serve as president of the executive com- 
mittee of the Arab Air Carriers . Association . The AACO 
comprises all 18 Arab airlines. The executive committee 
is made up of the heads of five airlines ( currently. Royal 
Jordanian, Saudi Arabian Airlines, Middle East Airlines. 
Egypt Air. and Royal Air Maroc) and an AACO represen- 
tative. The " Basha " as Mr. Dahabi is called at RJ, also 
holds the prestigious post of president of the Internation- 
al Air Transport Association. 

**** 

EXTENDING: Moving to the diplomatic arena. Jor- 


dan's Ambassador w Austria Dr. Mazen Armouli has 
added to his portfolio with his appointment as non-resi- 
dent ambassador to the Czech Republic, Bosnia/Herce- 
govina, Slovenia, Hungary and Croatia. Only the Czech 
Republic is represented by at the ambassadorial level in 
Jordan, by Ambassador Tomas Smetanka. Dr. Armouli 
was appointed to Vienna last year. 

HISTORY UNCOVERED: U. S. Ambassador Hfcs- 
ley Egan, who is expecting to complete his tenure in Jor- 
dan. hosted a private screening of Steven Spielberg's lat- 
est film “Amistad" on Monday night. In marking the U.S. 
observance of Black History Month, the United States 
Information Service applied to a special programme 
whereby producer/director Spielberg granted rights to 
U.S. embassies around the world to hold special ambas- 
sadorial screenings this film based on the true story of a 
1S39 insurrection by Africans who were being transport- 
ed to the West as slaves. Coming attractions and behind 
the scenes clips aired on satellite television stations cer- 
tainly helped to attract those invited to Monday's event. 
Attending the screening were Their Royal Highnesses 
Princess Alia Bint A l Hussein. Prince Tala / Bin Moham- 
mad, Princess Ghida Talal. Princess Wijdan Ali and 
Princess Rajwa Bint Ali, former prime ministers Zeid 
Rifai and his wife Mima, Taher Masri, and Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and his wife Fatina. Chairman of the Jordan 
Securities Commission Michel Mono and his wife Lucy, 
Shipping Agents Association President Tawfiq Kawar and 
his wife Abla, Jordan National Shipping Lines General 
Manager Yasser Tel and AMIDEAST Director Janine Tel, 
and many other friends of the embassy. The film was 
screened at the new Galleria Theatre in Abdoun. Bur. 
unfortunately, it is said to be doubtful that the film will 
come to theatres in Jordan soon as the market demand 
just may not be there. 

**** 

FOR THE KIDS: To coincide with the visit to Dane- 
mark later this month of Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. a Scandinavian Film Week is being pre- 


sented in Amman for children and youth. To be held 
under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad, and in cooper- 
ation with Jordan Television, the films will be shown at 
the Royal Cultural Centre from April 25 to May I. Show 
times are: Sat. through Wed. at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m ., 
and Thurs. & Friday at 11:00 a.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. Entrance is free, and tickets will be available at the 
RCC. The films are subtitled in English and they are 
recommeded for children over 9 pears of age. For more 
information contact any one of the Scandinavian 
embassies or consulates in Amman. 

**** 

DIVING FOR LIFE: The nearly three-year-old 

Royal Jordanian Ecological Diving Society held elections 
last week. The results: HRH Princess Basma Bint A li was 
reelected as president. Ali Bilbeisi was reelected as vice 
president, Adnan Budeiri was elected as secretary gener- 
al. Rajai Jouri was reelected as treasurer. Other members 
elected to the board were Muzayan Hamoudi, Khaled 
Kurdi, Munqeth Mehyar. Basil Burqan, and Khaled Kha- 
lidi. The society, which helps to keep the waters of the 
Gulf Aqaba pristine by conducting clean-up efforts and 
promoting marine life environmental awareness officially 
opened permanent offices in Jabal Amman for its nearly 
120 members. The office is run by Rasha Othman who 
herself is now learning to dive. 

**#* 

I 

ADOPT A WHAT? Keep up with biodiversity, the 
InterContinental Hotel has adopted, of all things, an 
ostrich. Actually the hotel has also adopted a gazelle and 
an ibex. It's all part of a programme to help support the 
work of the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature. 
Adoptions of these rare or endangered species comes with 
an official certificate from the RSCN and renaming of 
these animals should not be difficult with the right kind of 
wasta. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

AFFORDABLE COMPUTER scanners 
made their debut in the late eighties. 
These devices allow you to input the 
image of any document, photograph or 
drawing in the computer by taking an 
optica] reading of it The operation is not 
much different in principle from taking 
someone’s picture with a camera, except 
that the result is immediate and the for- 
mat digital. 

Scanners for PCs and Macintosh com- 
puters come in different shapes and 
types. The simplest models are hand- 
held, roughly the size of a mouse - com- 
puter mouse that is. They are available 
in Jordan at about JD100. You move 
them manually over the area to scan to 
capture its image. The most common 
model is called flatbed and does not 
require manual scanning from the opera- 
tor. The document to scan is placed flat 
over a glass area, the machine takes 
charge of the rest of the operation. The 
result is far superior to what handheld 
devices produce, and the price ranges 
between JD200 and JD 1,000. 

At the higher end, and costing thou- 
sands of dinars, one Ends the drum scan- 
ner. More complicated to use and main- 
ly the privilege of the professional print- 
ing press or the graphic art designer, 
drum scanners are the cr&me de ia cr&me 
of the genre, provided one can afford 
them. 

The first computer scanners of the late 
eighties gave unsatisfactory results and 
their cost was rather high considering 
their mediocre characteristics. But PC 
lovers, as always, rushed to buy them 
and discover the novelty. Sales remained 
high till 1991-1992 when private users 
became disappointed with the overall 
price/performance factor. Recently how- 
ever, manufacturers started producing 



flatbed scanners with professional per- 
formance but at an affordable price. For 
about JD400 one can buy in Amman a 
quality scanner. Now even some home 
PC setups include a scanner. 

Most people are familiar with just one 
technical aspect of these machines: the 
resolution. It is expressed in dots per 
inch or dpi. The higher the number and 
the sharper the image you obtain. A typ- 
ical value is 300x300 which represents 
300 dpi horizontally by 300 vertically. 

The other factor to consider is the 
colour depth, expressed in bits. Scanners 
work at 20, 24, 30, 36 and 42 bits. The 
greater the number of bits and the more 
faithful the colours. A 24-bit scanner is 
good, 30 much berter. 36 very profes- 
sional. The 42-bit devices are rare and 
remain prohibitively expensive. 

It is worth noting that even if one can 
afford an expensive scanner, buying die 
most expensive model with the highest 
characteristics isn’t always a good idea. 
Indeed, scanning a regular size photo- 
graph at 600x600 dpi in 30-bit mode 
will produce a disk file that is several 
megabytes (MB) large. Not only will 
this occupy an important place on the 
PC’s hard disk, but processing this file - 
reading, saving, editing, manipulating it 
in all ways - can become extremely time 
consuming. Unless, that is, you are 
using a high-end computer loaded with 
megabytes of memory, gigabytes of disk 
space and fast Pentium II microproces- 
sors. Generating scanned files 50. 70 or 
100 MB big is not unusual. One should 
be prepared to manipulate such huge 
files. 

It is trendy to scan photographs and 
publish them on the Internet. Even 
trendier is e-mailing family pictures to 
your relatives on the other side of the 
globe. They’ll enjoy watching your life- 
like colour photographs transmitted to 
them only seconds before. 


A healthy tot is just what the doctor ordered 
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' Over-djrih^in^ cjih be uriHeafthy. 
damaging' the ' liver and heart 
and increasing the incidence of 
accidents and violence. But in 
recent years studies have shown 
that a little of what you fancy 
can be a life-saver. 

By Dr. Sanjiva Wijesinba 

MELBOURNE. Australia — 
Medical practitioners like to 
warn their patients about the 
health hazards of drinking alco- 
hol. but when i worked in 
Britain a few years ago, I dis- 
covered that doctors were 
allowed to prescribe whisky or 
brandy as a medicine. 

The practice was a hangover 
from the ! 9th century, when a 
dose of alcohol was the standard 
(and often the only) treatment 
available for many debilitating 
diseases. 

A century later. I found that 
doctors working for Britain's 
National Health Service were 
still writing Latin prescriptions 
such as Rx Whisky 30ml. per os 
nocte — 30 millilitres of whisky 
orally at night. 

I began to recommend alcohol 
for patients the night before they 
underwent a major operation as I 
felt it a much better relaxant- 
sedative than more commonly 
prescribed drugs. 

The medicinal use of alcohol, 
however, has mostly gone out of 
fashion, although studies in 
recent years strongly suggest 
that a drink or two can be good 
for your health. 

“The evidence of alcohol's 
beneficial effect is now mas- 
sive." Sir Richard Doll, emeritus 
professor of medicine at Eng- 
land’s Oxford University, said 
recently. 

He pointed out that for many 
years "the belief that alcohol 
was bad for health became so 
ingrained that the idea that a 


I smail amount might be good for 
‘you was hard to envisage." 

Only during the past decade 
have heart specialists and the 
medical establishment begun to 
take the beneficial effects of 
alcohol seriously. 

Back in the 1950s. pathologists 


performing post-mortem exami- 
nations noticed that signs of 
coronary artery disease were sel- 
dom found in people who had 
suffered alcoholic cirrhosis. 

Since the seventies, 
researchers have found that mid- 
dle-aged people who drink small 
amounts of alcohol run a 
reduced risk of heart attack. 

Studies need to be refined, but 
it would appear that in middle 
and old age. the consumption of 
between one and four “units" of 
alcohol each day reduces the 
risk of premature death. One 
unit is defined as half a pint (2S4 
mil of beer, a glass of wine or a 
single tot of spirits. 

One 13-year study of 12,000 
middle-aged and elderly British 
doctors suggested that those 
who consumed an average of 
two lo three units a day had the 
lowest mortality rate. 

It does not really matter 
whether you drink beer, wine, 
whisky or araq — the benefit 
comes from the ethyl alcohol 
(ethanol) content rather than the 
special characteristics of any 
particular type of alcoholic 


drink'. ...... 

Experiments' have shown that 
ethanol increases the levels of 
HDL (“good") cholesterol, 
slightly reduces LDL (“bad") 
cholesterol, and diminishes the 
tendency of the blood to clot. AH 
these factors counter the onset 


of circulatory diseases, particu- 
larly the risk of heart attacks and 
strokes. 

It is important to understand 
the difference between taking 
small amounts of alcohol regu- 
larly, which can be good for you, 
and binge drinking — knocking 
back large quantities once or 
twice a week — which has been 
shown to be bad for you and 
those around you. One study 
found a sevenfold increase in the 
risk of fatal heart attacks among 
those drinking more than five 
bottles of beer on a regular 
basis. 

More research is needed to dis- 
cover how the benefits of alco- 
hol apply to specific age, sex 
and ethnic groups. At present we 
know that alcohol consumption 
is unlikely to produce any reduc- 
tion in mortality in those under 
45 years. 

The fact that it might help to 
fortify the over-40s is not exact- 
ly new. More than 2,300 years 
ago. the Greek philosopher Plato 
is said to have forbidden the use 
of wine by people under IS 
years and intoxication in those 


under 40. After they passed- that-' 
age, he advised them to take 
pleasure in wine — "intoxica- 
tion being calculated to put heart 
into the elderly." 

Our increased awareness of 
alcohol’s beneficial raises new 
questions, however 

For instance, how do govern- 
ments, which levy liquor taxes 
on the one hand, and then have 
to spend money to cope with the 
effects of alcohol-related vio- 
lence and liver diseases, balance 
the benefits of booze against the 
drawbacks? 

There is no model public- 
health policy on the subject. 
Conditions vary between coun- 
tries in regard to the prevalence 
of heart disease, which can be 
reduced by alcohol, and the inci- 
dence of accidents and violence, 
which are known to be increased 
by the availability of drink. Sud- 
denly making alcohol freely 
available to societies without a 
drinking tradition could create a 
host of problems. 

And while there is a recogni- 
tion that a small amount daily 
can reduce the risks of heart 
attacks in the over-45s. it is 
worth remembering the words of 
one of my colleagues: “What 
doctors thought was bad for you 
is now actually good for you — 
but it may not be good for them 
lo tell you so in case you do it 
too much.” 

Especially if you were doing 
too much of it in the first place. 

The writer has worked as a 
medical practitioner in Sri 
Lanka, Britain, Hong Hong 
and Australia. 

— Gemini News 


It does not really matter whether you 
drink beer, wine, whisky or araq — the 
benefit comes from the ethyl alcohol 
(ethanol) content rather than the special 
characteristics of any particular type of 
alcoholic drink. 


The man in the street said: Want to buy an island? 


' ‘ This year journalist Brendan Grimshaw 
, celebrates 25 years of life cm a tiny island 
j-'-T'.; w Seychelles he bough in the sixties, fn 
. . . that time he has Transformed an cver- 

'gtvun wilderness into a tropical paradise 
hundreds of varieties of trees, bushes 
- ' y .f and plants — and 100 tortoises. Now he 
•• '.,/ihas written a happy book about it alL ■ 

** By Derek Ingram 

.OF ALL improbable conversations, it 
would be difficult to cap one that took 
v b’ , ' i ‘Pkceni a street of Victoria, capital ofSey- 
■^'cteDes, 36 years ^o. 

Journalist Brandon Grimshaw was 
•• ‘^/walking along die street when a young 
called out “Hey, do you want to buy 


an island?" Grimshaw replied: Tve just 
done so.” 

No, said the man, not that one — “but a 
real island, Moyenne.” 

Grimshawt on a tourist trip from Tanza- 
nia where he was. working, had just com- 
pleted negotiation for the island of Cacbee. 
' The young man had just overheard die 
owner of Moyenne saying in a shop that he 
wanted ro seO it. 

The short- trip across the water to 
Moyenne co nfirme d to Grimshaw that it 
was far nicer than Cacbee — “this was the 
islan d of my d reams." In a few days it was 
his for £10,000. 

The. vendor. Phibtppe George, had inher- 
ited Moyenne from his godfather. He said: 
*T would not want it to go to anyone who 


would not care for it And 1 believe you 
world.” 

George was right. 

Grimshaw was editor of The Standard in 
Tanzania and remained so for several 
years. Not till 1973 did he move to 
Moyenne. 

It was a spartan existence. There was no 
piped waier, taps, toilets or showers, no 
electricity or telephone. Lighting was a 
half-shell of a coconut filled with oil and a 
smoky wick. Furthermore, the island had 
been neglected for more than half a centu- 
ry, die last owner to live there having left 
in 1915. 

To reach die other side of the island 
meant taking a boai ora long swim. It took 
eight months to cut a path round the island 


and only in 1994 was a network of paths 
and wide nature tails completed. 

Grimshaw has just published a book on 
his years on Moyenne, a Grain of Sand: 
The Story of One Man and an Island.* 

The island is just 22 5 acres, little over 
half a mile long and half as wide. But it has 
a variety of scenery, two peaks, the higher 
being 201 feet, and a saddle across the 
middle. It is a small piece of paradise, with 
beautiful beaches, reefs full of exotic fish, 
and it sits only 43 miles, 10 minutes by’ 
boat, from Victoria. 

For years Grimshaw lived a Robinson 
Crusoe-like existence, gradually conven- 
ing the island into a tropical island garden, 
mainly with the help of one Seychellois 
assistant. Early on, they established a new 


generation of palms by fenying over 1 ,000 
young trees and digging holes for them. 

By the first year they had planted 2300 
trees and palms, rebuilt a dilapidated 
house, set up an underground water reser- 
voir, installed a generator and rebuilt sea 
and retaining walls. Today more than 
9JXK) palms, trees and shrubs have been 
introduced into Moyenne. 

The island has no snakes, but h also had 
no land binds. Grimshaw introduced some 
birds from a neighbouring island and now 
there are 500, together turtle doves, and 
100 ground-doves. A colony of 100 tor- 
toises has been established. 

In the words Of Prospero in Shake- 
speare’s The Tempest: “... the isle is full of 
noises, sounds and sweet airs, that give 


delight, and hurt not..." 

hi due course Grimshaw built a better 
house for himself and began catering for 
visitors. Today he has a guest house, 
restaurant and’ bar. the Jolly Roger: 
Tourists are kept strictly under control and 
not allowed to visit on Sundays. 

A Grain of Sand is a happy book because 
after 25 years Grimshaw is still so happy in 
his island 

He talks about the dogs, cats, tortoises, 
wild birds and tourists and says; ‘Tm 
never lonely. In feet, every time I open my 
eyes and look around ai the beauty of the 
island — and Moyenne in particular — it’s 
rather like saying a prayer 

— Gemini News. 
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Prominent industrialist puts Jordan’s 
food industries under the microscope 


By GhaJia AJtiJ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Poor quality 
and high prices of loci 
products, processed from 
imported raw material, were 
cited by a leading Jordanian 
industrialist as major obsta- 


cles hindering the growth of 


the Jordanian food process- 
ing industry-. 

According to Elia Nuqul. 
president or the Nuqul 
Group which controls a 
number of companies, the 
constrained food processing 
sector’s contribution to the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) is also modest 

Lack of adequately trained 
and specialised personnel in 
management, marketing and 
technical skills. weak 
research and development as 
well as limited availability 
and inadequacy of devel- 
oped industrial support ser- 
vices also pose major con- 
straints for the sector that 
relies heavily on imports to 
meet steadily growing 
needs, said Mr. Nuqul. 

“The value of agricultural 
imports is more than 400 per 
cent higher than the value of 
farm exports and is about 
1 50 per cent of agricultural 
GDP." Mr. Nuqul indicated 
in an address to a group of 
European investors who 
were visiting Jordan recent- 
Iv. 

Jordan’s food imports 
average 22 per cent of the 
Kingdom's total value of 
imports, said Mr. Nuqul. 

“During the period 1990- 
1 996. the quantity of import- 


ed food increased by about 
222 per cent and the value 
by about 77 per cent," he 
added. 

The prominent industrial- 
ist attributed this increase to 
population growth, the 
influx of Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates who 
returned from Arab Gulf 
countries and the improved 
standard oniving in general. 

In 1996. Mr. Nuqul point- 
ed out food imports totalled 
about 2.5 million tonnes val- 
ued at approximately JD 745 
million. 

According to Mr. Nuqul. 
local food producers are not 
motivated to increase invest- 
ments in the food processing 
industry and to improve the 
quality of products because 
of the relatively low pur- 
chasing power of the aver- 
age Jordanian consumer. 

Food processors usually 
complain of delays in labo- 
ratory analytical tests of 
imported products which, in 
some instances, are not 
allowed entry into Jordan, 
said Mr. Nuqul. 

In addition, results of labo- 
ratory tests carried out by 
Jordan do not always match 
those obtained by interna- 
tional institutions, he added. 

“Some standards adopted 
by certain departments in 
Jordan are not in harmony 
with those of international 
organisations such as the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to the extent that 
some suppliers wonder why 
these standards imposed by 


Jordan are more stringent 
and rigorous than those 
applied by highly developed 
countries/* Mr. Nuqul said. 


Packaging of Jordanian 


food is not up to standards, 
he added, stressing: “Pack- 
aging not only influences 
consumer choice but does 
also affect the product's 
hygiene and safety as well," 

Because of Jordan’s small 
market, the food processing 
industry is not capable of 
achieving the economies of 
scale. "This reduces overall 
productivity and increases 
production costs." he 
explained. 

He added that the relative- 
ly small-size food plants 
render the food industry 
economically unfeasible. 

"High tech and good qual- 
ity machines and equipment 
are specifically designed for 
mass production and size- 
able markets. Jordan, with 
its small market, cannot 
afford such relatively expen- 
sive equipment", he said. 
“This drives local industries 
to opt for cheaper and less 
efficient equipment and 
machines." 

Mr. Nuqul stressed the 
need for improving and 
developing the food pro- 
cessing industry' in order to 
effectively compete in inter- 
national markets, especially 
that Jordan is in the process 
of integrating into the world 
economy. 

”If the problems persist 
and are not properly and 
effectively dealt with, the 
situation will be aggravated 
especially once Jordan 


opens up to foreign imports 
as required under the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
agreement," he said. 

Jordan has last year 
opened negotiations to 
accede to the Geneva-based 
WTO and hopes ro join the 
group in the near future. 

Jordan signed an associa- 
tion agreement with the 
European Union (EU) last 
November to create a free 
trade area by the year 201 0. 

Under the deal, Jordan's 
industrial and agricultural 
products will enjoy free 
access in HU markets imme- 
diately after the agreement is 
ratified by the parliaments 
of the 15 EL) countries. 

According to officials the 
agreement is expected to be 
ratified by January 1999. 

Businessmen say Jordan is 
facing a challenge to bring 
up its industries to interna- 
tional standards in order to 
maximise the benefits from 
both agreements. 

“We believe that the sector 
has to adopt the necessary 
international standards such 
as ISO and HACCP — a 
system to analyse risks in 
food industries — in order to 
enable Jordan to reach a 
competitive level." Mr. 
Nuqul said. 

To attain such a position in 
the market, he added. Jordan 
must make substantial 
improvements in the indus- 
trial support services and 
address the areas which the 
industry is lackintr. 


Kabariti: Iraqi dinar cannot be trusted 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — The Chairman of 
the Jordan Money' Exchangers 
Association Mute'i Kabariti 
warned Jordanians Wednesday 
from not to speculate on the 
Iraqi currency and said that 
such a step could bring losses 
to them. 

Mr. Kabariti said the Iraqi 
dinar remains a currency that 
nobody could trust despite 
assurances by Iraq's Central 
Bank i ICB ) governor who said 


that the rate of Iraq's currency 
would improve following a 
recent deal with the United 
Nations. 

Last February, the UNI. 
allowed Iraq to sell S32 billion 
worth of oil in exchange of 
humanitarian purchases to its 
22 million citizens in line with 
the 1996 oil-for-food agree- 
ment. 

ICB Governor Issam Hweish 
told a weekly Iraqi magazine 
that his country had enough 
‘foreign reserve" and it had 
succeeded in getting some of 


To Let 


Two-bedroom flat with living-dining room, kitchen, 
terrace, garden, car parking, central heating and 
phone. Situated at Shmeisani, close to Al Hussein 
Housing Corp. Estate. 


^Interested please call 5536922y 


its frozen assets abroad. 

Mr. Hweish expected the 
Iraqi national currency to regis- 
ter noticeable gains in light of 
the increase in imports under 
the deal with the U.N. 

“Iraq still faces financial dif- 
ficulties as a result of lack of 
hard currency and I do not 
think that their agreement with 
the U.N. would make any 
change." Mr. Kabariti told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Jordanians had a bad expe- 
rience in holding and speculat- 
ing on the Iraqi dinar. It is not 
wise to buy and trade with this 
currency' at this time." he 
added. 

Mr. Kabariti was referring to 
the losses incurred by Jordani- 
ans when they exchanged their 
savings with the previous Iraqi 
note hoping to record gains. 
Tire previous currency was 
cancelled by Baghdad follow- 
ing the 1990-9! Gulf crisis. 

Nlr. Kabariti estimated the 
losses then at between JDl'O 


and JDJ50 million. 

According to money chang- 
ers in -Amman, one million of 
the current Iraqi currency is 
equal to JD580. 

The rate of the same amount 
of the cancelled Iraqi dinar, 
which had the picture of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
fixed on iL trades for 
JD 1 3.500. 

Despite the Iraqi govern- 
ment's decision to ban the cir- 
culation of the previous note, 
the cancelled currency are still 
used by the population in 
nonhen? Iraq which is domi- 
nated by Kurds. 

Mr. Kabariti emphasised that 
demand was recorded in the 
Iraqi currency following the 
state mem of Mr. Hweish. He 
added that money changers in 
.Amman do not have enough 
reserves of the Iraqi currency 
due to Iraqi government rules 
that bans the outflow of its cur- 
renev 


I FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Catch up on corre 
spondence and phone calls this morning. This after- 
noon. people will tend to clam up. Tonight there will 
be a conflict between work or a social activity you 
want to attend. You may have to work after the party 
to get everything done. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You feel like you 
have lots of money to spend. That feeling could coax 
you to dig into your reserve and buy something really 
expensive. Then, of course, you’d be hit by buyer's 
remorse. Stay away from the stores until after dinner, 
or wait until tomorrow. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Race around this 
morning and check things off your list. You’ll be at 
your most effective and efficient. Watch what you say 
tonight. Don’t let the first thing pop out that wants. 
You cause a problem for yourself that would not be 
easily repairable. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There’s a lot going on 
this morning, but that’s OK. Just keep putting one foot 
in front of the other. You're getting to firmer ground. 
You'll still be facing some difficult situations, but 
you'll be much more confident, and that helps a lot. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The morning is best for 
closing deals, especially if money is concerned. It's 
also a good time for meetings with friends and associ- 
ates. Later in the day, you’ll be too busy. Plan to spend 
tonight quiet, also. You’ve got things to think about. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conditions will 
get easier as the day goes on. Get together with friends 
and associates later today and figure out the best 
course of action. It never hurts to plan ahead. Give it 
one more try and you could succeed. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Do your home- 
work this morning, including making a long-distance 
phone call. You’ll need to have your afternoon free. 
An older person will require you to take action, and 
quickly. Think about this ahead of time, so you’ll 
know what to do. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Avoid con- 
frontational talk this morning. By this afternoon, the 
issues might get resolved without discussion, to your 
relief. Your workload has been intense, but be calm, 
patient and persistent. Things will be better by tomor- 
row. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Confer with your partner this morning so you can get 
your financial affairs figured out. TTien you can go 
shopping. If you're going to spend a fortune, make 
sure it's on something that will still be around and 
functional after it’s been paid off. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're 
stressed and overworked, and your sense of humour is 
starting to dissolve. You're going to have to put in the 
correction soon or you'll become too cranky and ini- 
table even to live with yourself. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're 
going to have trouble getting to work on time this 
morning. If you're self-employed, this is not a prob- 
lem. Work late tonight instead. If you’re not self- 
employed. you’d better call in and let the boss know 
you'll be late. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The morning is 
chaotic, but afternoon will be wonderful. Don't let a 
couple of snafus turn you from an optimist to a pes- 
simist. Keep believing wonderful things can happen, 
or you might miss a few of them. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Adam's son 
and others 
6 Spanish bull 
10 Manipulated 

14 ’Alice' star 

15 Uncouth 
excuse me 

16 Entryway 

17 Muse of poetry 
IB Good dishes. 

perhaps 
20 Nicaraguan 
group 

22 Open-plan 
dining area 

23 June henoree 

24 Moon car. 
briefly 

25 Utter oaths 
27 Genetics 

subject 

31 Has confidence 
in 

35 Jai_ 

36 Huff and puff 

38 Broad tie 

39 Jobe's target 

40 Group of eight 

42 Trig function 

43 Perfect 

45 Roll-call call 

46 Greek letter 

47 Bank employee 
49 Antifreeze 

ingredient 
5f truly 

53 Team cheer 

54 Goal 

57 Gagers' org. 

53 Urn with a tap 
62 Testy three- 
sided seed 
£5 Playwnght 
Pirandello 

66 Unconscious 
slate 

67 Beige 

68 Mississippi 
quartet? 

69 Metal fastener 

70 Something we 
may bark 

71 Play pranks 
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By Gregory E. P»uf 
Scottdale, PA 


DOWN 

1 Actor Guinness 

2 Pressure: pref. 

3 Novelist 
Connefl 


4 New York 
ethnic 

neighborhood 

5 Serenaded the 
sheets 

6 File markers 

7 Now I see? 

8 Extends 
subscription 

9 Egg dish 

10 Uncouth grunt 

11 Chimed m 

12 Sicilian volcano 

13 Deceased 

19 Santa __ . CA 

21 Pamplona paJ 

25 Sets of 
principles 

26 Le Cane novel 

27 Nail-biting or 
smoking, e.g. 

28 Avoid 

29 Indian badger 

30 Dashboard 
gauge, for short 

32 Heir 

33 Kamo Sabe’s 
friend 

34 BasebaB theft? 

37 French father 
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41 Aquarium fish 
44 "Flirting with 
Disaster* co- 
star 

46 Moscow moote 
50 Mel Gibson film 
52 Salad dressing 
selection 
54 Basics 


55 Par 3 club 

56 Cass Elliot, e.g. 
58 Daze 

53 Passport stamp 

60 Historic periods 

61 UpsJope 

63 Video-game 
shot 

64 MentaJist Gelier 


Peanuts 
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BECAUSE YOU RE NOT ONLY 
THE WORST PLAYER ON OUR 
TEAM.YOU'RE ALSO THE 

uiorst player in the 

HISTORY OF THE SAME.’ 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , In& 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19.) Something requires 
your attention at home. If nothing around tbe house 
is broken, be careful, especially around sharp 
objects- It’s more likely to be a personality conflict, 
however. You and your roommate or significant 
other need to have a good talk. 


TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) You're an intelli 
gent person and getting smarter every minute. That’s 
because you're practising your skills by working 
with an expert. If you’re not, you should be. That 
would be an excellent way to spend this afternoon, 
for sure. - - ' 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2J) Your friends are idj 
excited about doing something together. You want 
to join in. but you're a tad short on funds. You could 
go without something else. Or you could sell Some : 
thing. Knowing you, the latter’s the more interesting 
alternative. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The sun is in Aries, 
a fire sign, and Cancer is a water sign. Together, they 
make steam. That’s sort of what’s happening today. 
An older person is being obnoxious, but that’s OK. 
He or she is pushing you to take action you would 
otherwise have avoided. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Business deals keep 
you busy longer than you intended. You're going to 
be in a good mood for sports on Sunday, so schedule 
some activity for then. Meanwhile, do what needs- to 
be done to get the bureaucrats off your back.. ■ 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your 
friends can come up with marvellous ideas today. 
Meet early in the day to brainstorm. Get to bed early 
tonight to avoid an argument. People will have a ten- 
dency to get cranky after dinner. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) An older per- 
son is going to request something that only you can 
deliver. Now all you have to do is put what you’ve 
learned into action. Your career could greatly bene- 
fit as a result, so don’t hesitate. Timing is every- 
thing. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Too much 
of a good thing can almost become a bad thing. 
You're in that situation right now. There are lots of 
opportunities, but deciding which one to pick could 
just about drive you crazy. Feast or famine, right? 
Don’t be pushed into anything. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Pay off as much of a nagging bill as you can to free 
yourself up for other things. But even if this takes all 
your money, you don’t have to cancel your date. 
You’ll just have to do something less expensive. The 
best things in life'are'strlHree. * ‘ : 
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The Busine 


Major Cmrcncraa & 


C APRICORNf TDeceraPer 22 tolanudr y JU T lnVest 
in a person who can take some of the weight off 
you. With the right person helping, you’ll do a better 
job than you could have all by yourself. Stop post- 
poning finding a solution, and delegate instead. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you can 
give work your full attention, you'll get more done 
than you have all week. You'll also get a chance to 
use skills you've recently acquired. If you relax, this 
whole experience could be kind of fun. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is a mar- 
vellous evening to fall in love, except for a couple of 
problems. Not having enough money adds to the, 
confusion. Before you give up on your dreams alto- 
gether. talk to a person who’s in a position to help. 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 




People our age should eat more 
fish and fiber, but I refuse to try 
trout-flavored oatmeal." 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 


that scrambled WORP OV* 

by Henri Arnold and Mto Atf** 6 


DRAIC 
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Don’t worry. FI flo 
out and buy atom 
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HOW Bar 
WHEN HBfZ BR£W 
FELL AFWZTr 


Print anaww hen: Y 'Y 


. (Answers fi 

'feaenjay's Jumbles: WHILE CRAFT POLISH HYBRID 
Answ * r: Howthemfoer ended in when he slfudtg**.: 
FILTHY, RICH 
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Ara& Life <fe Accident Insurance 
Company to focus on outside markets 


** THE GENERAL assembly of the 
Arab Life & Accident Insurance Compa- 
ny has approved the recommendation of 
the board of directors to capitalise 
JD440.000 of retained earnings and 
authorised the board to take the necessary 
measures to raise the company’s capital 
from JD2.2 million to JD2.64 million. 
Such an increase would translate into dis- 
tributing free bonus shares at a rate of 20 
per cent of the capital. 

According to the annual report, the var- 
ious insurance sections achieved a 
JD653,900 net profit last year compared 
to JD637300 posted in 1996. But the "net 
technical profir amounted to JD47 2,000 
(JD477 f OOO in 1996), the report showed. 
The company also earned JD270.000 in 
return on investments, about the same 
amount earned in 1996. This brought up 
the net profit before various allocations to 
JD744.000 compared to JD749,000 post- 
ed in 1996. 

The company has realised a total of 
JD8.7 million in insurance premiums in 
1977, 12.3 per cent higher than the JD7.8 
million total realised in the preceding 
yean The company’s total investment 
amounted to JD4.4 million last year, 
slightly higher than the JD4.3 million 
total in 1996. Total assets increased from 
ID 10.5 milli on to ID 11.7 million of 
which JD4.5 milli on and JD5.7 milli on 
were current assets in 1996 and 1997 


respectively. 

Board Chairman Dirar A1 Ghanem told 
the shareholders that insurance prices 
declined last year as a result of new com- 
panies trying to secure a suitable share of 
premiums and old companies trying to 
maintain its production level. "This situ- 
ation caused prices to drop to ‘non-tech- 
nScar levels,** he said, noting also that the 
recession at the Amman Financial market 
continued during 1997. 

The chairman said the company is 
focusing on outside operations after hav- 
ing completed its network in the Palestin- 
ian territories by opening a branch in 
Nabliis in addition to the one that was 
opened earlier in Ramallah. The company 
has also appointed agents in Gaza, Jeri- 
cho, Hebron, Jenin and Toulkarem. 

He indicated that the Arab Life & Acci- 
dent Insurance Company has secured a 
suitable volume of work and an adequate 
income through buying equity in compa- 
nies in Lebanon and Yemen. “As to oper- 
ation in Riyadh, we are still waiting an 
improvement in employment require- 
ments," Mr. Ghamen said 

Mr. Ghanem emphasised that the com- 
pany will restructure its investments to 
generate higher return especially after the 
downward trend on bank interest on 
deposits and after introducing new insur- 
ance programmes (A1 Ra'i + Al Dustour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Marto expects new regulations to sharply boost 
share trading at Amman Financial Market 


By Tareq Ayvoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The new regula- 
tions formulated by the Jordan 
Securities Commission (JSC) 
would enable investor* to 
obtain any required informa- 
tion about the listed firms at 
the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), JSC Chairman 
Michel Marto said Wednes- 
day. 

He indicated that the disclo- 
sure and transparency regula- 
tions (DTR). which will be 
published in the Official 
Gazette in the coming two 
weeks, are aimed at attracting 
more local and foreign 
investor* to the stock 
exchange. 

Dr. Mono said the new reg- 
ulations will be effective by 
next September after a six- 
monih period for the listed 
firms to prepare necessary 
information for the public. 

“If these regulations are 
implemented, the trade vol- 
ume in the stock exchange 
will be doubled and tripled," 
Dr. Marto told the Jordan 
Times. 

The DTR require firms list- 
ed at the AFM to announce 
their net profits, rev enues, and 
other details about the perfor- 
mance of the companies. 

It also compels the firms to 
submit reports on a regular 
basis io the JSC about their 
status, financial results, ability 
to compete, future plans and 
the names of major sharehold- 
ers. 

In addition, the firms are 
required to submit half-yearly 
reports showing their balance 
sheets, profits or losses and 
any changes in the sharehold- 
ers’ rights in addition to other 
de tails . 

The DTR also requires all 
concerned firms to apply 
international accounting stan- 
dards in their financial opera- 
tions. 

Listed companies should 
notify the JSC about any 
change in tlteir administration 
and the shares owned by 
members of-the management 

“This information win make 
things clear to the local and 
foreign . investors," stressed 


Dr. Mono who was the deputy 
gov ernor of the Central Bank 
before he assumed his JSC 
post in 1997. 

"It will encourage trading in 
the stock market through 
extending the necessary infor- 
mation for investors who, if 
they lack information, will 
undoubtedly hesitate to invest 
in the AFM.’' he explained. 

“The details will enable any 
investor to set enouch infor- 


mation about the firm he 
intends to invest in." Dr. 
Marto said. 

“I believe that the impact of 
the new regulations will be 
felt in the short, medium and 
long terms and also as soon as 
the regulations become effec- 
tive." he added 

The JSC chief emphasised 
that many commercial banks, 
leading ’ auditors, brokers, 
independent individuals and 


others were consulted during 
the formulation of the regula- 
tions. 

The 1997 figures shovved 
that trading at the AFM 
increased by 42 per cent com- 
pared with the previous y cat 
as the total volume amounted 
to JD355 million, up from 
JD249 million. 

The value of shares that 
were bought by non-Jordan- 
ian investors amounted to 


JD100 million in the past year 
compared to JD26 million in 
1996, with a net investment of 
JD57 million in 1997 com- 
pared with JD9 million in the 
previous year. 

The AFM figures also 
showed that the bulk of these 
investments came from Arab 
investors who accounted for 
72.2 per cent of the foreign 
investment in the stock 
exchange. 
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10.6 

0.00 

1 

4000 
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2.10 

2.20 
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_■ INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 122 
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*0.05 
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3.140 1.550 • JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

*-030 1.320 IRBID ELECTRICITY 

5.500 2.450 HIKEH MINERALS 

1.550 .930 NATL. PORTFOLIO 

1-480 1.120 KID. EAST HOTELS 

1.08Q .800 ZAAKA EDUCATION 

1.830 1.530 UNIFIED CO. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 118.34 


4. 450 
4.140 
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11.160 
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250 JORDAN DAIRY 
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220 ARAB ALUM. IND. 

400 LIVESTOCK L POULTRY 
510 NATIONAL 1NDS. 

370 INTERNED. RETRO. CHEH. 
500 JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 
920 NATL. CABLE WIRE. HP AC 
530 JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

150 ARAB PHARM.CKEM. 

.810 UNIV. MODN.INDS. 

. 690 JOR . I NDS . RESOURCES 
.350 NATL. CHLORINE 

.610 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 
.290 EL -2AY READY WEAR 
■080 XNTL. TOBACCO 

.860 UNION CH. C VEG. 

.660 JORDAN STEEL 

-570 MID. EAST COMPLEX 
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/CHG: 

-0.17 

49 

38888 

60526 





1. 


18.4 

8.9 

14.0 

10.3 

10.4 
9 

14.2 

6.1 

15.4 

22.5 

6.9 

6.6 

16.6 
9 
9 
P 

27.2 

16?7 

15.5 

10.1 

13.8 

18.7 
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16 

4 

8 

6 
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16 

6 
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7 
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7 
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50 

66 
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.340 
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TODAY & TOMORROW 
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20 % 

DISCOUNT 
On Everything 
You Purchase 
From The 
Second Floor 


C-TOWN AMMAN 7th CIRCLE TEL: 814129 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANl JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


M Antra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 




Area: 200 sq*m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 6932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 


[ - -■ v ’ i.-y'A’Si'.Ty.- 

$jOp$T 





Call Us Now 


Shmefsanl - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweHtahTel: 82289T 



•FOR 
| RENT 

^ Deluxe Villas 
p* and Apartments 


8ANRBEL 



Rea I Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

iw. 864230- 865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


rll 

A ssu 

< 5555 


Qu ality Serviced Suites 

* One &TWo Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



KOOKA'I. 

ZJn* famous, olritiruf namm in fiuiuim 

BIG 
SALE 

CONTINUE 
winter & String 

COLLECTION 

40-50%OFI 

SUMMER COLLECTION 



20% OFF 


K O O < A I 
FASHION 


OTEN FROM; MO AM. - TJQ ftM. 
TOWSnOMMM- *00 T*L 


Shmciwni - Adli Center 

AIhivc Hmnlim's l*.il<+ii 


Jluebird 

Tours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird ©go.com.jo 
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First Division Basketball Championship 

Hussein play deciding match tonight 

Jazireh, Orthodoxi clash Friday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Crucial 
matches are lined up for the 
weekend with teams having 
very different targets in 
their fight for victories. 

A1 Hussein host A1 Jeel in 
Irbid Thursday with their 
place in the six-team presti- 
gious First Division 
Basketball Championship at 
stake. 

The Irbid team is still win- 
less and their only chance of 
avoiding relegation is to 
score outright wins over 'Al 
Jeel and AJ Jalil whereby 
they will tie both teams in 
overall points and have a 
chance to stay depending on 
score difference. 

Al Jeel beat Al Hussein 
76-67 in their first round 
encounter and aJso beat Al 
Jalil 61-60. 

However. calculations 
were complicated when A I 
Jalil avenged their defeat by 
scoring a 75-50 win over Al 
Jeel iii the second round, 
thus making it a three-way 


race to avoid the relegation- 
threatened last place. 

In Thursday's second 
match, Al Ahli are expected 
to beat AJ Jalil. 

However, it is Friday's Al 
Jazireh- Al Orthodoxi fight 
for the lead that fans are 
anticipating this weekend . 

Al Jazireh top the stand- 
ings and are the only 
unbeaten team so far. They 
beat Al Orthodoxi * 92-S4 
and Al Ahli 75-69 in the 
first round and seem poised 
to repeat the same. 

Regardless of their results 
in the two rounds, the top 
three teams will have a shot 
at the title with introduction 


Last year's runners up Al 
Ahli seem to have the least 
chance after an inconsistent 
form and their latest 69-37 
loss to Al Orthodoxi who 
had also won 74-49 in the 
first round. 

Al .Ahli came in second 
last year and were busier 
tackling technical obstacles 
like recruiting a coach and 
luring back veterans Yousef 
Zaghloui and Marwan 
Ma'touq to the lineup after 
missing a season. 

Their inadequate prepara- 
tion is now taking its toll 
despite the efforts of Faisal 
Nsour and Yousef Zaghloui 
to score and improve the 
team's results. 


third place last year and are 
in better shape to resume 
their dominance of the 
game. Their younger lineup, 
fed by Fadi Saqqa. Ayman 
Du'eis and Nasser Bassam. 
has assumed command and 
are in a situation to give Al 
Jazireh a hard time in the 
fight for the title. 

Al Jazireh ended a 30- 
year domination among the 
two rivals last season. Prior 
to that Al Orthodoxi had an 
undisputed reign from 
1976-19S9. but Al Ahli won 
the title in 1990. 1992. 1993 
and 1994 aided by the sign- 
ing of Naser Bushnaq. 

Ai Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991. 1995 and 


Team 

Jazireh 

Orthodoxi 

Ahli 

Jalil 

Jeel 

Hussein 



Al Orthodoxi ended up in 

1996. 



STANDINGS 
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8 
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1 
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15 

■8 

5 
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13 
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579 

10 

S 

2 

6 

439 
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10 

8 

- 

8 

423 

569 
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Major 

League 




season 


under way 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mark Lewis of the 
Philadelphia Phillies sin- 
gled against Bobby Jones 
of the New York Mers to 
record the first hit of the 
1998 Major League base- 
ball season on Tuesday at 
Shea Stadium. 

Baseball expands to 30 
teams with the addition of 
the Arizona Diamondbacks 
antT the Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays, and each new team 
will host its inaugural game 
Tuesday. 

The Diamondbacks will 
entertain the Colorado 
Rockies in a National 
League game at Bank One 
Ballpark, baseball’s first- 
ever facility featuring both 
a retractable dome and nat- 
ural grass. The Devil Rays 
welcome the Detroit Tigers 
in an American League 
game at Tropicana Field, a 
conventional dome. 

The Diamondbacks and 
Devil Rays each spent 
freely on veteran talent, so 
their players will be more 
familiar to the average fan 
than will the world champi- 
on Florida Marlins, who 
were dismantled by owner 
Wayne Huizenga following 
their World Series win. The 
Marlins host the Chicago 
Cubs. 


> i 

“ j j 


mm 






& 


. f . 'V, . . V •.* 

y., , iri |- | 



!*2 - — ■ - .'t- T - 

. • • 




mmm 


Kansas City Royals shortstop FeHx Martinez leaps over the slide of Baltimore Orioles 
Rafael Palmeiro, after forcing him out in the second inning at Camden Yards. 
Martinez ? throw to first was in time to complete a double play or BJ. Surhoff 
(Reuters photo) 


Crucial match for Stuttgart coach in today’s 
European Cup Winners’ Cup semifinals 


STUTTGART (AFP) — The future of 
VfB Srutrgan coach Joachim Loew 
may be riding on the outcome of 
Thursday’s European Cup Winners' 
Cup semi-final, first leg match against 
Lokomotiv Moscow. 

Loew's authority has been steadily 
undermined since the end of last year, 
when Stuttgart's form began to dive. 

A win against Lokomotiv would turn 
down the heat a fraction, but rumour 
has it that regardless of how Stuttgart 
Finish the season. Loew will be sacked 
sooner rather than later. 

His style of easygoing management 
has been considered responsible for 
the team breaking down into rival 
cliques. 

Loew's quiet manner relies on indi- 
vidual players taking responsibility for 
their own conduct both on and off the 


field — but this trust has been abused 
often, lo the detriment of the entire 
team. 

Stuttgart are hoping strikers Fredi 
Bobic and Jonathan Akpoboric will be 
fit for both Thursday's match and the 
weekend Bundesliga meeting with 
Cologne. 

Bobic had a dislocated shoulder, 
while Akpoborie has been a long-term 
absentee with tom knee ligaments. 
Both took part in training again tor the 
first time on Monday and the tempta- 
tion will be strong to rush them back 
into the side. 

Midfield magician Krassimir 
BaJakov. whose two spectacular goals 
from free kicks against Slavia Prague 
in the quarter-finals took Stuttgart 
through, resumed training on Tuesday 
after being sidelined by a knee prob- 


lem. He is also hopeful of stoning 
against the Russians. 

Definitely missing, though, will be 
Swiss defender Murat Yakin. who is 
both injured and suspended. Captain 
Frank Yeriaat has sore ribs from 
Saturday's 3-0 caning by Henha 
Berlin but >611 wants to play after x- 
rays dispelled fears of a break. 

Lokomotiv go into the game buoyed 
by a victory in the opening game of the 
new Russian season. 

After ihe;r victorious return quarter- 
final match against AEK Athens. 
Lokomotiv have beaten Torpedo 
Moscow 2-0 in the Russian Cup and 
then downed Tyumen 4-0 in their 
league opener. 

Midfielder Dimitry Loskov will miss 
the first-leg match because of a hip 
injury. 


Asprilla 
may miss 
World Cup 


BOGOTA (AFP) — 
Parma's Colombian striker 
Faustino Asprilla faces 
missing the World Cup 
finals through injury, the 
president of the Colombian 
Foorball Federation (FCF) 
revealed here late Tuesday. 

FCF president Alvaro 
FINA said he feared the 
former Newcastle star, who 
rejoined Italian Serie A out- 
fit Parma in January for 
S10.8 million, would not 
fully recover from a leg 
muscle injury in time for 
the June finals. 

“I fear he will not be able 
to get back to frill fitness 
for the World Cup”. FINA 
told AFP. 

The rumour mill has been 
spinning overtime in 
Colombia following 
reports from Italy rhar 
Parma believe the 28 -year- 
old. nicknamed “Tmo”, 
will be out of action for at 
least five weeks. 

That will hit Parma's 
hopes of a UEFA Cup spot 
in the Serie A but could 
also spell doom for 
Colombia- who face 
England. Romania and 
Tunisia in Group G of the 
World Cup. 

Asprilla, who has hit 15 
goals in 39 international 
appearances. aggravated 
the injury in recent friend- 
lies in Bogota against 
Argentine club side Boca 
Juniors and fellow World 
Cup finalists Yugoslavia. 

Colombian media reports 
suggested that if "Tino" is 
ruled out of the World Cup, 
his place will go to former 
Bayern Munich striker 
Adolfo Valencia. 30, who 
has been in fine form this 
season for Independiente 
Medellin. 

Although Valencia fell 
out with coach Heman 
Dario Gomez during the 
last World Cup and was 
subsequently dropped. 
Gomez has since indicated 
he will call on the burly 
forward for the .April 22 


clash with 
Santiago. 


Nigeria 
finalises 
World Cup 
preparations 


LAGOS ( AFP) — World Cup 
qualifiers Nigeria will start 
their final preparations for the 
competition, which starts in 
Paris on June 10, with a month 
long stay at a warm-up camp 
in Europe their coach Bora 
Milutinovic said here on 
Tuesday. 

Milutinovic. who joined 
Nigeria after being sacked by 
Mexico despite them qualify- 
ing top of the CONCACAF 
World Cup qualifying group, 
arrived back in Nigeria on 
Sunday after a three-month 
tour of Europe monitoring the 
performances of Nigeria's 
hopefuls for France ‘98. 

It is believed that the 
Serbian coach will choose 
between Zurich and Paris as 
the training camp for the 
Eagles who are in Group D 
alongside Spain, Bulgaria and 
Paraguay in the first round of 
the W’orid Cup. 

Milutinovic. who coached 
Mexico in an earlier stint to 
the '86 quarter-finals. Costa 
Rica to the last 16 in ‘90 and 
the United States to ihe last 16 
in '94. also said that he will be 
returning to Europe in a fort- 
night to monitor the perfor- 
mances of two strikers — 
Dele Adebola of English First 
Division side Birmingham 
City and Kenneth Zcigbo of 
Polish outfit Legia Warsaw. 
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Chicago Bulls’ Michael Jordan gets by Detroit Pistons’ Brian Williams for a dunk 
during the second quarter of their NBA game at the United Center (Reuters photo) 
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Sonics beat Jazz; Knicks lose 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Two days after setting an 
NBA record for futility, the 
Indiana Pacers set a club 
record with 14 3-pointers — 
six by Chris Muliin — as 
they ’ defeated the Los 
Angeles Clippers 128-106 
on Tuesday. 

In beating the Clippers for 
the 11th consecutive time, 
the Pacers hit 1 1 of their first 

14 shots, including 3-of-3 on 
3-pointers, to take command 
from the start. 

Muliin led Indiana with 24 
points, and was 6-of-6 from 
3-point range. Reggie Miller, 
who returned after a one- 
game suspension, and 
Antonio Davis, playing for 
the injured Rick Smits. 
added 19 points apiece. 
Mark Jackson added 1 1 
points and 15 assists in 26 
minutes as reserves played 
the fourth quarter. 

• Lakers 114, Raptors 
105: In Toronto. Rick Fox 
had 3! points and 10 
rebounds as the Lakers won 
for the 1 3th time in their last 

15 games. 

Shaquille O'Neal added 20 
points and 13 rebounds for 
the Lakers, while Chauncey 
Billups had 21 for the 
Raptors, who lost their sixth 
straight game. 

Kobe Bryant had 17 points 
for the Lakers before leaving 
the game early in the fourth 
quarter with a hip injury. 

• Spurs 95, Knicks 78: In 
New York. Tim Duncan 
scored 25 points and David 
Robinson had 24 as San 
Antonio overpowered New 
York. 

The Spurs outscored the 
Knicks 36-22 in 17 minutes. 

Allan Houston led the 
Knicks with 31 poims. 

• Nets 105, Hawks 90: In 
East Rutherford. New Jersey. 
Keith Van Hom scored 19 of 
his 22 poims in ihe first quar- 

rer and Kerry Kittles kepr 
New 

Jersey in front after Atlanta 
made a fourth-quarter run. 

Kittles scored nine of his 
IS points in a 16-2 spun that 
gave the Nets a 91-75 lead. 


The Nets moved a half game 
ahead of Orlando in the fight 
for the eighth playoff berth in 
the East. 

It was the Nets' first game 
since All-Star center Jayson 

Williams broke his right 
thumb, while /ttlanta was 
without its two leading scor- 
ers. Steve Smith and 
Christian Laenner. 

• Cavaliers 93, Magic 86: 
In Cleveland, there must be 
hand feelings between the 
Magic and Cavaliers when 
Mark Price gets into a fight 
and is booed in Cleveland. 

Bob Sura had 21 points as 
Cleveland beat Orlando in a 
rough game that included 
Price's scuffle with Vitaly 
Potapenko. 


The Cavs. in sixth place in 
the Eastern Conference, won 
for the eighth time in nine 
games, and put another 
damper on Orlando's playoff 
hopes. 

Shawn Kemp had 13 
points and 16 rebounds, and 
Wesley Person scored 16. 
Sura, a 53-per cent foul 
shooter, was 9-for-9 from the 
line. 

• Heat 121, Celtics 95: In 
Miami, the Heat won the 
game, but lost center Alonzo 
Mourning with a broken left 
cheekbone. 

The center faced surgery 
Tuesday and his status 
wasuncertain. the team said. 

Mourning, who averages 
19.2 points and 9.7 rebounds, 
was injured during a scrap 
for a loose ball with 10:07 
left in the third quarter when 
he collided with Boston’s 
Andrew DeClercq. 

Voshon Lenard had 26 
points and Dan Majerle 16 to 
pace Miami, which shot 59 
per cent and made 11 -of- 19 


point first quarter lead and JJ 
trailed 81-76 with 9:24 left 
before regrouping to hold off 
the 76ers and end a two- '•IT 
game losing streak. 

• SuperSonics 88, Jazz Viren 

86: In Seattle. Detlrf f&s ■: 

Schrempf scored 17 points j .bj 
and hit the go-ahead basket 

as Seattle rallied to beat Utah -jm; 
in a battle of the top teams in ~ u T 
the Western Conference. .. v r • 

The victory put Seattle (54- 
18) one-half game ahead of : v. rr . .. 
Utah (53-18) in the race for ;• .]£. 
best record in the Western ^ rb ' ri . 
Conference. 

Hie Sonics split Ihe season ^ lyr ^ 
series and snapped Utah's ^ 
three-game winning streak at i. , ■ p 
Key Arena. 

John Stockton missed a 17- ^ r ' 
foot i5 metre) jumper at the ^ ‘ ! 
buzzer as the Sonics handed ^ £ - • 
the Jazz just their third loss in . ■ 

25 games since the All-Star 1 _ ' 

breST l*-' 1 '"-' 

• Mavericks 104, 

Grizzlies 101: In Vancouver, Tf* 1-. 
British Columbia, AC. ‘ L| 
Green and Michael Finley n ' JL| n:«.. 
scored 22 points apiece and the 
Erick Strickland made a key 4 the i, 
steal in the final seconds for ” Uk-.j 
Dallas. ,J f*rii, r;i 

The Grizzlies, trying to _ 
come back from a 13 -point- 
fourth-quarter defiriL trailed iff* -i 
100-98 with 20 seconds left. 

But Strickland batted the ball ‘ifc i ,, j 
out of the hands of Shareef , 

• Bucks 94, 'Warriors 89 

OTi In Oakland, California. %h|„j ([ 
Armon Gilliam scored 29 . 
points, including eight in / Sni if , . 
overtime, and Milwaukee 
ended its nine-game road ^i^., L 
losing streak. i ' 
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Andrew DeClercq. Ray Allen added 24 points J ,fl -r • ■■ 

Voshon Lenard had 26 and Ervin Johnson had 17 for ■ .... 

points and Dan Majerle 16 to Milwaukee, which has ,'t^ 
pace Miami, which shot 59 been playing without injured r 'i.. .. 
per cent and made 11 -of- 19 startere Tyrone Hill (back ! * v " n d i* :T „ . 

3-pomters in winning for the strain), Glenn Robinson (left V •' 

_5th time in 29 games. knee) and TeneU Brandon >1^ inn, ' 

. ’Hornets 101. 76ers 93: fieft ankle sprain). . ,,r T.- 

in Charlotte. North Carolina. Jt was just the third win in tr *ini. : | li 

Glen Rice scored 26 points the past IS games for d* J ' ,,,5 lir,..’ J ,, ,V 

and David Wesley’s 15-foot Bucks, who swept their two- > , -. ri , l!i ;; 
(4^ metre) jumper broke a game season series with the .. 

tie late in the fourth quaner Warriors. 


• Hornets 101. 76ers 93: 
In Charlotte. North Carolina, 
Glen Rice scored 26 points 
and David Wesley’s 15-foot 
(4.5 metre) jumper broke a 
tie late in the fourth quarter 
for Charlotte. 

The Hornets blew a 20- 


Warriors. 


Tony Delk's 23 points led 
the Warriors. 


■■ 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL; 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 


H3axri£nsllialE 

TEL- 4625155 


Sylvester Stallone ... in 


1 )i, r 

•r :«■: :: 
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The biggest cinema production ;j 


DAYLIGHT 


MAJOR PAYNE 


TITANIC 


Kim Basinger... in ij 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL:- 

Shows: 12:30.3:50.6:00. S: IS. 10:45 • 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5. 


8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. 7:00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 


Shims: 3 : 30 . GflO. 8 : 15 . I 0:?0 


GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows; 5:15, 8:30 

The film is ahn on ci 0:00 p.m. & 
IZ'fJOj.m on Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridaxs 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30. 7:00. 10:30 

The film is also on ar 12,-iJO a. m. on 
Wednesdays . Thursdays and Frida vs 


STARTNG APRIL 6TH 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisharn Yanes. Amal 
D abb as. Rania Kurdi and the 


al S’30 p.m. 


For reservations call: 4640155. 46251# jj ^1 
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Arsenal goalscorer Christopher Wreh (R) is tackled by Bolton Wanderers Icelandic 
v v ; - r P>aver Gndni Bergsson. Arsenal beat Bolton Wanderers 1-0 in the Premiership game 
.'nani* lurj: on Wednesday at the Reebok stadium (Renters photo) 
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ks losi Ten-man Arsenal turn up 

the heat on United 
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LONDON (AFP) — A 
stunning goal by 
Cbristophcf fWfckfr cousin 
of AC Mifair star -George 
Weatr, fired - lOrman 
Arsenal to a crucial 1-0 win 
over struggling Bolton on 
Tuesday to keep alive the 
Londoners’ hopes of win- 
ning the ‘Double.” 

Arsene Wenger's cos- 
mopolitan side, who 
stretched their unbeaten run 
to 12 games, are now just 
three points behind leaders 
and reigning champions 
Manchester United with 
two games in hand. 

The Gunners' title odds 
were immediately slashed 
by leading bookmakers 
Ladbrokes to 11-8 from 2-1 
while United, who were 1-3 
favourites, offered at 1-2 
with third-placed Liverpool 
way out at 40-1. 

‘ ‘ • Relegation-haunted BoJ- 

7 ton dominated the north 
' ; Londoners for the first half 
an hour, but failed to con- 
vert their superiority into 
■ goals. 

Midfielder Alan 

' . Thompson came close to 
beating David Seaman with 
■; a 25-yard free kick which 
1 - 1 the England goalkeeper 
. failed to hold before Martin 
' , Keown scrambled the ball 
clear. 

. French striker Nicolas 

" Anelka missed two chances 
. r but Arsenal came into their 
•_ owm in the final 15 min utes 
. . of the half as Thompson’s 
miss looked like proving 
costly. 

•' ■ And so it proved two min- 
utes into the second period 
when the 22-year-old Wreh 

• fired the Gunners into the 
lead with a superb strike. 

. . v Frenchman Emmanuel 
. ^ Petit stabbed a pass through 
to the Liberian who spun on 
:.v" the edge of the box and 

• v • hammered a right-foot shot 
’ into the roof of Keith 

Branagan’s net for his sec- 
ond goal of the season. 

? ~ The balance of power 
' ’ ' swung Bolton’s way when 
Keown was given his 
marching orders for a sec- 
ond bookable offence on 65 
minutes for bringing down 
Nathan Blake a yard out- 
side the box. 

. Arsenal, who face Wolves 
tl ji t hi the FA Cup semi-final on 
“ yj Sunday, showed all their 
* famous defensive grit by 
hanging on without serious 
alarm for three vital points 
to turn the screw on United- 
Newcastle demonstrated 
why they are in the midst of 
J desperate relegation dog- 
fight when they were held 
to a goalless draw away to 
fellow strugglers 


Wimbledon. 

Kenny Dalglish’s side, 
who reraaift in 15th place, 
four points clear of the rele- 
gation. zone and without a 
League win for two 
months, failed to register a 
single shot on target in the 
first half. 

Dalglish had made six 
changes to the side who lost 
2-1 at Southampton three 
days ago in a bid to shake 
his team out of their relega- 
tion form, but there was lit- 
tle improvement in their 
game. 

Blackburn Rovers, who 
had won only two of their 
previous 10 Premiership 
matches, restored their 
hopes of a place in next 


season’s UEFA Cup with a 
2-1 home win over strug- 
gling Bolton.' .... . 

The victory sees Rovers 
move up two places -over 
Chelsea and Leeds into 
fourth position. 

Sweden international 
Martin Dahlin grabbed an 
early goal before substitute 
Kevin Gallacher grabbed 
the winner three minutes 
from time after 
Macedonian ace Geoigi 
Hristov had equalised for 
the visitors. 

But there was a blow for 
Blackburn when England 
goalkeeper Tim Flowers 
left the field with a shoul- 
der injury in the second 
half. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, dining room 
and sitting room, wide entrance, wide kitchen equipped 
with Jorsal wood, private phone, central heating, new 
Italian furniture with American electrical appliances. Also 
there is a satellite. 

Location: Sweifieh, Der Ghobar, near the Safeway. 

Tel-: 814958 079/44339 


f Two Apartments For Rent > 

An apartment consisting of three bedrooms, salon, lounge, two 
verandas, two bathrooms arid ready for central heating. 

Another apartment consisting of three bedrooms, salon, lounge, 
three bathrooms and ready for central heating. 

Location: Naour Road, behind the Teacher's Community College. 
^Please call Fawzi Sirriyeh-Tel.: 4902859 y 
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In Need of Some Typing & Editing? 

(In English) 

Former Executive Assistant 
with 15 years experience in highest level 
private office willing to take on projects, 
long or short-term, working from home. 

Interested please call: 

Hala Mohtadi Talhouni at 461 -61 55 • 


-Large Saudi. Company specialised in 
.electro-mechanic^.works is in need ofr- 
PliOdECT MANAGER FOR ELECTRO^ 
MECHANIp.WORKS CONTRACTS: 

• have electrical • 

... 6rjffe<^rricai degree, 

j, ■* . Ejq^rierice yr electrical high volt-/ 

" : • L and water pumping 

y}Stetiqri is. preferred. 

V { r^^ry arid fienefits depend on 
Vi /^ /experience- ,. * 

kAlT^uali^^ .candidates only to send their 

(Amman) , ’ 

/Afe/Erig^ Mazen Slhvany - 
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Asian, 
world 
coaches 
to help 
China 
boost 
standards 

BEUING tAFP) ■ 
International football’s 
governing body. FIFA, and 
the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) are 
joining hands to boost 
China's football standards 
after the giant nation failed 
to qualify for the World 
Cup, the China Daily 
reported Wednesday. 

“I’m as sad as you are 
that the Chinese national 
football team has not 
achieved what we expect- 
ed,” Peter Velappan, AFC 
secretary-general told the 
newspaper. 

“The Chinese. Football 
Association is asking why, 
the AFC is asking why and 
FIFA is asking why,” he 
added. 

Under the new pro- 
gramme, Valappan said 
promising players and 
coaches will be targetted 
for special training. 

“The first target is the 
education and training of 
coaches... Our second task 
is to re-train qualified 
coaches with knowledge of 
modern trends... and our 
third taiget is to attract 
promising players aged 12 
to 20 and put them under 
the- care the coaches,” he 
said. 

'“The 'AFC and FIFA real- 
ly want China to make big 
progress in soccer to match 
the world standard,” he 
added. 

The coach training pro- 
gramme will be supervised 
by senior FIFA instructor 
Dettmar Cramer, the news- 
paper said, adding that 
sportswear manufacturer 
Adidas would sponsor the 
scheme. 


French put final touches 
to World Cup security jigsaw 


PARIS (AFP) — French Interior 
Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement 
said Wednesday he was confident the 
authorities would be able to ensure 
public security during the World Cup, 
which France hosts this summer. 

In a statement, Chevenement said no 
stone would be left unturned in efforts 
to ensure the tournament passes off 
peacefully amid effective, but not 
intrusive, security. 

He revealed that 60 mobile units of 
regular police and their CRS stare 
security police cousins would be on 
standby “round the clock” at the ten 
venues hosting a total of 64 matches 
across the country between June 10 


and July 12. The units will serve as 
back-up to local law-enforcers. 

Chevenement added that the security 
forces will liaise closely with their for- 
eign counterparts to ensure the event 
takes place without a hitch. 

Mixed police units, including offi- 
cers from countries involved in a par- 
ticular match, will be on duty' to mon- 
itor groups of fans identified as a 
potential security threat. 

In addition, private security' officials 
recruited and trained by the World Cup 
organising committee will shepherd 
supporters in and out of venues, while 
closed -circuit cameras will help pin- 
point potential troublemakers. 


Crack police squads will be respon- 
sible for the protection of the teams 
and their officials. 

But the French have still to allay 
fears that a severe shortage of tickets 
will not lead to chaos as tens of thou- 
sands of ticketiess fans descend on the 
country. 

Several countries, including 
England. Holland and Belgium, have 
complained that their allocation is far 
too small with many tickets reserved 
either for French residents or sponsors. 

National federations of the compet- 
ing countries have received less titan 
one fifth of the total. 


Inter and Lazio close in 
on all-Italian UEFA Cup final 


PARIS I AFP) — Inter 
Milan and Lazio both 
scored victories on 
Tuesday night to set up a 
likely all-Italian final in the 
UEFA Cup. 

Brazilian midfielder Ze 
Elias scored a dramatic late 
winner for Inter as they 
beat Spartak Moscow 2-1 
at home, while Lazio won 
1-0 away to Atlerico 
Madrid to boost their 
chances. 

If both progress after the 
second legs matches in two 
weeks’ time they would 
meet in the fourth all- 
Italian final in nine years 
Inter dominated from 
stan to finish but looked to 
have thrown the semi-final 
away when Spartak skipper 
Dmitri Alenichev prodded 
in a 48th-minute equaliser, 
cancelling out Chilean Ivan 
Zamorano’s first-half goal. 

Inter piled on the pres- 
sure. _ however, and were 
finally rewarded in the last 
60 seconds when Ze Elias, 
hero of the njght after set- 
ting up Zamorano’s goal, 
knocked the ball home in a 
goalmouth melee. 

The strike could be 
enough to take Inter back 
to the final, after they lost 
on penalties to German 
side Schalke 04 last sea- 
son. 

But the second leg in 
Moscow' in a fortnight’s 
time will be no picnic for 
Gigi Simoni’s side, who 


were left to rue a host of 
missed opportunities. 

It looked as though Inter 
were destined never to 
score until Zamorano rose 
majestically to head in Ze 
Elias’ curling free-kick, lit- 
erally seconds before the 
break. 

Inter starred the second 
half where they left off the 
first, but were rocked after 
just three minutes. 

Alenichev breached 
Inter’s defence with a fine 
dummy on the left and 
raced through before prod- 
ding the ball against the 
bottom of the near post, 
sending it spinning across 
the line. 

Ze Elias’ late winner then 
sent the 57.000 crowd at 
San Siro into raptures. 

In Madrid, in contrast, 
the fans had little to smile 
about as Raddy Antic’s 
men played with little drive 
or enthusiasm. 

Yugoslav international 
midfielder Vladimir 
Jugovic scored with a long- 
range shot to give Lazio 
their win — a victory that 
extended the Rome dub’s 
unbeaten record to 24 
matches stretching back to 
last November. 

Lazio, who have never 
won a European trophy, 
scored the only goal in the 
34th minute when Jugovic 
found the net with a right- 
foot shot from outside the 
penalty area after a clever 


buiid-up in w'hich Croatian 
Alen Boksic provided the 
decisive pass. 

Boksic and skipper 
Diego Fuser were the key 
men in Lazio’s triumph as 
they ran the Atletico 
defence ragged. 

With the Atletico back 
four pulled this way and 
that, the Spanish club w r ere 
rarely able to mount cohe- 
sive attacks. 

The home loss was a bit- 
ter blow for Atletico, who 
are bidding for their first 
European trophy since they 
won the Cup Winners’ Cup 
back in 1962. 

Club president Jesus Gil 
y Gil was so enthused by 
the game that he defied a 
UEFA ban that should have 
kept him out of the stadium 
and took his place in the 
grandstand. 

Lazio, currently third in 
the Italian League, were 
clearly the better side, 
playing with great disci- 
pline as they shut out the 
solo attacking threat of 
Atietico’s Italian interna- 
tional striker Christian 
Vieri. 


Wishful 

thinking 

for 

Portuguese 

LISBON (AFP) — If only 
it were true, sighed mil- 
lions of Portuguese foot- 
ball fans on Wednesday as 
they almost fell victim to 
an April Fools day joke. 

Local broadcaster Radio 
Paris Lisbon announced 
that Iran had decided not to 
compete at the World Cup 
“for security reasons” and 
that FIFA had designated 
Portugal as their replace- 
ment 

The station even broad- 
cast spoof ‘■declarations" in 
English from FIFA 
President Joao Havelange 
“confirming” the story. 

But while the Iranians 
gleefully prepare 1 to pack 
their bags after ending 
Australia's hopes, the 
Portuguese, who failed to 
qualify, can only reflect on 
what might have been. 
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Furnished apartment. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, dining room, salon and telephone. 
Location: Al-Rabieh, near the main building of 
Telecommunication. Annual rent. 

Please call 5927276 
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UNITED NATIONS WOMEN'S GUILD 
OF JORDAN 

% 





Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness 

Princess Sarvath A1 Hass an 

the United Nations Women’s Guild, 
in cooperation with the Orthodox Club, 
invites yon to the 

SPRING BAZAAR 

at the Orthodox Club. Friday, April 3, 1998, from 
10 a.m.-7 pjn. Proceeds of the bazaar will benefit 

needy^hildre^Mid women injordan^^^^f 


Levels-] 



French & Arabic Language Courses. 


Join us at the French Cultural Centre for the following courses: 

French Co ureas for ^lnn*r4Adyin^ 

Spea^feacl 

Spoken Arabic 


Registration until Saturday. ApriMth & courses start on April 11th 


( Fees : 75 JD. ) 

Amman, Jebel Lwelbdeh, AHHawuz, Tel. 4637009 - 4636445 - 46126581 



THE BRITISH COUNCIL LANGUAGE CENTRE 
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ARABIC COURSES STARTING 
COLLOQUIAL JORDANIAN ARABIC 
NEW METHODOLOGY 
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED PROGRESS 

REGISTER NOW 
COURSES STARTING IN APRIL 
Registration days: 4^ and 6 April 1998 from 12:00 to 5:00 pun. 
For farther information please contact : 

Lina Maiji at The British CotmcS Language Centre 

Telephone :( 00 )( 962 )( 6 ) 4613366 , 4636147 / 8 
Fax :{ 00 )( 962 ){ 6 ) 4613389 , 4656413 

The British Council, registered In England as a charity no. 209131, 
b the United Kingdom's international network for education, 
culture and development services. 

Visit oar World Wide Web site it http^/wwwJjrftcotuuorg/jordin 
Visit oar Nets Conference at Information ProvidaVThe British Conudl 




JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A Valve and Wellhead (Oil and Gas) Manufacturer in the Gulf with excellent employment 
benefits requires the following personnel: 

General Manager (Plant) 


Duties & Responsibilities: The individual must have a minimum of 1 5 years experience in 
the oil and gas industry and particularly in the manufacturing, supply, sales, production 
and installation of wellheads and single block and mufti vafve (Christmas trees). The indi- 
vidual must have held a similar position previously. 

Production Manager 


Duties & Responsibilities: The individual must have experience in the capacity of 
Manager of a manufacturing vafve and wellhead plant. The individual must have experi- 
ence in establishing a comprehensive product costing and control management informa- 
tion system and up-to-date knowledge for the market efficiency in the use of related plant 
machines and tools used in the manufacturing and production of valves. 

Sales Engineer 


Duties & Responsibilities: The individual must have experience in sales and marketing 
preferably In the Middle East market. Applicants with experience in servicing onshore and 
offshore valve and wellhead equipment at some stage in their career preferred. 

Service Engineer 


Duties & Responsibilities: The individual must have experience in servicing onshore and 
offshore valve and wellhead equipment and Christmas tree. It is preferred that the appli- 
cant has experience in the Middle East. 

Purchase and Procurement Engineer 


Duties & Responsibilities: Applicants must have an extensive general experience in the 
manufacturing of valves and wellheads and particularly in the procurement of the various 
parts used in the manufacturing process. Knowledge and personal contact with the man- 
ufacturers, negotiation skills and experience in contract administration and preparation 
are essential. It is preferred that the applicant has a good general knowledge of various 
machine applications used in the manufacturing process. 

Only highly qualified candidates will be considered. Current remuneration must be dis- 
closed on application. 

All CV$ with recent photograph must be sent within one week to: 
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‘Iraq palace inspections 
achieved objective’ 


BAGHDAD (AP) — . ' The fast 
visits to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's palaces by 
UK arms experts have 
achieved their objective of 
mapping the compounds, the 
head of the diplomatic corps 
monitoring the inspections said 
Wednesday. 

On Tuesday, a small group of 
experts made second visits to 
three palaces — one in 
Baghdad and two in the north 
— 10 clarify some problems. 
Ambassador Jayantha 

Dhanapala said. He said this 
was only to tie up loose ends 
and complete unfinished sur- 
vey work. 

The inspectors now need to 
see two more palaces in 
Baghdad before wrapping up 
their mission by this weekend. 


Mr. Dhanapala said He 
refused to be more specific. 

Iraq opened up the eight 
presidential sites to UK aims 
expats on the condition that 
they would be accompanied by 
a group of diplomats who will 
safeguard the dignity of the 
palaces and national sover- 
eignty. 

This condition was for- 
malised in a Feb. 23 accord 
that Iraq signed with UK 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Arman, ending a five-month 
standoff that was edging 
toward war. At that time, the 
United Stares was threatening 
to attack Iraq if it did not give 
full and free access to UK 
inspectors in their search for 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. 


Iraq has said it has long dis- 
mantled or destroyed its pro- 
grammes to build long-range 
missQes and chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. 

Even if any iixsirninaring 
evidence existed in the palaces. 
Iraq has had enough time to 
remove it between Feb. 23 and 
last Thursday, when the first 
presidential site was inspected. 

Mr. Dhanapala said it was 
incorrect to say that this made 
the inspections purely symbol- 
ic. 

‘There is a great deal of tech- 
nical work that has been done 
on these visits," he said. The 
visits were only to conduct sur- 
veys, he said, and the arms 
experts have “accomplished 
the purpose for which the ini- 
tial visits were intended" 


Netanyahu hopeful he can seal 
any peace deal by year 2000 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Israeli 
Premier Benyamin Netanyahu 
voiced confidence in a inter- 
view published Wednesday 
that he would seal a peace deal 
with the Palestinians, Lebanon 
or Syria by the end of his term 
in office in the year 2000 . 

T intend to do it in this term, 
at least one of these agree- 
ments," be said in an interview 
with the Chicago Tribune from 
occupied Jerusalem. 

But he reiterated his opposi- 
tion to creation of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian stale with 
unlim ited powers or “unbri- 
dled self-detennination” and 
flatly, ruled out a returning to 
Israel’s pre-1967 borders. 

He played down fears that 
right-wing members of his 
Likud-led coalition govern- 
ment might desert him if he 
hands over too much land to 
die Palestinians in a peace 


agreement. 

T have to be satisfied that the 
Palestinians do their part and I 
have to be satisfied that f pro- 
tect Israel’s security.” he said. 
“If I’m satisfied that these two 
concerns are met, then the 
coalition concerns are not 
going to be in the way.” 

Mr. Netanyahu again shot 
down a US. plan that reported- 
ly calls for an Israeli troop pull- 
back from 13.1 per cent of the 
West Bank, saying he would 
consider giving up no more 
than nine per cent for now. 

“For us, every kilometre 
makes a difference. Every lull- 
top makes a difference... and a 
per cent here is [an area] the 
size of Tel Aviv." he noted. 

He also blamed the current 
peace stalemate on Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat saying 
he had failed to keep his com- 
mitments to fight tenor and 


those who incite it 

“We gave up land. We got 
nothing. We want something." 
the Israeli prime minis ter said 
“Arafat has not fought terror. 
He has not dismantled the ter- 
rorist infrastructure.” 

Mr. Netanyahu also dis- 
missed suggestions that the lat- 
est mediation effort by U.S. 
special Middle East coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross had been a 
failure and that Washington 
might give up its peacemaking 
role. 

He said Mr. Ross and Israeli 
officials raised “some interest- 
ing bridging ideas" for the par- 
ties to consider before they 
meet again. T certainly think 
there's a possibility of a further 
narrowing of the gaps.” 

He pointed out that despite 
disagreements with 

Washington. “We're good 
friends. We're solid allies." 


Slim majority of Israelis support 
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Netanyahu on West Bank pullout 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A slim 
plurality of Israeli Jews support 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's rejec- 
tion of U.S. proposals for Israel 
to withdraw from 13 percent of 
the West Bank, according to a 
poll published Wednesday. 

The survey by the Gallup 
organisation found that 48 per 
cent of those queried agreed 
with Mr. Netanyahu's view that 
a 13 per cent pullback would 
endanger Israel’s interests. 

Forty-three per cent said Mr. 
Netanyahu should have agreed 
to the 13 per cent withdrawal 
which was reportedly presented 
to Israelis and Palestinians over 
the weekend by US. special 
envoy Dennis Ross. 

Mr. Ross returned home 
Monday after failing to obtain 
agreement on U.S. proposals to 
break the more than year-long 
stalemate in Israeli -Palestinian 
negotiations. 

When asked if they believed 
Mr. Netanyahu’s obstinance in 
the negotiations would eventu- 
ally lead to a peace accord with 
the Palestinians. 48 per cent said 
yes while 42 per cent thought 
the result would be a break- 
down in the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu's government 


has publicly refused to yield 
more than an additional nine per 
cent of the West Bank at this 
stage and has linked any troop 
withdrawal to the Palestinians 
meeting a series of demands, 
mostly concerning action 
against armed militant groups. 

Far-right nationalists in Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition have 
vowed to topple the govern- 
ment if be bends to U.S. pres- 
sure and increases his pullback 
offer. 

Jewish sealers and other 
nationalist groups were due to 
hold demonstrations at intersec- 
tions around Israel Wednesday 
as a warning to Mr. Netanyahu 
not to hand over too much terri- 
tory to the Palestinians. 

But the Yedkx Aharonot 
newspaper quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu Wednesday as say- 
ing that if the Palestinians hon- 
our their security commitments 
he is willing to confront his own 
right-wing to reach a withdraw- 
al deaL 

TU present the coalition with 
a fait accompli and I’d like to 
see what they'll do." he told the 
newspaper. 

Mr. Netanyahu denied on 
Tuesday thar Mr. Ross' mission 
had bear a failure despite the 


lack of a breakthrough and UJS. 
Secretary of Stare Madeleine 
Albright agreed that “some 
progress" had been achieved. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
expected Mr. Ross to return 
soon to discuss “bridging ideas" 
which had been raised during 
his earlier mission. 

One of the bridging ideas was 
Mr. Netanyahu's willingness to 
discuss a further troop with- 
drawal later this year once 
agreement is reached on the 
pullback currently being dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Netanyahu had previous- 
ly insisted his government 
would cany out only one troop 
pullback prior to a final peace 
agreement with the Palestinians, 
rather than three separate with- 
drawals called for under interim 
peace accords. 

But Monday he proposed set- 
ting up a joint committee with 
the Palestinians to discuss the 
possibility of one further with- 
drawal. 

The Gallup poll, published in 
the Maariv newspaper, was 
conducted among 500 Israeli 
Jews, excluding Arabs who 
make up nearly 20 per cent of 
the population. The margin of 
error was 4.5 per cent. 


Writer of controversial Israeli 
TV show receives death threats 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
writer-director of a controver- 
sial Israeli documentary about 
Palestinian terrorist attacks has 
received death threats from 
Jewish radicals, the Jerusalem 
Post reported Wednesday. 

Remit Weiss-Berkowitz told 
the newspaper she had received 
more than 20 anonymous tele- 
phone death threats and hate 
calls ovenhe past three weeks. 

“They call my home and say 
‘Wc will bum you'.., ‘You 
stinking leftist we know where 
you live,’** she said. 

Ms. Weiss-Berkouirz’s film. 
“Path of Tenor — Biladi 
Biladi." is to be aired Sunday on 
Israel’s public Channel I televi- 
sion as part of a 22 -part docu- 
mentary series for the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of 
Israel titled ‘Tkuroa” or renais- 
sance. 

She said foe death threats 
began after her name was pub- 
lished in a newspaper article 


about the resignation of [he pre- 
senter of Hanna. Yeboram 
Gaon, who stepped down mid- 
way through the series rather 
than host her episode. 

Mr. Gaon said Ms. Weiss- 
Berkowitz’s film "glorified the 
role of terrorists.” 

Sul other episodes of Tkuma 
have also drawn the ire of the 
Israeli right-wing, which objects 
to the amount of attention being 
focused on the plight of Arabs 
who lost their land and identity 
with the creation of Israel. 

Communications Minister 
Limor Livnat and Deputy 
Education Minister Moshe 
Peled have called for die week- 
ly series to be cancelled. 

“This series is political and 
distorts history. As presented, it 
resembles a programme for the 
renaissance of the Palestinian 
people," said Mr. Pfeled. a mem- 
ber of the far-right Tsomet Pam - . 

Mr. Med, who Is dose to 
Jewish settles, ‘•aid he had 


received dozens of complaints 
from viewers indignant about 
the tone of the series, particular- 
ly one earlier programme about 
Israeli oppression of Arabs dur- 
ing the first year; of the coun- 
try's existence under a military 
regime. 

Ms. Weizz-Bericowitz's film 
about the start of armed 
Palestinian actions against Israel 
in the 1970s lakes part of its 
tide. “Biladi-Bibdi." from the 
Palestinian national anthem and 
presents the Palestinian vision 
of Israel as the enemy. 

The documentary interviews 
Palestinians involved in terrorist 
attacks and uses Palestine 
Liberation Organisation ( PLO) 
archives for some of its footage. 

A right-leaning university 
researcher working on the series 
sold that particular programme 
"would have a better place in a 
series on the 50tfa anniversary of 
Palestinian autonomy." 
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LONDON (R) — Trfc 
Financial Tlmesi . * *pmk 
paper” bible ■ to Britain’s 
business world, was red- 
faced on Tuesday after . the 
drinks giant Guinness' node 
an April Fool of fee newspa- 
per 24 hours yearly. 
Guinness put out a; spoof 
press release under an April 
1 embargo, announcing that 
it will become the official 
beer sponsor , - for - the 
Greenwich observatory pro- 
gramme in the lead-up to the 
millennium. It said that 
Greenwich Mean Time 
would be renamed Guinness 
Mean Tune until the end of 
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beer sponsor . - for - the 

Greenwich observatory pro- * JL 

gramme in the lead-up to the A 

millennium. It said that /ml 4m m 

Greenwich Mean Time fjk -A 

would be renamed Guinness 

Mean Tune until the end of 1 j 

1999. Theaccurist speaking flinUSCl 11 Cl S Of 

clock will be amended to ]/(t J 


APRIL FOOL: The press release said that a 747-Jumbo would be flying under the Sydney Harbour Bridge. When 
AP photographer Rick Rycroft arrived to record the scene he saw a jumbo made of 45 plywood sheets sifting on a 
barge/ and sure enough flying under the harbour bridge. The replica 747 was built by students at the University of 
Sydney Department of Aeronautical (AP photo) 


feature “pint drips” instead 
of “pips" to count seconds. 
The Financial Tunes ran the 
story on an inside page. 
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Japan invents 
truth finder 


Algeria more flexible on violence 
investigations — U.N. rapporteur 


GENEVA (AFP) — Algeria 
appears to have adopted a 
more flexible line towards 
pressure for international 
investigation of massacres of 
its people by offering to let a 
UK investigator on religious 
intolerance visit the country, 
the official said Wednesday. 

United Nations rapporteur 
Abdelfanah Amor, a Tunisian, 
said he was “intrigued" by 
Algeria's apparently greater 
flexibility, and may visit 
Algeria if the invitation is con- 
firmed. 

Algeria has hitherto opposed 
visits by special UK rappor- 
teurs on summary executions 
raid torture to conduct investi- 
gations into massacres of civil- 
ians attributed to Islamic 
extremists. 

It insists the country's major 
problem is not one of viola- 
tions of human rights by secu- 
rity forces, but of Islamists 
which is an internal matter. 

But there have been suspi- 
cions voiced in Western coun- 
tries that some of the murders 
have been the work, not of 
Islamists, but of government 
troops trying to discredit the 
Islamists. 

The United Stales last week 
said it was considering putting 
a resolution to the UK Human 
Rights Commission to get 
Algerian authorities to grant 
■visits by three UK rapporteurs 
on torture, summary execu- 
tions and violence against 
women. 

In granting a visit by the 
UK rapporteur on religious 


intolerance. Algeria may be 
hoping to see its version of the 
causes of the violence rein- 
forced while simultaneously 
appeasing pressure for an inter- 
national enquiry. 

The Al gerian government 
has said some 26,000 people 
have died in die conflict, but 
the US. Stale Department and 
human rights groups put the 
death toll at 70.000. 

Speaking to journalists Mr. 
Amor said of the extremists: 
“When people who believe 
themselves to be in possession 
of the absolute truth think they 
can share this troth with others 
by cutting their throats then 
you have a human rights prob- 
lem that cannot be over- 
looked." 

The Algerian delegation told 
the UK Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva 
Monday it would fully support 
a proposal by Mr. Amor “on 
instituting a process of com- 
munications and visits in situ 
on the. question of religious 
extremism." 

This might in turn lead to 
"die definition and adoption by 
the international community of 
a minimum set of rules and 
common principles of conduct 
and behaviour concerning reli- 
gious extremism." 

But Ml Amor stressed that 
any visit he mads to Algeria 
must help to progress human 
rights issues and not be simply 
be a formality. 

Earlier U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Mary Robinson said 


Algeria pursues onslaught 
on rebels — newspapers 


PARIS <R) — Elite Algerian forces backed by artillery and heli- 
copter gunships pressed on with an 11 -day-old offensive against 
rebels in the west of the country, Algerian newspapers said on 
Wednesday. 

They have lolled 130 rebels since the operation began 11 days 
ago against rebel bastions in the Ouarsenis mountain in the west- 
ern province of Relizane, said the daily newspaper Saout A1 
Ahrar. 

Similar figures have been reported over the past few days by 
Algerian newspapers. 

Algeria has been stricken by violence since 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a general' election in which Islamists had 
taken a commanding lead. 

Western estimates say more than 65,000 people have died since 
then. The government has said that about 26,000 members of 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
researchers have invented a 
machine that finds the real 
meaning, or “honne," in 
politicians' statements, a 
national newspaper said in 
an April Fool's report. The 
electronic “Honne 

Discovery Machine," 
invented by a special gov- 
ernment institution, analy- 
ses the causal relationship 
between what politicians 
say and what they do, the 
Asahi Shimbun said, but 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto halted use of the 
machine after it was put to 
the test on his own remarks. 
The new machine translated 
the premier's statement: 
“We are not considering a 
concrete revision of the fis- 
cal reform law" as “we 
made a mistake when we 
were lured by finance min- 
istry sweet-talk into passing 
the fiscal reform law.” 
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has given no figure on the deaths of the guerrillas. 

Ubette and La Tribune on Wednesday said at least 35 more 
rebels were killed in military operations elsewhere in Algeria. 

Meanwhile, Islamist rebels killed six members of government 
forces, wounded two and killed a shepherd, die newspapers said. 

They reported that 1.000 crack troops were advancing on rebel 
hideouts in Relizane, scene of some of the worst massacres of 
hundreds civilians during last January. 

she would support a resolution has called for non-govemmen- 


Parrot reveals fate of 
Marcos millions 


condemning Algeria in order to 
prod Algiers into accepting vis- 
its by U.N. envoys. 

Ms. Robinson said; “Algeria 
posed a problem" since much 
of the violence was attributable 
to movements outside state 
control — mainly the hardline 
fundamentalist Armed Islamist 
Group — while the UK main- 
ly investigates human rights 
abuses committed by govern- 
ments. 

Washington's U.N. 

Ambassador Bill Richardson 


tal organisations to be involved 
in a foreign investigation into 
Algeria's human rights abuses. 

Algerian authorities have 
accused Mr. Robinson and 
UK Secretary -General Kofi 
Annan of interfering in the 
country's internal affairs. 

Violence erupted in Algeria 
after the military-backed gov- 
ernment cancelled the second 
round of elections in 1992 that 
the now-banned Islamic 
Salvation Front was poised to 
win. 


France frowns 
on Turkey's bid 


HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
parrot named Cory that once 
belonged to Ferdinand 
Marcos has revealed where 
the late Philippines dictator 
stashed bis miss in g mil- 
lions, the BBC World 
Service's East Asia Today 
reported in its April 1 edi- 
tion. The daily news 
roundup backed up its story 
with a deadpan report from 
Manila “correspondent" 
Firlo Lopa, which discern- 
ing listeners may have spot- 
ted as an anagram of April 
Fool. The Philippines has 
been trying to recover bil- 
lions of dollars allegedly 
plundered by Marcos before 
a revolution in 1986 which 
brought Corazon “Cory” 
Aquino to power. 
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to integrate 


northern Cyprus 


State Department says inquiry Wishful thinking! 

n T * -mm LISBON (AFP) — If c 

continues m Saudi bombing 


PARIS (AFP) — France on 
Wednesday frowned upon 
Turkey's bid to forge closer ties 
with the breakaway Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNCi saying that such 
mores would only hamper 
efforts to resolve the Cyprus 
problem. 

“These plans also don't facil- 
itate the process of rapproche- 
ment between Turkey and the 
European Union lEU). which 
we favour." said French 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
woman Anne Gazeau-Secret. 

Turkey and the TRNC 
announced in .Ankara Tuesday 
that they were creating an eco- 
nomic union and would seek to 
forge closer political and 
defence ties. 

Turkey has threatened to 
effectively annex the TRNC in 
response to the EU decision to 
open membership talks with 
the Greek-Cypriot dominated 
government of the internation- 
ally recognised Republic of 
Cyprus. 

Cyprus has been divided into 
the Turitish-Cypriot north and 
Greek-Cypriot south since 
1974 what Turkey invaded the 
island following a coup in 
Nicosia aimed at uniting 
Cyprus with Greece. 

The TRNC proclaimed inde- 
pendence in I9S3, but it is 
recognised only by Turkey, 
which has more than 30.000 
troops stationed there. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Saudi Arabia is still investigat- 
ing details of the unsolved June 
1996 bombing that killed 19 
.American airmen, the State 
Department said Tuesday. 

‘We are continuing to have 
exchanges with the Saudi gov- 
ernment and have had repeated 
and very high-level assurances 
of cooperation from them." 
spokesman James Rubin said. 

Reports from Riyadh quoted 
the kingdom's interior minister 
Monday as saying the Saudis 
had completed their investiga- 
tion of the bombing of the 
Khobar Towers apartment 
complex in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. 

U.S. officials have repeated- 
ly complained that the Saudis 
have refused to share informa- 
tion and were dragging their 


feet in the investigation. 

“All the facts of this crime 
are with us and our intelligence 
exerted huge efforts to discov- 
er everything about the inci- 
dent and we will leave the 
announcement for its time," 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
said in Mecca Monday. 

But Mr. Rubin said Tuesday 
“it was not all that clear*’ that 
the minister meant the Saudis 
had closed the investigation. 

“On the contrary," Mr. Rubin 
said of the Saudi minister, 'lie 
appeared to be saying that tire 
big picture — there’s nothing 
new and nothing new to find, 
but they're waiting on the 
details. 

“Well most mvestigarions 
focus on the details, and from 
that, one can build out into 
understanding what might 


have happened." Mr. Rubin 
added: “Let me say this. From 
the perspective of the United 
States, the A1 Khobar bombing 
investigation remains wide 
open. We are continuing to 
have exchanges with the Saudi 
government and have had 
repeated and very high-level 
assurances of cooperation 
from them." 

The bombing near Dhahran 
was touched off by terrorists 
who had driven a truck filled 
with explosives to the perime- 
ter of the housing complex. 
Scores of airmen were wound- 
ed and the blast left a 25-metre 

crater. 

The airmen were taking part 
in US. patrols over southern 
Iraq. 


LISBON (AFP) — If only it 
were true, sighed millions of 
Portuguese football fans oa 
Wednesday as they almost 
fell victim to an April Fools 
day joke. Radio Paris 
Lisbon announced that Iran 
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Turk PM says government needs 3 months 


Mandela’s ‘marriage’ an 
April Fool’s joke 


ANKARA (Ri — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz said his govern- 
ment, hit by speculation of 
early elections, needed 
three months to push ami- 
Islam'ust measures and eco- 
nomic reforms through por- 
liamenL 

"Parliament needs to work 
for a full three months for 
our nine months' efforts to 
bear fruit," Anatolian news 
agency- quoted Mr. Yilmaz 
ax saying on Tuesday nicht. 


But Mr. Yilmaz said he 
could not fix a dare for early 
polls, as demanded by left- 
wing powerbroker Deniz 
Baykal. 

“I don't think we can 
completely satisfy Mr. 
Baykal. We are looking for 
a middle ground he can 
accept." said Mr. Y ilmaz, 
the head of a shaky minori- 
ty coalition since last June. 

Mr. Yilmaz said he would 
meet with the other coali- 
tion party leaders on 


Thursday to discuss Mr. 
Baykal’s proposals. 

The government will 

probably need Mr. Bavkal's 
support for draft bills to 
reform the leaky tax and 
social security systems, 
often blamed for Turkey’s 
gaping budget deficit. 

Mr. Yilmaz has also 
announce! plans to legislate 
soon against what the gov- 
ernment and powerful army 
see as an upsurge in Islamist 
activism. 
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